State Technical Committee Minutes
Richmond, Virginia
May 24, 2011

Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, welcomed the group and opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. He then
had each person introduce themselves.

Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Peter Thomas (CoalTec Energy), Libby Norris (CBF), Emily Horsley
(FSA), Keith Boyd (NRCS), Patricia Stansbury (VABF), Mark Dubin (UMD/MAWP/CBPOQ), Barry Harris
(NRCS), Chad Wentz (NRCS), John H. Parker (VA Pork), Diane Dunaway (NRCS), Karen Hudson (VIMS),
Jeremy Stone (NRCS), Ron Wood (NRCS), Jim Wesson (VMRC), Dean Cumbria (VDOF), Dale Gardner (WSI),
Gary Moore (VA DCR), Sally Norton (Community Public Health), David Phemister (TNC), Maribeth Pettigrew
(NRCS Recorder).

Wade Biddix — (NRCS) Opening Comments: A budget has finally been approved; we are already heavily
into FY11 but looking at next fiscal year; it will be here shortly. We received more money for programs than we
have in recent years. Next year is an election year, and that brings the question as to whether a new Farm Bill
will be approved. Wade stated that he believes we will start FY-12 with the current Farm Bill, so he does not
want to make many changes to the current program offerings. A new Farm Bill in 2012 is a possibility so
changes could be coming for FY-13 and beyond. This will be discussed as we go through the agenda today.

Emily Horsley — FSA re: CREP — Handout — She went over the different programs as seen on her handout;
then said that FSA has seen a good jump in activity following their CREP rallies in February. There have been
several new sign-ups in several of the fund categories. Tomorrow FSA has a field meeting in New Kent
focusing on long leaf pine, and they are looking forward to that. They have been meeting to come up with
marketing strategies and have been signing agreements with some other agencies. They have discussed this in
their local working group (LWG) meetings but need to make more of an effort to contact producers who
wouldn’t be enrolling anyway. They are hoping to work towards WHIP implementation goals — not just in
Chesapeake Bay but across the whole state. Specifically, they have been encouraging tree and grass buffers and
focusing on implementation of all the practices CREP offers, and have especially been trying to increase sign-
up numbers.

Wade mentioned that we just sent out LWG worksheets too; hopefully there can be coordination with the
agencies at the local level on proposed changes for FY-12. Dale Gardner asked how much less expensive it is
to do grass vs. trees for buffers. Emily explained some of the specifics that are necessary in trying to get
canopy closure. It is more expensive, but we do see more conservation buffers. Gary Moore said that it’s three
or four hundred dollars per acre more expensive than establishing grass buffers. The rental rate is not different.

Gary Moore — FSA - AG BMP cost-share program statewide. SL-6 practice extension is providing for
extended water pipe troughs etc. throughout the state, not just in the Chesapeake Bay (CB) Watershed area.
There are limits, but this is a positive move and will help bring people in to participate who have been hesitant
previously. Dale Gardner asked about bringing power to sites being cost prohibitive. Gary said there are
options with solar powered systems etc. and that people should be looking at other options. People like to put in
wells and pumps, but that can be cost prohibitive and is not a good answer to the problem.

Libby Norris commented that technical assistance is where the need really is. She asked if the State BMP
Manual is out yet. Response: It will be out; the training is coming up in June. She also asked if there are any
major changes. Gary said he was going to mention it during agency updates later, but would do it now. He
passed around a handout that shows changes that were approved and signed by David Johnson back in March.
It will be implemented July 1%. Examples of kinds of changes are: the name of one of the continuous programs
has been changed; one practice that was a base practice has been elevated to priority (see handout); a big item -
SL6 will allow cost-share on dry wells and the risk will be taken away from the participant; a geo-technical



survey can be brought in up-front in an area that is questionable in terms of water availability; nutrient
management program record-keeping will not be funded in state cost-share (that may affect what NRCS wants
to do with EQIP) . One last item that is a surprise: There will be a $10 per acre bonus payment that is a bio-
fuels benefit. One other small item that is not listed is continuous no-till clarification. While the practice is in
life span, there will be no tillage. Some districts were allowing this, but now there will be no allowance of
tillage at all.

Libby asked whether the new state tax credit would be in the new manual. Yes it will be — it allows refunds to
come directly from the Department of Taxation and may bring in participants who were hesitant previously.

Wade Biddix — (NRCS) — Save the Date — A National Historical Marker will be dedicated for Hugh Hammond
Bennett on July 15, 2011, in Louisa County (Handout). This will also commemorate the completion of soil
mapping in VA. Directions are provided on the front table for anyone interested.

Wade Biddix — (NRCS) — CIG — Last year we funded two projects: one for slug management in no-till crops
and one for cover crops. This year funding was increased from $150 thousand to $225 thousand and we were
able to fund six projects. (see handout) $248 thousand was actually funded, so there was an increase because
of the “worthiness” of these six projects.

Gary Moore asked “Who is leading the phosphorous excretion project?” Response: J.B. Daniel is the lead
contact for NRCS and the responsible party is Dr. Mark McCann with VA Tech.

