
State Technical Committee Minutes 
Richmond, Virginia 
September 25, 2012 

 
Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m., welcoming all and explaining that 
several people would be joining us via teleconference.  He introduced himself and then asked attendees to do 
the same and sign the attendance list.  It was noted that handouts were available on the table in the front of the 
room.  A handout containing a summary of the results of the Local Work Group (LWG) meetings held for FY 
2013 is included for informational purposes but will not be reviewed in the meeting (included with other 
handouts in web upload of minutes). 

Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Jack Bricker (NRCS), Emily Horsley (FSA), Betsy Bowles (DEQ), Chad 
Wentz (NRCS), Ron Wood (NRCS), John H. Parker (VPIB),  Jeremy Stone (NRCS), Alan Spivey (VA 
Forage & Grasslands/VA Cattlemen Assn.), Dan Solomon (NRCS),  Blair Krusz (Virginia Agribusiness 
Council), Todd Groh (DOF), Jessica Rhodes (USFWS), Sue Ellen Johnson (PEC), Jon Roller 
(Ecosystem Services), David Kriz (NRCS), Greg Frey (VSU/VCE), Maribeth Pettigrew (NRCS 
Recorder).  

Connected via teleconference:  Karen Hudson (VIMS), Mark Dubin (UMD/MAWP/CBPO), Seth 
Coffman (TU). 

 
Jack Bricker – NRCS – Opening Comments:  We are coming to the end of the fiscal year.  As you know, there 
is still no Farm Bill approved, but there is a Continuing Resolution in place so that NRCS funding will continue 
through March 27, 2013.  It’s an election year; we don’t expect to see any more activity moving the Farm Bill 
forward until after the election in November.  Overall, it’s been a good year with a record number of funds 
obligated. 
 
Emily Horsley– FSA – (handout) CRP/CREP – Status update per handout.  Details of existing contracts 
include Chesapeake Bay, Southern Rivers, CP-33 Habitat Buffer for Upland Birds, CP-36 Longleaf Pines and 
SAFE.  Any further contracts are on hold because of waiting for decisions re: Farm Bill. 
 
Status of Program Funds: 
 
Jeremy Stone – (NRCS) – Easements – (Handout) – Reporting for FRPP/WRP/GRP – it’s been a banner year 
with 17 total easements closed.  Details of those easements including the number of acres involved are on the 
attached handout.  Also listed on the handouts are the details of new enrollments for FY-12, a total of 19 new 
enrollments. 
 
Dan Solomon – (NRCS) EQIP/CBWI/CSP – (Handouts) – Very successful year.  Details on handouts 
regarding funds allocated and the number of contracts as well as the amount of funds that remain unobligated. 
 
Ron Wood – (NRCS) - Organic/ WHIP – (Handout)  Review of these programs on handout includes the same 
information as the programs covered by Dan. 
 
Wade noted that between the four programs, somewhere in the neighborhood of 24-25 million has been 
allocated during FY 2012. 
 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) - CIG grants – (Handout) Three CIG proposals were selected for funding in FY-12.  
One with Hanover-Caroline SWCD, also involving participation of several counties; another with VA Tech, and 
the 3rd with VA No-Till Alliance.  Also, one of the CIG proposals was funded with the DCR – Division of 
Natural Heritage for a Virginia Wetlands Catalog was funded with EQIP funds through a Contribution 
Agreement.   



Farm Bill Proposed Program Changes FY 2013 
 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) – PowerPoint presentation (Handout) and discussion of proposed FY-13 program 
offerings.  This presentation/discussion took up a good portion of the meeting with questions and answers.   
 
Agency Updates: 
 
Seth Coffman – (TU) – Spent the last 2 weeks of August on a pilot stream restoration project on Smith Creek 
in Shenandoah County.  This pilot project utilized the 580 cost share practice to repair unstable eroding stream 
banks at three locations on the participating farm thus dramatically reducing erosion and sedimentation to Smith 
Creek as well as improving the stream habitat.  The conservation plan for the farm also excluded cattle from the 
creek and calls for a rotational grazing system that the farmer is currently working on. 
 
