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The NRCS Caribbean Area and the
University of Puerto Rico (UPR) -
Mayagiiez have developed a field
guide with descriptions and color
photos of common weeds of Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

The guide is an update of the weed
inventory published by Lugo-Torres
and Semidey-Laracuente in 2002.
Included are 184 species considered
to be the most frequent and difficult
to manage in the Caribbean Area.
The guide includes information to
help users identify shrubs, trees,
vines and other invasive species
associated with agricultural lands,
pastureland, industrial and urban
sites, roads and other areas where
they are unwanted.
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Authors Edwin G. Mas, NRCS Plant Materi-
als/Grasslands Specialist, and Maria de L.
Lugo, UPR Herbologist, worked on the
guide for more than 2 years. They gathered
support from UPR herbariums in Mayagiiez
and Rio Piedras, the UPR Journal of Agricul-
ture, and staff from USDA PLANTS and the
Smithsonian Institution, in order to obtain
the most updated nomenclature and tech-
nical editing. Common names used in
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and
nearby islands were obtained from local
sources of information such as publications
and interviews with land users.

The publication is available online at:

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/

detail /national/plantsanimals/plants
feature/?cid=stelprdb1078250. It will be
regularly revised by its authors to continu-
ally update technical names, photos and
information related to weed species and to
adopt comments from users. For details,
contact Edwin Mas at 787-831-3416 or

3421 x106 or Edwin.mas@pr.usda.gov.

USDA Farm Service Agency Hosts
St. Croix Public Meeting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will
hold a public meeting on Tuesday, January

29, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at the USDA St. Croix
Service Center. The meeting will provide
producers with an update on current FSA

programs and discuss the Hispanic and
Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Process.
The claims period closes March 25, 2013.

Administrator Judith A. Enck.
“Unfortunately, these treasures are be-
ing destroyed. By working with our fel-
low governmental agencies, the EPA will
help make sure coral reefs continue to
contribute to the region’s economy and
ecology for generations to come.”

Caribbean coral reef ecosystems are
being damaged by a growing number
of problems such as overfishing, sedi-
ment runoff, pollution, disease and
climate change, which causes the water
to become warmer and more acidic.
Applying measures at the local level to
reduce these stresses can improve
coral health and resiliency.

(Continued on page 3)
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Director’s Corner

Happy New Year to All!

Many blessings to all in

your personal and

professional life. While

Wwe carry on our mis-
sion, we will continue engaging in
current and new initiatives. This
year promises many great opportu-
nities and new partnerships. To
highlight a few, for the first time in
the Caribbean we will be engaging
in Food Security topics, Urban Agri-
culture and Conservation, imple-
menting People’s Gardens, support-
ing Regional planning bodies, Con-
servation Landscape Initiatives,
Employee of the Month Recognition
Program and more.

Let’s also welcome all the new lead-
ership into our NRCS family. From
Acting Chief Weller, to all our new
local government appointees.

Lastly, I look forward meeting with
all of you along with our Acting As-
sociate Chief, Leonard Jordan, dur-
ing his visit to the Caribbean Area
on February 25-29, 2013.

Yours in Conservation,

Edwin Almodévar, Director
USDA-NRCS Caribbean Area
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Each year, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency honors busi-
nesses, individuals, governments
and organizations that have contrib-
uted significantly to improving the
environment and protecting public
health in New Jersey, New York,
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands
and eight federally recognized In-
dian Nations.

EPA is now seeking nominations
for this annual award. Winners will
be honored at an awards event in
April 2013. Each winner will receive
a plaque recognizing her or his envi-
ronmental achievement at a cere-
mony during Earth Week. The
Agency is accepting nominations for
its Environmental Quality Awards
until February 19, 2013.