Status of funds: handouts — EQIP — $11 million in FY11; currently most of that is committed; a large
percentage of what is left is for organic producers. We have not had enough applications to allocate organic
funds, although there are a few in pre-approval stages. Sometimes producers cancel and we reallocate those
funds. Julylst is the deadline for obligation of all our funds; there will be a sweep at that point; any funds we
don’t have allocated may be taken back by NHQ and given to others. Last year we did not allocate all of our
organic funds, but things have been better this year. We don’t set the organic allocation; NHQ does.

CBWI - organized a little differently. The total is $14.3 million - $11.5 million is now allocated. (see handout)
We do have a few funds left but are trying to get everything allocated before the deadline. We are getting very
close and should meet obligation deadline without a problem. We only have $18,000 in the reserve account —
that is really close in terms of how much is needed with this large of a budget. The biggest backlog in CB has
to do with animals in confinement fund pool.

CSP - no handout. Sign-up was down this year. Less than 100 signed up. Usually there are about 200
applications. There has been some shake up on the national level; some negative publicity and that seems to
have affected the sign-up numbers. It isn’t just in Virginia; nationwide participation in this program is down.
We will have a few more fully contracted before we are done, but the deadline for those allocations is May
27th,

Ron Wood — NRCS — WHIP - handout — 76% of obligations have now been completed — we will end the year
with about 86% obligated. We have already obligated 100% of funds where we can move the monies around.
There is a national earmark for some categories so these monies cannot be moved to other areas. We have
requested additional funding if some becomes available from other states.

Organic is slow going. He threw out the question again, as he did last meeting, to the group, “How much
organic food did you buy last week?” There is money out there for interested producers in this area. There is
an increase in interest, but there are definitely still funds available. Patricia Stansbury asked how to get certain
programs eligible for funds — Ron and Wade answered that it would have to be made eligible through the
upcoming Farm Bill. We have to live by the statutes that are established. Mark wanted to ask re: organic
certifying, whether agents are fully aware of offerings. Response: Ron said we work closely with VDACS and



thinks we’ve done a good job of beating the bushes, but we aren’t sure what the hold-up is. The issue has to do
with a lot of people who don’t feel the need to be USDA certified organic in order to be successful. It is
prohibitive in its requirements, Patricia Stansbury commented. She said that people have to do paperwork for
certification and then more paperwork for application of funds. Ron clarified some of the laws — we cannot
take money back. People who try it out before certification are not obligated to become certified with a penalty
that they would otherwise have to pay money back. That’s not how it works. The driving force of all our
payments is that we have to be addressing resource concerns. Organic goals aren’t always as obvious in what
they are trying to meet. Energy savings on all kinds of things are built into it. If you are certified, it’s very
strict.

Easement Programs

Jeremy Stone — NRCS - FRPP — (handout) — Covered status last meeting. We have received 2 applications
that only request 31% of our allocation; we are moving to obligate those funds next week. We are still looking
for FRPP applications. Partners have informed us that there is a lack of matching funds. Moving into FY12 -
two of our partners who offer matching funds received much larger funds from the Legislature, so we are
expecting an increase in the next FY. No substantive changes in the programs — always looking to make things
more transparent, etc. We welcome feedback re: comments, concerns, questions to help us make the process
better. We are in the middle of making a state plan for FRPP. There are two questions at the bottom of the
handout. Jeremy asked the group to please take the time to respond to those questions and give feedback via e-
mail. He also asked the group to let us know if their organizations are interested in funds for next year and
reiterated that we are looking for projects for the rest of this year - FY11.

Diane Dunaway — NRCS — GRP and WRP — (handout) — The top half of the handout shows WRP obligations.
She is in the middle of doing title work now and expects agreements on all those by July 1%. We are able to
fund 6 out of 11 applications we have received and are scheduled to close on 6 in FY11. It looks like we’re
going to be able to reach the goals that were set. There is an option to do a 30 year easement, but the
applications we have this year are all permanent. Wade commented that he is very pleased that these are not
isolated in certain counties, but are spread around the state, reflecting a manifested interest in WRP.

Ranking criteria is being used very strictly. If there are additional funds, we do have other requests for funds
that aren’t quite up to the current criteria, but we could use more monies if there is extra from other states.

GRP - referred to handout. We need more monies and headquarters says they will be able to give us more
funding so we can do complete and not partial easements. We have funded 9 total and closed one last week.
Sign up — the allocation is $664,000. The demand was for 6.3 million. There were approximately 30
applications, and we were able to fund only 2 in FY11. We have asked for additional monies from NHQ. Our
backlog of requests will be in line for next year’s funds.

Diane passed out copies of scoring worksheets. She said she wouldn’t take the time to discuss here, but would
like everyone to take a look and give feedback over the next few months. She requested people send her their
feedback by e-mail.

Special Presentation:
Peter Thomas — (CoalTec Energy) — Gasification

NRCS has completed a draft national practice standards for natural animal waste gasification. The focus in
Virginia where this process would be applicable is in the Shenandoah Valley counties. Specifically there is
excess phosphorus in Rockingham County, much more than the land should have to handle. Fibrowatt wants to
put in a big facility there and combust poultry litter. The incineration process emits a lot of carbon dioxide and
not very many farmers have signed up. The energy produced would be for power. In Minnesota, currently
processors are bringing the litter in from a 100 mile radius and producing 55 megawats of powers. But the



pollution that results from the process is significant — trucking to move the waste by itself causes a lot of
pollution, without even taking into consideration the carbon dioxide produced.

