
Wetland Determination Process Flowchart 
 
 

NRCS receives an AD-1026 and #10a or #10b is answered “yes” ~ OR ~ #10c is answered “yes” and producer requests 
a wetland determination 

Prepare base map marking the site boundaries on the latest aerial 
photography and/or Geographic Information System (GIS). 

Was the site cropped in 1985? 
Y N 

Is the site currently being used to 
produce annually tilled 
agricultural commodity crops or is 
it improved (non-native) pasture? 

Y N 
Is it still non-crop? 

Y N 

Using state developed offsite mapping conventions, delineate potential 
wetlands on hydric soils within the specific site boundaries (hydrology and 
vegetation documentation). 

Use the 1987 Corps Manual to conduct the 
on-site wetland determination. 

Y 

> 50% years have 
positive indicators for 
hydrology and 
vegetation? 

N 
N 

Does an atypical situation exist? 
(Vegetation altered or removed, 
hydric soils covered or removed, 
hydrology altered)? 

Y 

Use National Food Security Act 
Manual (NFSAM) Part 514 to 
determine the appropriate label and 
confirm with a site visit, when 
necessary. 

Send determination 
of NO wetland to 
landowner. 

Identify plant community 
type(s) and/or hydric soils 
map units on undisturbed 
areas. 

Use Atypical Procedures 
(Part 514.09) – Determine 
previous conditions for 
disturbed factor(s) and 
complete analysis of all 3 
factors. 

Are Hydric 
soils 
present? 

N 
N 

Is the site a problem area 
(thick Mollic and/or annual 
or seasonal variations that 
result in absence of 
indicators)? 

Y 

Select representative data point in each community, mark the 
location with the Global Positioning System (GPS).  
Determine presence of all three: 
~ Hydrophytic Vegetation 
~ Hydrology Indicators 
~ Hydric Soil 
at all sample points and record on Corps of Engineers (COE) 
data form. 

Use Problem Area Procedures (Part 514.10) 
– Document criteria needing further 
evaluation and available information. 

Y 
Are/were wetland present at sample 
points? N 

Send determination 
of NO wetland to 
landowner 

N 
Is it a potential converted wetland 
(CW)? Y 

Go to Wetland Determination for 
Potential Violations Flowchart 

Complete field wetland determination 
documentation and delineate boundaries on 
aerial photos. 

Follow procedures to certify preliminary determination as stated in NFSAM 
Part 514 and mail certified wetland determination to client and landowner. 
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