“Businesses, individuals, organiza-
tions and government agencies often
blaze the trail on a range of environ-
mental protection and public health
issues,” said EPA Regional Adminis-
trator Judith A. Enck. “There are won-

EPA Seeks Nominations for 2013 Environmental Quality Awards

derful models of environmental protec-
tion that EPA wants to recognize. Eve-
ryone is encouraged to submit nomina-
tions that illustrate outstanding envi-
ronmental accomplishments that we
can all learn from and be inspired by.”

The awards recognize achievement in
six categories:

e Business and Industry

¢ Individual Citizen

o Non-Profit Organization, Environ-
mental or Community Group

e Environmental Education

o Federal, State, Local or Tribal Gov-
ernment or Agency

e Print and Broadcast Media
For award criteria, prior winners and

nomination instructions, visit EPA's
Environmental Quality Award web-

The Caribbean

NOAA Hosts Public Hearings on Proposal to List
Corals as Endangered, Threatened

Nine species of Caribbean corals are among the 66 pro-
posed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini-
stration to list under the federal Endangered Species Act.
NOAA proposed that seven Caribbean corals be included

on the endangered list and two on the threatened list.

Elkhorn and staghorn corals (Acropora sp.) are currently
listed as threatened, but NOAA wants to re-list them as
endangered. Also proposed for the endangered list in-
clude pillar coral, boulder star coral, mountainous star
coral, star coral and rough cactus coral. Lamarck’s sheet

coral and elliptical star coral are proposed as threatened.

Public hearings on the proposed rule will be held 6-8 p.m.
February 4 at the DNER 4™ Floor Conference Room in Rio
Piedras, PR and February 5 in Room 229 of the Salas
Eugene Francis Physics Building on the UPR Mayagiiez
Campus; and 7-9 p.m. February 6 at the VI National Park
Office on 2100 Church St. in Christiansted, USVI, and Feb-
ruary 7 at Windward Passage Hotel in St. Thomas, USVI.

page at www.epa.gov/region2/eqa.
For additional information, please
contact Elizabeth Myer, Public Affairs
Division, at 212-637-3860 or
myer.elizabeth@epa.gov.

EPA Grants to Help Two PR Communities Boost Recycling and

Composting and Reduce Water Pollution

“Where Does Your Water Shed?” is the
theme for the National Association of

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
has awarded nearly $50,000 in Environ-
mental Justice (E]J) Small Grants to two
Puerto Rico organizations. Leaders of the
World and the Scuba Dogs Society will use
grant funds to educate low-income communi-
ties about effective waste management, recy-
cling, and the impacts of improper waste

disposal on people’s health and water quality.

“EPA environmental justice grants provide
much needed funds to tackle local pollution
problems in low income communities,” said
Judith A. Enck, EPA Regional Administrator.
“Puerto Rico is facing a solid waste crisis.
These grants will encourage community mem-
bers to become active participants in efforts to
reduce waste through waste reduction, recy-
cling and composting.”

Using a $25,000 EJ grant, Leaders for the
World, Inc., will educate young adults in San
Juan'’s Cantera Peninsula about the harmful
effects of improper waste disposal on the
Cantera lagoon ecosystem and community.
Leaders of the World will work with the com-
munity to monitor water quality, conserve
and restore local wetlands and other areas of
the ecosystem, and prevent water pollution.

The Scuba Dogs Society, Inc., will use a
$24,286 EJ] grant to educate Loiza residents
about the serious impacts of illegal dumping
in nearby water bodies, and the deficiencies
of local waste management services. They
will implement a hands-on education pro-
gram, workshops and direct assistance to
work with Loiza residents, many of whom are
subsistence fishers, to properly manage
waste and to recycle. The program will also
educate residents about the impacts of ma-
rine debris on local waterways.

Since 1994, EPA’s Environmental Justice
Small Grants Program has supported projects
to address environmental justice issues in
more than 1,300 communities. E] small
grants support and empower communities
working on solutions to local environmental
and public health issues.