Usually poultry farmers only clean out once a year. There has to be plenty of poultry litter available or the
process is not efficient. CoalTec wants to set up a regional system —a small enough area would be able to use
electric trucks to avoid air emissions and pollution. Centralized facility is scalable.

Biochar is the byproduct resulting from the gasification process. Regular phosphorus is 19% water soluble, but
81% is insoluble. But almost 100% of phosphorous sticks to the Biochar. The time frame for decomposition:
over five years or so, it becomes available for plant uptake.

After the gasification process, ammonia is broken apart so it is emitted into the atmosphere as nitrogen, not
ammonia like it would be if it was left as litter.

Mr. Thomas’s company, CoalTec, has asked NRCS to help set up the first two facilities. It is difficult to get
loans/funds to set up these gasification operations, so that is why they need NRCS help.

They have applied for a $400,000 National CIG grant. Phosphorus index may prevent farmers from putting
manure on their land. This gives farmers incentive to use commercial fertilizer and stop using manure.

Discussion ensued: The best source for funding from NRCS might be Practice 529, but there are some problems
with that; perhaps 629 — Waste Treatment would be a better fit. NRCS contracting manual’s section on joint
agreements would allow farmers to form co-ops.

Wade explained the reason that we asked Peter to attend is that NRCS has an opportunity to make a program
change and offer the gasification practice in our payment schedule for FY12. We are always trying to take new
technology and blend with our practices. This is a practice that might have some potential in the state. We’d
like to look at how we might blend this into our existing practices and cost-share programs. There are certain
restrictions. We can’t just pay for waste transport unless there is an excess in one place and it needs to be
moved.

We are at the beginning stages of this — the talking stages. No decisions have been made. Our focus is not on
revenue. Our interest is how we deal with resource issues. We try to change behaviors that are detrimental —
we know there is a lot of waste being incorrectly applied to fields with high nutrient levels. This practice could
possibly help us to address that situation.

Discussion: CIG — our state grants are limited to 75,000 a piece. Nationally they are larger. Perhaps watershed
monies? What are the possibilities? Options? How can we best potentially cost-share? We may want to
organize a smaller committee. Dale Gardner suggested setting up a working group.

Ron Wood asked where VA Poultry Growers stand on this process? Response: Peter has an upcoming meeting
with Hobey Bauhan.

Mr. Parker summarized some of the things discussed. He stated that transporting the litter 100 miles is not
feasible — already that is resulting in citations for pollution. That problem has to be solved. As things are set up
currently, their company would have to pull everything from all four counties. They need to find a way so it
doesn’t have to be trucked — ideally, it would be so close they could conveyor it over. He stated that it ought to
be a farmer owned co-op as far as their company is concerned.

Question: Is there a market for Biochar right now? Response: A small market, but really have not yet
developed a market for it. We know it can be granulated; have already tested the process. There are a few
places that need phosphorus.



Wade summarized — This is where | would like to go with this: it is a matter of exploring possibilities of adding
gasification to our animal waste treatment program offerings. The joint application may work for this practice.
It hasn’t been done in Virginia, but it has been done in some western states on large irrigation projects. Some
homework still needs to be done; ideas need to be fleshed out and brought back to the group. This is on the
cutting edge, but there are other technologies out there as well. Dale asked how agency monies would be used.
Response: Just like we set up pasture or animals in confinement money. We would set up a specific pot of
money for gasification or waste treatment. Someone asked about just trying it as a pilot project. Response: We
could set it up that way, but it does not currently fit into any of our established programs. There are some
potential challenges to overcome. i.e. in Maryland, local permits couldn’t be obtained. Other members of the
community sometimes object to facility placement. Success would depend considerably on the state nutrient
training program. Wade will send out an invitation to participate with a sub-committee discussion group on this
subject.

Chad Wentz — (NRCS) - Re: State Resource Assessment. In April, every state was given six weeks to have
their resource assessment done. The deadline is June 1%. The purpose is to try to help establish priorities re:
goal setting with funding allocations. 1t’s a work in progress. Six weeks is not a lot of time to come up with
this. Chad presented a PowerPoint with a draft of ideas regarding things like soil erosion, intersect of high run
off — erodibility factors — intercepted with highly erodible land — they are looking at areas to determine
priorities. From that, they will need to dissect out crop lands, forest lands, etc. So far they have been able to
come up with priority areas based on soil quality degradation/organic depletion. Next one — Insufficient water —
comes from DEQ info. Then Water quality degradation — intersected info like fertilizer sales, etc. NRCS
priority areas for CBWI: Water quality degradation — excessive sediment in surface waters. Degraded plant
condition — soils info — capability classes — higher are more extreme soils where plants can grow. Also cross
that with low available water supply — came up with hatched areas as potential at-risk areas. Also looked at
inadequate habitat for fish and wildlife — took out some of the areas where endangered issues aren’t present.
Another one to be considered in VA is livestock production limitation. Inefficient energy use is an official
NRCS focus just recently. The last one we need to look at are the air quality impacts. Purpose — to identify at-
risk acres and pull out pastureland, cropland, and forestland. It looks like we’re going to be asked to look at this
every three years. They are trying to get a 3 year projection. Over the years, it will be further refined. Some of
it is pretty raw data, but they are trying to get the information translated; it has been a tough challenge to try to
get all the necessary information put together within the 6 week time frame given.

