EQIP SCREENING TOOL

A screening tool specific to each funding category will be employed to determine which
applications are to be ranked. A “yes” answer to any one question in the appropriate funding
category indicates that the application will be marked as “High” priority and ranked.

Application Screening Question(s)
Pool/ Resource
Category
General 1. Isthe application in one of the resource categories that will receive
funding? If “Yes”, proceed to the appropriate screening guestion.
Animal Waste 1. Isthere a current CNMP available for this operation?
Forestland 1. Isthere a current Forest Management Plan available for this operation?
Water 1. Isthere acurrent Irrigation Management Plan available for this operation?
Conservation/ 2. Isthe current irrigation water source subject to Maine low flow rules?
Irrigation
Grazing lands 1. Isthere a current Grazing Management Plan available for this operation?
2. Are stocking rates for the grazing season greater than twice the AUM listed
for the area’s soils? (FOTG-Section 11-A - Soil Information-Pasture and
Hayland Yield)
3. Are grazed areas within 200 ft. of a water course or water body? (GIS
Group: “Hydro24 state”)
Cropland 1. Are cropland soils mapped as “B” slopes or steeper?
2. Are cropland soils mapped as “Somewhat Excessively” or “Excessively”
drained?
3. Do crop fields lie within a MDEP “Impaired” watershed? (Program
Ranking Layers, “Impaired_H20 2008 final_a_me”)
4. Isthere a current Integrated Pest Management Plan available for this
operation?
Wildlife 1. Isthere a current Wildlife Management Plan available for this operation?
2. Does the proposed action address “At Risk Species” management?(GIS
Groups: “State-Protected_Habitats and Federally-Protected_Habitats”, all
layers)
3. Does the proposed action address “Invasive species”
(http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mnap/features/invsheets.htm)
4.  Does the proposed action address non-listed species or other habitat
identified as a priority by Maine NRCS' “Fish and Wildlife Action Plan”?
(ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/Programs/ME_NRCS_Fish_Wildl_ActionPlan.pdf
)
5. Does the proposed action address habitat for native pollinators, a

legislatively mandated priority of the 2008 Farm Bill?
(http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/2008 farm bill -
fact sheet xerces society.pdf)
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