For details about the EJ Small Grants pro-
gram, the 2013 Request for Proposals, sched-
ule of pre-application teleconference calls, or
2012 EJ Small Grant recipients and project

descriptions, visit: www.epa.gov/

environmentaljustice/grants/
ejsmgrants.html.

Conservation Districts (NACD) 2013 Stew-
ardship Week to be held April 28—May 5.
Since we have only a finite amount of
fresh water on earth, we have to take
care of it as it gets used over and over
again. Everyone lives in a watershed. So,
what is a watershed?

A watershed is an area of land that drains
to a particular body of water such as a
river, lake or bay. Rain that falls any-
where in that watershed eventually flows
to that water body. The water may travel
over land as surface water or flow under-
ground as groundwater. Look around
your community to see water traveling
within a watershed.

NACD is sponsoring a “Where Does Your
Water Shed?” poster contest for students
in grades K-12, visit: www.nacdnet.org/
education/contests/poster/2013/ for
details. 2013 stewardship campaign de-
tails are available at: www.nacdnet.org/
stewardship/2013, and education and

community outreach materials can be

purchased at www.nacdnet.org/

education/resources/water/water-shed.
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Meet the NRCS-CB
Budget Officer

Mr. Orlando Negrén, new NRCS
-CB Budget Officer.

Please join the NRCS Caribbean
Area in welcoming Mr. Orlando
Negrén as our new Budget Officer.

Mr. Negron comes from the De-
partment of Defense with a vast
knowledge of budgetary opera-
tions. His career experience in-
cludes 15 years as Budget Analyst
for the United States Army Re-
serve Command and the U.S. Army
Garrison Command. He is an
Army Veteran that retired as Mas-
ter Sergeant specializing in Finan-
cial Management. Mr. Negron is
native of Morovis, PR, and now
lives in Vega Baja with his family.

NRCS & Atkins Host Nutrient
Management and Soil Conservation
Workshops

The NRCS Caribbean Area and ATKINS Caribe, LLP,
invite the Puerto Rico farming community to par-
ticipate in four workshops focused on nutrient
management and soil conservation programs. The
workshops will be held:

e February 20 at [sabela Experimental Station,
o February 27 at Gurabo Experimental Station,
e March 13 at Corozal Experimental Station, and
e March 20 at Juana Diaz Experimental Station.

All workshops will begin at 9 a.m. For more infor-
mation please contact Jaime Valentin, NRCS, at 787
-766-5206 x121 or jaime.valentin@pr.usda.gov, or
Raul Di Cristina, Atkins, at 787-294-2010 or
raul.dicristina@atkinsglobal.com. If you need any
reasonable accommodation, please contact NRCS
one week before the workshop date.

EPA Launches Caribbean Coral Reef
Protection Group
(Continued from page 1)

The Caribbean Coral Reef Protection Group
will facilitate a closer working relationship
among member agencies to coordinate more
effective government strategies to protect
coral reefs.

On February 25, 2013, EPA and its partners
will host a public “Listening Session” from
1:00—3:30 p.m. at the UVI Administrative
Conference Center in St. Thomas. The ses-
sion will also be broadcast live to the UVI
Great Hall in St. Croix and EPA’s offices at
City View Plaza II, Suite 7000, #48 Rd. 165
km 1.2, in Guaynabo. Community groups
and citizens are invited to voice their con-
cerns about the state of coral reefs in Puerto
Rico and the USVI.

The Caribbean Coral Reef Protection Group
includes: U.S. EPA, the V.I. Department of
Planning and Natural Resources, the PR En-
vironmental Quality Board, the PR Depart-
ment of Natural and Environmental Re-
sources, the National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration Coral Reef Con-
servation Program, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, USDA-NRCS, the National Park Ser-
vice, and the U.S. Geological Survey.

To sign up to speak at the February 25,
2013, listening session, or for more info,
contact Charles LoBue at 212-637-3798 or
lobue.charles@epa.gov.

