
State Technical Committee Minutes 
Richmond, Virginia 

March 27, 2012 

 

Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, welcomed the group and opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  He had 

attendees introduce themselves and the agency/organization represented.   

 

Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Jack Bricker (NRCS), Libby Norris (CBF), Emily Horsley (FSA), Dan 

Solomon (NRCS), Patricia Stansbury (VABF, WRIR), Mark Schonbeck (VABF, SSAWG), Chad Wentz (NRCS),  

Diane Dunaway (NRCS),  Patrick Vincent (NRCS), Ron Wood (NRCS), Alan Spivey (VA Forage and 

Grasslands Council/VA Cattlemen Assn.), Tom Harlan (VDOF), Todd Groh (VDOF), Dale Gardner (WSI), Gary 

Moore (VA DCR), John Parker (VA Pork Producers), Pat Paul (NRCS), David Kriz (NRCS), Greg Frey (VSU 

Cooperative Extension), Dave Byrd (USFWS), Keith Boyd (NRCS), Mike Oesterling (SGV), Georgia Solseth 

(NRCS Recorder). 

 

Jack Bricker – NRCS – Opening Comments: Jack noted that there are three initiatives in the state out of 17 

country-wide:  the Longleaf Pine, Chesapeake Bay Watershed, and, the newest one, the Golden-Winged 

Warbler. Nationwide, the funding is moving to species specific initiatives. As resources are cut, it will impact 

the amount and distribution of funds available for our clients.  He mentioned the following changes:  a year ago 

we lost the RC&D program, the watershed program and dam rehabilitation programs are essentially non-

existent (there are about 12,000 dams in the US with current funding to complete only about 6 projects per 

year), the Soil Survey Program is undergoing a reorganization, Conservation Delivery Streamlining Initiative 

will change NRCS planning in the field, and there will be changes with NRCS administrative staff.  These 

changes all affect how we do business – what will the field office look like in the future?  We will work with 

Partners to get input on how they see us best getting the job done. At the next State Technical Committee 

meeting, there will be a facilitated interview process with attendees to get input.  NRCS will also facilitate 

meetings throughout the state and send questionnaires to employees, partners, and landowners. Information will 

be analyzed and a plan submitted to Headquarters.  Jack was asked if he anticipates more or less use of TSPs.  

He said that NRCS will keep pushing the use of TSPs.  VA has 40 certified foresters who help with private 

forestry work. Opportunities exist but we have only been moderately successful in getting people interested in 

becoming TSPs. He also mentioned that he is not optimistic on the 2012 Farm Bill; believes Congress will 

extend current one.    

 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP & CREP) 

 

Emily Horsley – FSA – (handout attached).  Reviewed the CREP enrollment progress report on handout.  

Indicated a letter was drafted to DCR to increase enrollment ceiling for Southern Rivers by an additional 5,000 

acres.  Also, recently approved the reduction of Culpeper Safe practice eligibility from 25 to 10 acres.  CRP 

general signup is open until April 6. Producers can offer whole fields for enrollment. There will be a national 

ranking using Environment Benefit Index. 

 

Status of FY12 Program Funds 

 

Dan Solomon – (NRCS) Farm Bill Programs: (handouts attached) The first EQIP evaluation period ended 

February and the majority of funds have been used. Second period ends the end of March.  TSPs are drumming 

up work for Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs).  Energy audits are getting better, so we should see an increase 

in those. In CBWI, funds were recently allocated to CCPI so activity should start to increase.  There are no 

concerns that funds won’t be used. Plan to move $75,000 from Animals in Confinement to reserve account 

because we will not receive any money from HQ for contract modifications.  We will try to plan for 

modifications but like to have a reserve just in case.  Reminded everyone that EQIP is available state-wide, 

CBWI is only available in the watershed. 

 



Ron Wood – (NRCS) Organic:  $350,000 have been allocated.  Sign-ups have been slow.  There are 2 

approved contracts and 5 pending.  High Tunnel: HQ manages HT funding and approvals.  We have pre-

approved funding for 60+ applications for over $400,000.  Energy: Two applications for $130,000 have been 

funded.  Wade added that energy audits must be completed before an application is eligible for implementation 

funding.  Audits have been increasing so requests for implementation will probably increase as well. 