Libby wondered what would be done with the info. Response: National initially said we are going to use this
for allocations. They’ve kind of backed off, but it looks like it will be a work in progress — the information may
eventually be used to determine allocations. We’re not sure exactly where it is going to go.

Mark Dubin shared that he is aware that the Maryland State Office was thinking about putting Bay issues in
overlay. That would give them more of a priority and that is something for VA to think about. DEQ data was
used in Maryland and by VA, too. Going through this assessment is providing a new view of things and making
some things jump out — verifies observations. But right now it is really just info gathering.

Update on FY12 Farm Bill Program Development

We are probably going to activate our subcommittees to look at this info and give feedback. (Handout) A
discussion ensued re: the direction aquaculture is taking. Keith Boyd commented that this year it is just getting
exposure; everyone is just getting past the learning curve and they are excited about that. There is major
development in this industry and we need to be a part of it. Gary Moore agreed with Keith. They talked about
how we can bring private input into the business. DCR is trying to promote — particularly the oyster side of
things. We want to know how to get more involved. Jim Wesson stated that the funding is going to be from
private sources, but that helping people improve beds will up production and success. They are trying to add
structure. Wade asked if there is available oyster shell material. Response: There is a basic shift going on in



the materials. When diseases were overwhelming, they were sold to the State and the State used to mine shells.
That was stopped and they started buying house shells. That is causing kind of a jam because they are keeping
the shells for their own work. Now there is more competition. Currently, that’s resulted in the lowest amount
ever bought for public — it’s going into private, and that is the way it should be. There is just not the public
money to invest in this. Private business is definitely the way to bring monies in. It is state owned land, but is
leased to private industry. Mark Dubin shared that Maryland has developed a worksheet that would be good to
look at. Galon Hall replied that we have been in discussions with Maryland. We aren’t going exactly the same
way, but we’re sharing info. This is all part of CBWI funding. The monies will probably decrease. We’ve put
about $100,000 into it in the last couple of years. We need to decide if we add the restoration side into it?
Libby asked what the time frame is to get feedback on these items. Wade responded: August is going to be
when we have the next STC meeting. We will try to do committee work and bring it together at that time, but
that may even be a bit late. It was suggested that people get the most info available to NRCS by July 1,
including initial thoughts and suggestions.

There was some discussion concerning the work NRCS has done with VT entomologist, Chris Berg, and what
the options are to continue the program there. There is currently a big concern over the stink bug and that
needs to be addressed aggressively. NRCS resource pest management concerns aren’t really in line with the
aggressive treatment approach. Implementation may not be realistic — orchard pest management — on hold until
stink bug problem gets under control. Comments: Mark Dubin asked if those funds could be redirected. He
suggested that threshold levels, controls etc. be looked at — and then monies should be redirected. Specifically,
instead of working on mating, the monies could be used to work with producers to look for best techniques to
control population. That would be more of a pesticide/IPM control, looking into appropriate times and making
sure populations are adequate.

As far as groundwater conservation projects, we typically fund about 2 contracts a year. We need to talk about
the needs and concerns that are out there with field people. This decision is still up in the air.

CIG - Do we look to continue? Do we decrease? We feel like we need to adopt more of existing programs
instead of start new programs. CIG grants need to be in our core functions. We can’t be experts on everything
—need to limit to our current specialties. Gary Moore stated that there are not many funds available for looking
at innovative ideas to use on issues. There is some concern that nobody is providing monies for new ideas.
Libby Norris also expressed the need to keep current funding levels because there is a need for funding for new
ideas.

We are not proposing to start ANY new CAPs this year. If we get applications, we will look at funding, but we
will not be looking for new opportunities with CAPS. We just haven’t funded a lot. There is no intent to
increase. That would be a lot of extra work to try to build a new program where no one is showing interest.

New Practices:

Alternative energy — There are 29 standards that have added energy as a purpose. We’ll be looking at ones we
need to fund. We’re not sure how this is going to be bundled. Libby Norris asked if this has been finalized or
just released for comment. Response: It might be posted on the Federal Register now. These are national
standards — not VA. We need to look at and adopt or revise if we want to use them as VA standards. Libby
wanted to know if we should take time to comment. Response: Provide comments to Chad Wentz.

Dale Gardner asked if gasification is considered alternative energy. Response: Could very well be, although it
is not currently adopted as part of the national standard, but it has potential.

Dale shared that he’s not opposed to gasification, but he thinks there may be other things that might be as good
or better out there or to be developed. Wade talked about letting it happen as a private enterprise if it does — if
we can help and it will feed our needs, we may want to talk about and work through as we look at new practices



and new ideas. We would like to put out a nice menu so people have options and can say that one fits their
specific concerns.

Wade asked the group to feel free to comment on the ranking tools and give NRCS feedback. The group was
given copies of the GRP/WRP maps and asked for input on how to group GARC areas. That is something we
are currently looking at and that’s another work group. Question for clarification? Are the rate groups per
acre? Response: Yes.