Organic 101: Organic Wine

According to a 2011 survey by the Organic
Trade Association, organic beverages made
up about 12% of total organic food sales
growth. Organic wine contributed to that
growth, matching pace with conventional
wine purchases. So what is organic wine?

As with other USDA organic products, or-
ganic wine is made without using prohibited
substances or genetic engineering. Through-
out its lifecycle, it undergoes the same rigor-
ous USDA organic certification require-
ments as other products. As well as being
overseen by the USDA National Organic
Program, it also has to meet the require-
ments of the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau, especially for sulfite labeling.

Before wine can be sold as organic, both the
growing of the grapes and their conversion
to wine must be certified. This includes
making sure grapes are grown without syn-
thetic fertilizers and in a manner that pro-
tects the environment and preserves the

soil. Other agricultural ingredients that go into
the wine, such as yeast, also have to be certified
organic. Any non-agricultural ingredients must
be allowed on the National List of Allowed and
Prohibited Substances and can’t exceed 5% of
the total product. While wine naturally produces
some sulfur dioxide (sulfites), they can’t be
added to organic wine. Sulfites are commonly
added to wines to stop the fermentation process
or preserve the flavor profile.

Wines that are sold as “made with organic
grapes” have different requirements than or-
ganic wine. When a wine is labeled as being
made with organic grapes, 100% of the grapes
used must be certified organic. Yeast and any
other agricultural ingredients aren’t required to
be organic, but have to be produced without
excluded methods (like genetic engineering). As
for non-agricultural ingredients, these have to
be specifically allowed on the National List. Fi-
nally, sulfites may be added to wines that carry
the “made with organic grapes” label—up to 100
parts per million.

Organic wine is

produced all over

the world. Regard-

less of whether it

comes from the

European Union,

Latin America or South Africa, wine
that’s sold as organic in the U.S. has to
meet strict standards. Organic wine
produced in the U.S. can currently be
exported to Canada, the European Un-
ion, Japan, and Taiwan. These trade
partnerships create new markets for
organic winemakers in the U.S. To find
out more about organic wine and the
National Organic Program, visit
www.ams.usda.gov.

Reprinted from the USDA Organic 101
blog series that explores USDA’s organic
regulations, posted by Miles McEvoy,
National Organic Program Deputy Direc-
tor.




St. Thomas Boasts New Farmers’

Dozens of farmers, government personnel
and private citizens gathered together on
Wednesday, January 16, 2013, to dedicate the
new Estate Bordeaux Farmers’ Market in St.
Thomas, USVI. The facility is located about
five miles west of the University of the Virgin
Islands.

The newly completed market is the culmina-
tion of years of planning by local farmers and
V.I. Department of Agriculture staff. The pro-
ject was spear-headed by Agriculture Com-
missioner, Dr. Louis E. Petersen, Jr., whose
vision was finally realized Wednesday.

Commissioner Petersen enthusiastically
thanked the project’s partners, including the
Office of the Governor; the Departments of
Sports, Parks and Recreation; Public Works;
Property and Procurement; Planning and
Natural Resources; Housing and Finance; and
the V.I. Energy Office. He emphasized that

Market in Estate Bordeaux

the market would not have been possible
without the vision of We Grow Food, Inc.,
who transformed the site from the previ-
ous tennis courts into a farmers market in
the early 90s.

“The market has attracted residents and
visitors on market days and for the annual
Bordeaux Farmers Rastafari Agricultural
and Cultural Food Fair since 1997,” Dr.
Petersen said. The grand opening was
just in time for this year’s fair, held Janu-
ary 19-20, 2013.

The new facility includes a 60,000 gallon
cistern, a large gaily painted vendors pa-
vilion, sales tables with lockable storage
units, sinks for washing produce, and a
dining pavilion overlooking the ocean.