 

Diane Dunaway – NRCS Easement (Detailed report attached) – Jeremy Stone is on detail to HQ for another 

three weeks. FRPP: Actively seeking applications because we have $1.3 million unobligated.  GRP: There is 

more interest than money.  WRP:  Easement design is concurrent with acquisition so that once approved it can 

move forward to construction of the restoration practices.  There are 14 site visits planned – 10 for new sites 

and 4 reapplications.  One application is for over 900 acres and could take most of the funding.  Will request 

additional funds, but will probably defer large application until funds are available to fund the entire easement.   

 

FY12 Program Updates 

 

Wade Biddix – (NRCS) Golden-winged Warbler:  Provided multiple handouts regarding GWW initiative.  

Virginia is part of a large focus area (much of which is public land).  We will need to work with private 

landowners. Provided names of committee and key dates.  The committee needs to estimate acres before sign-

up.  May receive a second signup.  Believe this is a year for staging and ramping up for the future.  Core and 

supporting practices have been identified.  NRCS has developed a draft fact sheet and welcomes any comments 

or suggestions.  The National release was provided to give larger context.  The GWW initiative is one of seven 

nation-wide to focus on a specific species, however, other species will benefit as well.  Dan added that he was 

in contact with a VCU workgroup who is studying GWW counts – suggests partnering with them on this effort.  

Wade believes that efforts are switching to WLFW because WHIP was cut from $85 to $50 million nationwide. 

 

Ron Wood – (NRCS) Wildlife Practices in EQIP:  (Handout attached) Wade led with describing the situation 

- there are 71 applications in WHIP with no funding.  HQ has directed NRCS to consider trying to fund wildlife 

practices in EQIP.  Plan to get $150k from EQIP – will pull $25K from aquaculture, $50,000 from CMNP since 

there have been no requests, $5k each from CAP104 and 118, $10k from energy audit, and $55K from cropland.  

This will be for this year only as WHIP is funded annually.  Applicants that have applied under WHIP will need 

to reapply under EQIP.  Ron provided the DRAFT EQIP – Wildlife – Upland Habitat Creation worksheets.  It 

concentrates on upland habitat creation and identifies 17 EQIP practices that can be funded under EQIP.  

 

Patrick Vincent – (NRCS) National Water Quality Initiative:  (Handout attached) Virginia was directed to 

set aside 5% of EQIP funds for this initiative which amounts to $456,780 and to select 1-3 watersheds; worked 

with DCR and DEQ to identify one in each Area with the exception of Area 1 which already has Smith Creek.  

Handout provides maps of each of the areas and a breakdown of the land cover. Provided a list of tentative core 

and supporting practices some of which will require a waiver since we don’t have them in Virginia.  Wade 

added that selection was difficult because many watersheds had impairments from natural causes.  Our goal is 

for TMDL waters to be removed from the impaired waters list.  If NRCS can move them off of TMDL list we 

need to focus on agriculturally impaired watersheds and work on cropland and pasture conservation issues.  

There may be existing EQIP applications that we can move to this initiative. Wade stressed to keep the potential 

watershed information confidential – this is still an internal action. HQ has not made an official announcement 

yet and no official state press releases can be made until after the HQ announcement.   

 

FY13 Farm Bill Program Offerings 

 

Wade Biddix  (NRCS):  NRCS is trying to look forward regarding program offerings for FY13.  Please let us 

know about your potential projects and ideas.  NRCS will contact the Local Work Groups to solicit input on 

things that are or aren’t working at the local level.  These Work Group meetings will be open to all agencies and 

organizations.  Local SWCDs will be asked to convene local Work Group meetings; the state office will not 

have meeting dates and times.  Received suggestions from the committee members regarding how to solicit 



input to include advertising meetings in the VA Cattlemen’s Association Magazine which goes to 8,000 people 

monthly, utilizing Farm Bureau to get the word out, and sending information to technical committee members 

when ready to advertise meeting.   

 

Agency Updates 

 

Chad Wentz (NRCS) –Discussed FY13 Regional Payment Plan.  Country was broken into 13 regions.  