TU also partnered with Chesapeake Bay Foundation on another streambank restoration project on Smith Creek 
in Rockingham County on Sept 17-21 to stabilize and eliminate erosion at 2 locations on the farm prior to a 
larger CREP planting that is scheduled to go in this winter. 
 
TU will be working to assess and design stream restoration projects on Beaver Creek in Rockingham County, 
Spout Run in Clarke County, and explore additional restoration opportunities on Smith Creek adjacent to 
previous projects. 
 
Karen Hudson (VIMS) – VIMS will soon be publishing oyster aquaculture crop budgets for small-scale and 
medium-scale farms.  These enterprise budgets are aimed at helping new and expanding businesses understand 
their costs and for lenders to better understand the aquaculture business.  Budgets along with a user’s manual 
will be available on the VIMS Marine Advisory Program webpage in October.  www.vims.edu/map under 
“aquaculture”. 
 
Todd Groh – (VDOF) –  

• The DOF reorganization is ongoing with the field staff still determining how to make everything work at 
the field level.  Todd asked the committee members to provide any feedback that they hear about the 
availability of DOF personnel.  It is important to the DOF that our landowner assistance services are not 
negatively impacted by this change. 

 
• The DOF is asking for help collecting hardwood seed for the Crimora Nursery in Augusta County.  We 

are looking for all acorns and nuts; however we really want to get red oak acorns.  Any and all help 
would be appreciated in collecting the seed.  Volunteers can drop the acorns and nuts off at their local 
DOF offices or contact the local DOF staff for assistance. 

 
• The DOF may have a very limited supply of Virginia longleaf pine seedling available to the public in 

2013.  The North Carolina state nursery has been growing all of Virginia’s longleaf seedlings over the 
past years; however, the DOF is piloting a containerized growing stock project this year at the Garland 
Gray Forestry Center in Sussex County.  Since there have been such a low number of longleaf pine 
seedlings grown in the past, all of the seedlings had been planted on public lands. 

 
• The Emerald Ash Borer continues to be a problem throughout Virginia.  It has been found in northern, 

southern and western counties in Virginia and there isn’t much that can be done to slow the spread of the 
insect.  Eventually most, if not all of the ash trees in Virginia’s forest will succumb to the insect.  There 
has been some limited research done on a biological control of the borer, but the research is in the early 
stages.  

 



• The NRCS/DOF Liaison position is coming around to its one year anniversary, and both the DOF and 
NRCS have seen enough value in the position to continue it for another year.  Therefore, the position 
will be funded through December 2013, and Todd will continue in that position. 

 
Blair Krusz – (VAC) - We have been working with DCR/VDACS on their new Small AFO strategy that Betsy 
Bowles mentioned, and as always we are participating and/or monitoring other regulatory actions and studies. 
Now, we are trying to figure out what’s going to happen without a Farm Bill and what it means for all of the 
programs that expire on Sept. 30. 
 
Betsy Bowles – (DEQ) – Discussed ongoing work with AFO regulations. 
 
Greg Frey – (VSU/VCE) – 

• 2012 is the 150th anniversary of the Morrill Act (established Land Grant Universities) and the 50th of the 
McIntire-Stennis Act (established a fund to support forestry research).  Be sure to celebrate! 

• In October, the Virginia Forest Landowner Education Program (VA Coop Extension) is hosting 4 Fall 
Forestry and Wildlife Field Tours.  See http://web1.cnre.vt.edu/forestupdate/Pages/field%20tours.html 
(brochure included with handouts) 

• On October 30-31, VSU/VCE is leading the Small Farm Family Conference in Danville, VA.  For 
information and registration, contact Mark Klingman, Program Assistant, Phone: (804) 524-5960, Fax: 
(804) 524-5714, Email: mklingman@vsu.edu 

• Dr. Marcus Comer is working towards creating an urban indoor food production and distribution facility 
in an abandoned building in Petersburg.  He hopes to work with NRCS on an energy audit. 

 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) – thanked attendees for coming and adjourned meeting at 11:24.  Next meeting is 
scheduled for November 27, 2012, at 10 a.m.    
 

http://web1.cnre.vt.edu/forestupdate/Pages/field%20tours.html
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