AGENCY UPDATES:

Patricia Stansbury (VABF) — Regarding sustainable and organic interests, Patricia voiced a concern about
development of more policy for people who spray and affect organic farmers and wondered if that was more a
VDAC:s question vs. something NRCS would be involved with. It would be VDACS; there is a process set up
for investigation. Turf grass should be included. The Pesticide Board is part of that. On the agricultural side,
there are issues that can be regulated through licensing, etc. However, the homeowners side gets harder — As
more and more people have productive gardens, it becomes a big issue. VABF is working on getting grants
and also working on financial planning and training to help organic farmers run their farms as businesses. The
concentration is in the Tidewater area; that’s where need is.

Keith Boyd — (NRCS) — Reminded the group of the long leaf pine workshop by DOF at New Kent tomorrow.
He also said there is a prescribed burn scheduled for tomorrow.

John Parker — (VA Pork) — Invited everyone to Flying Squirrels game; it’s BACON night tonight!

Mark Dubin - (UMD/MAWP/CBPO) - Information that is pertinent to this group partnership re: land grant
universities — go back and go through expert panels to examine a lot of the different processing technologies,
including manure — like this gasification. It has been set up for potential crediting for reporting and tracking. A
questions that is being explored is how to give value to models for conservation easements — ag lands? forestry
lands? They are trying to look at future forecasts for land use and be prepared to deal with potential value
issues as they transition to future needs.

Dean Cumbria — (DOF) — On June 27", a week-long training is scheduled. There are also upcoming events
like tomorrow’s New Kent Lands for Tomorrow that Keith mentioned.

Libby Norris — CBF —This last month they held a brain storming session to brainstorm buffer ideas. They are
ramping up buffers. They have hired another Rockingham Co. person, focusing on Ag and runoff. They are
also increasing activities in the Smith Creek Watershed.

Still waiting on general CRP sign up 41 because of a question re: EBI threshold. Other activities are moving
forward. Tornadoes and flooding in April resulted in people signing up to participate in their programs. Re:
BCAP - they don’t have new info on harvesting woody materials. Currently they are holding off on qualifying
applications because there are questions as to who can provide assistance to some of these people who have
applied for help with private forestry consultants. It will probably be mid-summer before new regulations can
come out. They are also participating in Lands for Tomorrow conferences — and hopefully can report at end of
June.

June 1 DCR - stormwater management division — things are changing. DCR is history. New times — will be
interesting.

Wade Biddix — (NRCS) - Asked for any other updates that anyone wanted to make and then adjourned the
meeting at 12:35 p.m. In closing, he stated that we will follow up with everyone on program developments.
We will be scheduling some subcommittee meetings in the next few months and told members to expect to hear



from us if they’ve indicated an interest in participating. We are slowly getting feedback from the local work
group questionnaires that were just distributed. As that information comes back, we’ll be in touch.

The next STC meeting is scheduled for August 17, 2011, at 10 a.m. That does not follow the established
schedule; it is a Wednesday in the middle of the month, so everyone should note the modified schedule.



State Technical Committee
Agenda
May 24, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.
Richmond NRCS State Office
1606 Santa Rosa Road, Ste. 209

Welcome, Introductions and Opening Remarks NRCS — Wade Biddix
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP & CREP) FSA — Emily Horsley
DCR - Gary Moore
CIG Projects NRCS — Wade Biddix
Status of Financial Assistance Program Funds
EQIP, CBWI, CSP NRCS — Wade Biddix
WHIP/Organic NRCS - Ron Wood
WRP/GRP NRCS - Diane Dunaway
FRPP NRCS - Diane Dunaway
Q & A on Current Year Programs/Funds All
Gasification Project Coal Tec — Peter Thomas

Coal Tec — Mike McCaskey

State Resource Assessment NRCS - Chad Wentz
Update on FY-12 Farm Bill Program Development ‘NRCS — Wade Biddix
- Potential Program Changes (Handout)
- Ranking Tools (Handouts)

- Potential New Practices
- GRP and WRP Geographic Rate Areas
- Suggestions/Comments Due By July 1%

Local Area Work Groups
STC Members

Agency Updates All
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Next Meeting — Wednesday, August 17, 2011




Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
Sign-up Progress

As of 5/24/11

Chesapeake Bay -

Southern Rivers -

CP-33 -
Habitat Buffer
For Upland Birds

CP-36
Longleaf Pines

SAFE

Culpeper Basin Bird Habitat Restoration
CP-38A — (Forested Riparian Areas)
CP-38E — (Native Grass Areas)