“It is our hope that this new facility will
encourage increased farm production and

Help Grow Your Farm Future
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As US
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Next month, America’s farmers and

ranchers have the opportunity to make

Census data is used by all those who serve
farmers and rural communities, from federal,
state and local governments to agribusinesses
and trade associations. Often legislators use
the information when shaping farm policies
and programs. Caribbean Area producers can
use Census data to help make informed deci-

about the future of their own operations.

DA conducts this year’s Census of Agri-

culture, we call on farmers and ranchers to

their stories, ask questions and talk to

their fellow producers about this critical effort.
Your answers to the Census help grow your
farm future; shape farm programs; and boost
services for you, your community and your
industry.

mailed out Census forms in late Decem-

ber, and responses are due by February 4,

a positive impact on their communities
by taking part in the 2012 Census of
Agriculture. Conducted every five
years by the USDA National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS), the Cen-

sus captures a complete count of all U.S.

farms, ranches and operators.

Helping People Help the Land...

2013. Producers can also complete their forms
online. For details about the Census, visit
www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-424-
7828.

The Census of Agriculture is your voice, your
future, your responsibility.
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stimulate economic
development - an
area of priority for
the deJongh admini-
stration,” said Dr.

Petersen. “It repre-

sents part of a broader initiative to improve
farmland infrastructure in support of agricul-
tural productivity and marketing in the terri-
tory.” He anticipates that the new market will
serve as a model site for agritourism initia-
tives, and hopes to network with the hotel and
taxi associations and V.I. Department of Tour-
ism to arrange year-round market days show-
casing local culture and agriculture.

Activities & Events

© NOAA Listing of Endangered Corals Public Hearing, February
4, 2013, 6-8 p.m., PR Dept. of Natural & Environmental Re-
sources 4th Floor Conference Room, Rio Piedras.

© ENTSC Multi-Species Grazing for Sustainable Farming Webi-
nar, February 5, 2013, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

© NOAA Listing of Endangered Corals Public Hearing, February
5, 2013, 6-8 p.m., Salas Eugene Francis Physics Building, Room
229, UPR Mayagiiez Campus.

© NOAA Listing of Endangered Corals Public Hearing, February
6, 2013, 7-9 p.m., VI National Park Conference Room, Chris-
tiansted, USVI

© ENTSC Ecosystem Services Provided by Bats Webinar, Febru-
ary 7, 2013, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

© NOAA Listing of Endangered Corals Public Hearing, February
7, 2013, 7-9 p.m., Windward Passage Hotel, St. Thomas, USVI.

® Coffee Harvest Festival, February 8-10, 2013, Johnny Arbona
Stadium, Maricao, PR.

o St. Croix Agriculture & Food Fair, February 16-18, 2013, St.
Croix Agriculture Fair Grounds, USVI.

© Nutrient Management & Conservation Workshop, February
20, 2013, 9 a.m., Isabela Experiment Station.

© ENTSC Primer on NRCS Environmental Compliance Webinar,
February 20, 2013, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

© Nutrient Management & Conservation Workshop, February
27,2013, 9 a.m., Gurabo Experiment Station.

® ENTSC GIS in the Field: Using LiDAR Makes Sense Webinar,
February 27, 2013, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

© ENTSC The Public & Natural Resource Management Webinar,
March 5, 2013, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

© Nutrient Management & Conservation Workshop, March 13,
2013, 9 a.m., Corozal Experiment Station.

© ENTSC How & What Social Media is Being Used in Natural
Resource Outreach Webinar, March 13, 2013, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

© Nutrient Management & Conservation Workshop, March 20,
2013, 9 a.m., Juana Diaz Experiment Station.

© ENTSC Why Some Wetland Plants are Invasive & How they
Affect Restoration Webinar, March 26, 2013, 3:00- 4:00 p.m.

© ENTSC Soil Health Management Systems: Using NRCS Con-
servation Practice Standards for a Sustainable System Webi-
nar, March 27, 2013, 2:00-3:00 p.m.
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