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VERMONT 2011 WHIP PRESCREENING 
 
This prescreening form will be completed by the local field office for all WHIP applications. 
 
1) Is the applicant more than a year behind schedule on any other Financial Assistance 
program contract? See attached list A. If applicant has or is a member of an entity on any 
other contract that is more than a year behind schedule due to no fault of NRCS, the 
application will be labeled “low” priority in ProTracts and will be deferred to the next 
funding cycle. This action needs to be taken by November 15, 2010. 
 
Staff should use due diligence to review ProTracts carefully to determine if an applicant is 
behind on a prior year contract under any cost share program. Attached list A represents the 
primary list, but will not show contracts that have had date change modifications to bring them 
up to date, but for which practice implementation is still incomplete. If the applicant is either not 
on the attached list A or is not associated with an entity that is on the attached list A, and the PA 
has confirmed that any prior year contracts are on schedule unless due to NRCS, proceed to 
question #2. 
 
2) Did the applicant have any other EQIP, WHIP or AMA contracts there were cancelled,  
terminated, or expired for any reason within the last two years prior to October 1, 2010? If 
so, they will be shown on the attached list B. If the applicant is on list B or is an member of 
an entity on list B, their application will be labeled “low” priority in ProTracts and will be 
deferred to the next funding cycle. This action needs to be taken by November 15, 2010. 
 
3) Does the application include practices to address a fish or wildlife habitat priority or 
resource concern identified in the current Vermont WHIP Plan?  
 
For example, if the applicant only wants to do a single non-priority practice such as food plots, 
you would need to answer no to this question. If the application does not include a practice such 
as this, change the status of the application to ‘ineligible’ in ProTracts. This application is not 
suitable for ranking and does not meet Vermont NRCS minimum program requirements. If the 
application does include a practice as mentioned in question 3, proceed to question 4. 
 
4) Are the site conditions suitable for the proposed practices?  
 
Answer no to this question if the site conditions are problematic and are not suitable or 
advisable. An example of this is an early successional opening in a clay plain forest fragment or 
invasive plant control in a suburban setting with no wildlife habitat value. Answer no if fish 
passage is proposed with no supporting geomorphic and biological evaluations or if it has been 
found to be not suitable after review. If site conditions are not suitable for the proposed practices, 
change the status of the application to ‘ineligible’ in ProTracts. This application is not suitable 



for ranking and does not meet Vermont NRCS minimum program requirements. If the site 
conditions are suitable for the practices, proceed to question 5. 
 
5) Is the applicant willing and able to implement management actions that will address 
their objectives but also address habitat needs of the species of greatest conservation need 
(SGCN)? 
 
Refer to the WHIP Handbook for minimum size managements to benefit SGCN. As an example, 
if the applicant is only willing to consider a ½ acre early successional opening, this would not 
meet the needs of the SGCN. Also, if they applicant only had a 2 acre field to mow, the benefits 
are likely to be too small to warrant a contract. If the application does not include practices to 
address habitat needs of the SGCN, label the application ‘low’ priority in ProTracts and proceed 
to question 6. Complete the ranking for this application AFTER all ‘high’ priority applications 
are ranked. If the application does include practices to address habitat needs to the SGCN, 
proceed to question 6. 
 
6) THIS PART IS TO BE COMPLETED BY DECEMBER 15, 2010. Is the application 
complete as per Part 512 Subpart C, which includes all of the following? 

 Application was submitted using form NRCS-CPA-1200, signed and dated by 
October 1, 2010 

 Applicant has received a copy of the contract appendix, NRCS-CPA-1202 
appendix 

 Applicant has the following certifications established and/or updated and filed at 
the USDA Service Center: 

o Form AD-1026, HELC and WC Certification 
o Form CCC-926, AGI Certification for 2010 
o Form CCC-901A, Member Information (refer to 512.20C) 
o Signature Authority (refer to 512.20C and 512.21) 

 Application has been entered into ProTracts with a minimum status of ‘pending’ 
 Applicant has submitted their completed and signed Direct Deposit form, SF-

1199A to NRCS 
 WHIP eligibility requirements have been confirmed (517.22) and ‘other 

eligibility’ has been checked in ProTracts. 
 Applicant has self certified that they control the land that they’re enrolling in 

the program by signing the ‘Control of Land Certification’ document 
 
If all eligibility factors have not been addressed by December 15, 2010, the application is 
incomplete and will be deferred to the next funding cycle. 
If the application is complete by December 15, 2010 and it is an application that includes 
practices to address habitat needs of the SGCN, label the application ‘high’ priority in ProTracts 
and proceed to ranking.  