CP-38C

Restoration and Management of
Eastern Shore Migratory Bird
Tree/Shrub Habitat

CP-38C
Statewide Tree Planting

CP-38D
Longleaf Pine

1,820 contracts approved
16,679 acres

AVAILABLE ACRES: 8,321
Current Allocation: 25,000

2,232 contracts approved
13,234 acres

AVAILABLE ACRES: 1,766
Current Allocation: 15,000

234 contracts approved
1,671 acres

AVAILABLE ACRES: 829
Current Allocation: 2,500

18 contracts approved

303.8 acres

AVAILABLE ACRES: 3,446.2
Current Allocation: 3,750

AVAILABLE ACRES: 1000

AVAILABLE ACRES: 500

AVAILABLE ACRES: 1,800

10 contracts approved
224.23 acres

AVAILABLE ACRES: 775.7
Current Allocation: 1,000



Considerations for Program Changes FY-12

Agquaculture Options

1. Continue gear cycling (no change)
e Establish plan, implementation and monitoring criteria

2. Stop gear cycling program
3. Implement restoration of declining habitat with oyster bed restoration

Orchard Pest Management Options

1. Continue existing program but institute better management and agency oversight
2. Stop program in FY-12 (already 4 years)
e Stink bug invasion

Groundwater Conservation

Continue existing program in targeted area
Stop pilot program (already 4 years)
e Need to discuss with Area & Field staff

N

Q
o

FY-10 = 2 grants for $143,000
FY-11 = 6 grants for $248,000

Options

1. Continue in FY-12
2. Decrease limits to $150,000
3. Push adoption into programs over new ideas

CAP Options

1. Continue existing offerings
2. Do not start new CAPs unless mandated by Congress.

New Practices to consider

e Gasification

e Alternative Energy

e Energy Audit Implementation
e Roofs and Covers



MATRIX OF CHANGES TO 2012 VACS PROGRAM

Agricultural BMP

Changes Proposed

Comments

Tech. Advisory
Comm. (TAC) &
DCR Staff Position

DCR Director’s
Actions

Long Term Continuous No Till
(LT-CNT)

Change name to CCI-CNT

(Continuous Conservation Initiative

To maintain consistency

Recommended by all

Approved as

Continuous No Till) proposed
Rceforcstation of Erodible Crop | Include as priority practicc Land usc change from crop or Recommended by all
and Pasture Land pasture to forest Approved as
(FR-1) proposed

Alternative Water System
SL-6B

Rewrite to make oo:..%w:c_n with
SL-6 language

Reorganizes and clarifies tax
credit

Recommended by all

Approved as
_proposed

Stream Exclusion with Grazing
Land Management
SL-6

Allow cost share for dry wells and
geotechnical studies on a case by
case basis

To reduce financial risk to
produccr

Recommended by all

Approved as
proposed

Extension of CREP watering

Extend coverage into Southern

To increase CREP utilization

Recommended by all

systems Rivers CREP arca Approved as

SL-7 proposed
New base practice that extends 50% cost share & tax credit;

Grazing Land Management existing grazing system into upland | small nutrient and sediment Recommended by all Approved as

SL-9 pastures rcductions per acres for upland proposed

pasture management |

Nut. Man. Implementation and Do not cost share to keep records

Record Keeping Do not include in 2012 Program (no sediment or nutricnt Rccommended by all Approved as

NM-2 (3 year contract) reductions) proposed

Nut. Man. Plan Writing &

Reyvisions Allow cost share on pastures that Previously on pastures with Recommendcd by all Approved as

NM-1 (3 year contract) only receive commercial fertilizer manure or combination only proposed

Harvestable Cover Crop SL-8H | Allow $10/acre bonus payment for | Budget language introduced in | No position Approved as
small grains raised and used for thc | 2011 Va General Assembly, but proposed

production of biofuels in Virginia

not passed and enacted

Sodd Qg

DCR Drtcior Authonization to include ;52012 VACS

Aot N\w\_ 2-c/s/

Date




2011 Conservation Innovation Grants

Entity Project

Colonial SWCD Green Seeker Implementation

Colonial SWCD Zone Based Nitrogen Mgmt. in Corn

VA Tech Precision Fertilizer Management

VA Tech Large Animal Mortality

VA Tech Reducing P Excretions in Grazing

Local Food Hub Comprehensive Outreach and Marketing
Totals

No. of Years

3

Funding
$15,804
$50,000
$75,000
$2,900

$30,000
$75,000

$248,704



CB_I Funds 5k 18 2011

B! ety f
$14,312, 813 00

11,5 511029 75

ﬂgmla
Sub Funds $14,294,530.62 $11,419,062.62 79.88%|Obligated
Reserve $18,282.38 97.30%|Obligated and PreApproved
CBWI - Animals in Confinement $4,960,307.90 $4,201,546.90 $758,761.00 $0.00 | $2,438,000.00 |High
CBWI - Aquaculture $87,518.00 $87,518.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
CBWI - Cropland $2,634,030.00 $2,499,628.00 $134,402.00 $0.00 $747.00 {Medium
CBWI - Limited Resource Farmer $3,175.00 $3,175.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
CBWI - New Farmer $1,164,330.00 $910,751.00 $253,579.00 $0.00 $0.00
CBWI - Pasture $3,834,255.72 $3,216,727.72 $617,528.00 $0.00 $475,338.00 [Medium
CBWI - Socially Disadvantaged $201,914.00 $198,714.00 $3,200.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shenandoah Valtey RCD_CCPI $720,000.00 $0.00 $604,941.00 $115,059.00 $0.00
Smith Creek Showcase Watershed-Cropland $150,000.00 $44,343.00 $0.00 $105,657.00 $0.00
Smith Creek Showcase Watershed-Pasture $350,000.00 $256,659.00 $62,834.00 $30,507.00 $0.00
Trout Unlimited $50,000.00 $0.00 $24,000.00 $26,000.00 $0.00
Trout Unlimited - Stream Restoration $47,000.00 $0.00 $37,000.00 $10,000.00 $0.00
FY11 CBWI Reserve $92,000.00 $91,967.13 $0.00 $32.87 $0.00