Regions set scenarios but national will set costs for each component of scenarios.  In FY-12, identified top 15 

practices and cost lists.  All other practices will be done by November.  Also informed group that NHQ has an 

agreement with 4 universities to provide CRP Readiness training to TSPs.  Our area’s training will be in 

Charlottesville on May 7-8 and registration is through the University of Wisconsin.  

 

Libby Norris  (CB) – Organization involved with Farm Bill discussion on Hill – agrees with Jack that new 

Farm Bill will probably not happen. Stewardship grant, which concentrates on Smith Creek and funds a couple 

of technicians and some cost-share programs, closes in December.  Announced Canoe Trip down Smith Creek 

on April 21. 

 

Mike Oesterling (SGV) – Announced that they submitted a CIG proposal on Water Quality Credit trading. 

 

Keith Boyd (NRCS) – Area has significant workload in converting applications to contracts.  Shared info 

regarding joint meeting on Wildlife. Informed group that Pat Tyrrell passed away. 

 

Dave Byrd (USFWS) – Advised group of temporary personnel changes, that CCPI at Cooper Creek is going 

well and that agreement with NRCS is good for 3 years but they are reviewing to see what needs updating or 

adding. 

 

John Parker (VA Pork) – Expressed appreciation for work NRCS does and concern that mandated ethanol 

production will force industry to take land currently in conservation for corn and grain production. 

 

Patrick Vincent (NRCS) – CIG update: in National CIG VA had 8 single-state and 3 multi-state proposals that 

advanced to full proposal stage. 

 

Gary Moore (DCR) – Announced agency is releasing $8.6 M in supplemental cost-share grants, and is 

changing allocation categories to district level focused funds so that funds get out more quickly.   

 

Alan Spivey (VA Cattlemen) – Shared that he reviewed the Stockpile demo enhancement which was excellent 

and provided some suggestions to JB Daniel. 

 

Greg Frey (VSU) – Shared that he works with VSU that has a new Forestry Program and education, outreach, 

and research program. 

 

Todd Groh (VDOF) – Updated group on Nursery operations which were very successful – sold all 26 million 

seedlings and plan to expand next year to include containerized long leaf pine seedlings.  They have struggled 

with hardwood plantings.  DOF is involved with bio-fuels by harvesting timberland debris, chipping and 

bringing to plants.  Effort has helped in timber reclamation.  Also, working with Tree Farms to be land certified 

– would harvest from sustainable land and possibly stewardship land.  Informed group that agency is 

reorganizing as well - losing many positions and moving towards a “Mobile” program where foresters work 

from trucks.  They are also closing 6 buildings to make up for budget shortfalls and to move toward mobile 

plan.  Stated that there will be a possible 14% decrease in the Forest Stewardship Program. 

 



Emily Horsley (FSA) – Informed group that BCAP is open to accept proposals for project areas for producers 

and facilities for financial incentives to produce Bio-fuels; process is involved and more information can be 

found on the FSA website. 

 

Patricia Stansbury (VABF) – Stated that agency is hiring a new Executive Director.  Provided update on 

mining uranium in Pittsylvania County and provided public meeting notices on the National Research Council 

report on Uranium mining. 

 

Mark Schonbeck (VABF/SSAWG) - Updated group on the success and exceptional speakers of the annual 

Virginia Biological Farming Conference in February. 

 

David Kriz (NRCS) – Four new soil surveys are available on-line for Patrick, Brunswick, Franklin, and 

Amherst counties.  

 

Jack Bricker (NRCS) - Thanked everyone for their input.  Commented that we face many challenges – we 

have to “feed a hungry world” yet at the same time meet other energy and conservation demands. Yield will 

increase but won’t be sustainable unless we consider soil health and quality.  We need to improve, not just 

sustain.  Reiterated that at the next meeting, he will facilitate comments regarding how to do just that with the 

Field Office of the Future. 

 

Wade Biddix – (NRCS) - Meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:36 p.m. Wade thanked everyone for 

coming and announced that the next STC meeting is scheduled for May 22, 2012, at 10 a.m.    
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