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When the USDA was created in 1862, 
President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed it 
“The People’s Department”



The USDA now has 17 agenciesThe USDA now has 17 agencies
Agricultural Marketing Service  Agricultural Marketing Service  
Agricultural Research ServiceAgricultural Research Service
Animal and Plant Health Inspection ServiceAnimal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Center for Nutrition Policy and PromotionCenter for Nutrition Policy and Promotion
Food and Nutrition ServiceFood and Nutrition Service
Research, Education and Extension ServiceResearch, Education and Extension Service
Economic Research ServiceEconomic Research Service
Farm Service AgencyFarm Service Agency
Food Safety and Inspection ServiceFood Safety and Inspection Service
Foreign Agricultural ServiceForeign Agricultural Service
Forest ServiceForest Service
Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards AdministrationGrain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration
National Agricultural LibraryNational Agricultural Library
National Agricultural Statistic ServiceNational Agricultural Statistic Service
Natural Resources Conservation ServiceNatural Resources Conservation Service
Risk Management AgencyRisk Management Agency
Rural DevelopmentRural Development



USDAUSDA leads the Federal leads the Federal 
antianti--hunger effort with the Food hunger effort with the Food 
Stamp, School Lunch, School Stamp, School Lunch, School 
Breakfast, and WIC Programs….Breakfast, and WIC Programs….



is the steward of our nation's is the steward of our nation's 
192 million acres of national 192 million acres of national 
forests and rangelands…. forests and rangelands…. 



is the country's largest conservation is the country's largest conservation 
agency, encouraging voluntary agency, encouraging voluntary 
efforts to protect soil, water, and efforts to protect soil, water, and 
wildlife on the 70 percent of wildlife on the 70 percent of 
America's lands that are in private America's lands that are in private 
hands…hands…



brings housing, modern brings housing, modern 
telecommunications, and safe telecommunications, and safe 
drinking water to rural drinking water to rural 
America…America…



is responsible for the safety of is responsible for the safety of 
meat, poultry, and egg products..meat, poultry, and egg products..



is a research leader in everything is a research leader in everything 
from human nutrition to new crop from human nutrition to new crop 
technologies that allow us to grow technologies that allow us to grow 
more food and fiber using less more food and fiber using less 
water and pesticides...water and pesticides...



and helps ensure open markets and helps ensure open markets 
for U.S. agricultural products for U.S. agricultural products 
and provides food aid to needy and provides food aid to needy 
people overseas.people overseas.



America’s First FarmersAmerica’s First Farmers







American Indian Agriculture TodayAmerican Indian Agriculture Today





Indian farm – at least one operator is Indian/Alaska Native
Farm – produce at least $1,000 or agricultural products

American Indian Agriculture: American Indian Agriculture: 
A Description from the A Description from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture2002 Census of Agriculture

Number of Farms* 29,189 %1.4

Acreage 56,833,717 %6.1



www.usda.gov/nass



What kind of assistance can What kind of assistance can 
the USDA and Extension the USDA and Extension 
provide for you? provide for you? 



Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance



Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance



MarketingMarketing



InnovationInnovation



ConservationConservation



FinancingFinancing



Plant Materials CenterPlant Materials Center



Livestock & AquacultureLivestock & Aquaculture



USDA USDA –– American Indian InitiativesAmerican Indian Initiatives

USDA has a variety of initiatives that
are specifically targeted to meet the 
needs of Native American communities, 
including:



Food & Nutrition Food & Nutrition 
ServiceService

USDA's Food and Nutrition Service, through its 
Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations, provides monthly food packages to 
low-income families in approximately 240 Tribes.

USDA works with more than 30 Tribes to provide 
specific supplemental foods, nutrition counseling, 
and access to health services to low-income 
women, infants, and children with high nutritional 
risk under the WIC Program.



APHIS APHIS 
USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) works with Tribes to control 
foreign diseases like exotic Newcastle disease, 
and domestic disease issues like rabies in feral 
dogs.

To help protect homeland security, APHIS 
works with Tribes to establish emergency 
response plans for agricultural protection.



Food Safety & Inspection ServiceFood Safety & Inspection Service

USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service works 
with Tribes to improve food safety practices in 
animal slaughter, and in meat processing for 
wholesale, retail, and home consumption.



U.S. Forest ServiceU.S. Forest Service

The Forest Service is working with Indian 
Tribes through government-to-government 
relationships to manage the resources 
entrusted to their care. 



Targeted credit outreach programs in 35 States 
increase the number of agriculture lending 
options available to Tribal farmers and 
ranchers.



Natural Resources Natural Resources 
Conservation ServiceConservation Service

Soil and Water Conservation Districts on 
Tribal lands assist native communities in 
managing competing interests for 
environmental resources. 



Rural DevelopmentRural Development

Rural Development financial programs help 
Tribal communities with essential public facilities 
and services such as water and sewer systems, 
electric and telephone service, housing and 
health care, as well as economic development.



National Agricultural National Agricultural 
Statistics ServiceStatistics Service

The NASS mission is to provide timely, accurate, and 
useful statistics in service to U. S. agriculture. 

Each year, the employees of USDA's National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conduct 
hundreds of surveys and prepare reports covering 
virtually every facet of U.S. agriculture -- production 
and supplies of food and fiber, prices paid and 
received by farmers, farm labor and wages, farm 
aspects of the industry. 



Accessing USDA Accessing USDA ProgamsProgams
USDA Service Centers

USDA Service Centers provide local access to 
programs offered by the Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resource Conservation Service and Rural 
Development. 

There are 53 service centers throughout 
Michigan. Ten include Rural Development offices.

Any Service Center can direct you to the services 
of other USDA Agencies.



AccessingAccessing USDA USDA on the Webon the Web
www.usda.gov



For more information about USDA programs for 
Native Americans and Alaska Natives, contact the
Office of Native American Programs:

Annabelle Romero
Director, Native American Programs
Room 544-A
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250

Phone: 202/690-1615
Fax: 202/720-7170