$2,496,245.00




EQIP Funds Status 5_20 2011

Sub Funds $10,990,106.00 $9,291,465.80 [Obligated = 86%

Reserve $57,051.00 Obligate and PreApproved 92%
Beginning Farmer $250,089.00 $250,089.00
CAP 102 CNMP Development $0.00 $0.00
CAP 104 Nutrient Management Plan $0.00 $0.00
CAP 106 Forest Mignt Pland $9,549.00 $9,548.50
CAP 118 Irrigation Water Management Plan $0.00 $0.00
CAP 122 Energy Audit Headquarters $6,150.00 $4,650.00 $1,500.00
CAP 124 Energy Audit Field Operations $0.00 $0.00
CAP 130 Drainage Water Management $0.00 $0.00
CAP 138 Transition to Organic Conservation Plan $0.00 $0.00
CCPI-Fish America $1,005,131.00 $946,128.00 $59,003.00
Cropland - Christiansburg $74,767.00 $74,767.00
Cropland - Farmville $363,308.00 $312,986.00 $50,322.00
Cropland - Harrisonburg $162,329.00 $162,329.00 $0.00
Cropland - Smithfield $605,187.00 $360,508.00 $244,679.00
Forestry - Statewide $684,550.00 $651,543.10 $33,006.00
Groundwater Conservation $146,692.00 $146,692.00 $0.00
High Tunnel Hoop House Initiative $198,837.00 $183,376.70 $15,460.00
Limited Resource Farmer $24,374.00 $24,374.00 $0.00
Livestock in Confinement - Christiansburg $1,793,793.00 $1,793,793.00 $0.00
Livestock in Confinement - Farmville $1,092,457.00 $941,205.00 $151,252.00
Livestock in Confinement - Harrisonburg $765,229.00 $546,676.00 $218,553.00
Livestock in Confinement - Smithfield $315,418.00 $315,418.00 $0.00
Orchard - Pest Management $67,428.00 $67,428.00 $0.00
Organic Certified $385,000.00 $160,241.50 $0.00
Organic Transition $385,000.00 $95,570.00 $0.00
Pasture - ChristiansbLm $712,390.00 $712,390.00 $0.00
Pasture - Farmville $708,591.00 $651,347.00 $57,244.00
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C. Proposal Due Date

Proposals must be received at the previously aforementioned address by 5:00 p.m. EDT
on January 14, 2011. A proposal’s postmark date is not a factor in whether an
application is received on time. The applicant assumes the risk of any delays in proposal
delivery. Proposals that have been selected will be notified by mail within 10 business
days of the final selection. Applicants whose proposals have not been selected will be
notified within 15 business days of the final selection. Notification of elimination will be
e-mailed or mailed to the applicant.

D. Acknowledgement of Submission

Receipt of all applications will be acknowledged by e-mail. Therefore, applicants are
strongly encouraged to provide accurate e-mail addresses. If the applicant’s e-mail
address is not indicated, NRCS will acknowledge receipt of the application by letter. If
the applicant does not receive an acknowledgment within 7 days of the submission
deadline, please contact Jeremy Stone, FRPP Program Manager, Tel. 804-287-1666,
jeremy.stone(@va.usda.gov.

II. Review

A. Proposal Review and Selection Process

Prior to proposal review, the NRCS State Office will screen each application for
completeness and eligibility. Incomplete and ineligible applications will be eliminated
from competition. Applications meeting the requirements of this Notice will be ranked by
NRCS utilizing a comprehensive ranking worksheet.

B. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates
Awards are anticipated to be announced by February 14, 2011.

C. Award Notification

Applicants who have been selected will be notified by official notice from the NRCS
State Conservationist. NRCS staff will develop cooperative agreements with those
cooperating entities whose parcels have been selected. Applicants whose proposals have
not been selected will be notified by official letter.

II1. Administrative Review

A. Administrative and Technical Reviews

NRCS will perform an administrative review of the appraisals on ninety percent of the
parcels that are accepted for purchase of an easement. NRCS will also perform a
technical review of the appraisals of 10 percent of the parcels accepted for purchase of an
easement. The NRCS National Appraiser will also perform a technical review of all
appraisals with a fair market value of more than $1 million and all appraisals performed
by appraisers who are performing their first appraisal for NRCS.
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FRPP. Specifically, the proposal must include the wo:ocium for each parcel:

1) Tract and Farm number

2) The names of the landowners of each parcel.

3) The address and location maps of each parcel.

4) The size of each parcel, in acres.

5) The acres of the prime, unique, or statewide and locally important soil in
each parcel and a map of the prime, unique, or statewide or locally important
soils for each parcel (one of three eligibility criteria).

6) The number or acreage of historic or archaeological sites, if any, proposed to
be protected, a brief description of the sites' significance and documentation
of the site’s listing on the Federal, Tribal, or State register and a map of
historic or archaeological sites. The listing document that describes the
significance of the site must be included in the application to compare with
the cooperating entity’s ability to manage and enforce the easement for
historic preservation of the site (one of three eligibility criteria).

7) The manner that each parcel supports a State or local farm or ranch land
protection program, if applicable (one of three eligibility criteria).

8) The acres of cropland, grazing land (includes pastureland and rangeland),
forestland and incidental in each parcel and a map of the cropland, grazing
land, forestland and incidental for each parcel.

9) A map showing the location of other protected parcels in relation to the land
parcels proposed to be protected.

10) Estimated value of the easement for each parcel.

11) Estimated contribution by the cooperating entity, landowner donation, and
expected Federal contribution to the acquisition.

12) Estimated cooperating entity’s recommended stewardship fee to be paid by
the landowner.

13) Indication of the accessibility to markets for each parcel.

14) Indication of an existing agricultural infrastructure, on- and off-farm, and
other support systems.

15) Statement regarding the level of threat from urban development for each
parcel.

16) Percent of impervious surface. Impervious surface on FRPP easements is
limited to 2 percent of the easement area

17) Ownership of subsurface mineral rights for each parcel

18) Desire of landowners to subdivide each parcel. Subdivision in FRPP is
generally prohibited.

19) Desire of the landowner to construct additional residences on the easement
parcel

20) Other Public Values to be Protected by Easement

Signature: Date:

Address questions to:

Jeremy Stone, FRPP Program Manager checklist, to:
(804) 287-1666 John A. Bricker, State Conservationist

jeremy.stone@va.usda.gov

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Ste. 209
Richmond, VA 23229

Submit proposal, including a signed copy of this

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
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applications, including those that do not meet eligibility requirements, will be eliminated from
this round of competition. NRCS will attempt to contact each applicant by telephone within 3
weeks of the close of the application period with requests for clarification or additional
information as needed. New or updated information will be accepted and considered in the
evaluation and ranking process for the next round of evaluations. Funds should be used for
easement purchase within 18 months of obligation.

3. Virginia Ranking Criteria Checklist

The following explanation is provided to help explain what reviewers will be looking for when
evaluating your application. Failure to clearly and concisely address each element will result in
lower scores.

3.1 Entity Capability

Please describe your entity. Provide sufficient detail on the entity’s structure and pelicy to enable
reviewers to completely evaluate the potential success of acquiring and managing the easements
in accordance with program rules and regulations. If more than one entity is included on your
proposal, clearly outline the roles and responsibilities of each, and summarize the capabilities of
each separately.

3.1.1 Background Information about Each Entity

Provide information about your entity:

. Include the entity’s history, objectives, accomplishments and plans. Brochures,
newsletters, and other informational handouts are helpful. Maps showing the program
area, land use, protected areas, and planned acquisitions are also helpful.

° The applicant must be a unit of state government, local government, Indian Tribe,
or non-profit organization. The application should clearly state in which category the
applicant qualifies. Non-profit organizations must submit documentation that they are
recognized as such by the Internal Revenue Service and that farmland protection is part of
their mission. See the Federal Register notice, or contact NRCS, for more details.

. Describe your agency, Tribe, or organization’s history of acquiring and managing
easements on farmland or open space. What criteria are used to set acquisition priorities?
3.1.2 Easements Being Managed and Easement Management Experience
List the easements which were acquired in the last two years that are currently being
managed (include a description of purpose for each e.g., primary open space, secondary
wildlife habitat protection), and how each was acquired (donation, purchase, leveraged
purchase, etc), and when it was acquired. Enumerate the experience that each participating
entity has in easement management in Virginia.

3.1.3 Entity/Team Plan and Project Viability

Provide information on the following aspects of your organization and easement

acquisition / protection plan:

¢ Describe your entity’s years of experience in each of the following areas: acquiring
easements, managing easements, and enforcing easements.

e Describe the number, ability and experience of staff that will be dedicated to
monitoring easement stewardship.

¢ Describe your agency, Tribe, or organization’s interest in and ability to work with the
landowner/farmer to assure the conservation plan developed by the landowner and NRCS
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e If you are negotiating with a landowner, and intend to apply for USDA FRPP funds,
be certain the owner is aware of the requirements of the FRPP program. NRCS will
review the proposed deed/covenant language and require the insertion of a “contingent
right” clause and conservation plan requirement into the deed documents. Also, NRCS
will need to review and approve the appraisal. In addition, parcels must be owned by
individuals or entities meeting other eligibility criteria described on the FRPP website,
including income limitations and private ownership. More information on Farm Bill
Income and payment limitations is available at:
http://www.nrcs. usda. gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/AGI At a Glance 101508fin
al.pdf. Contact the FRPP coordinator if you have questions about parcel or land
owner eligibility.

¢ For each parcel subject to a copy the pending offer, with at a minimum:

v" The landowner’s name, address and phone numbers (if the operator is different
from the landowner please provide their name, address, and phone number),
The address and location of the sites offered,

The size of the sites (in acres),

The type of easement or other interest to be acquired

The estimated easement or interest price FRPP share, entity contribution and

any other contributions detailing all proposed cost arrangements.

3.2 Lands to be acquired

» The following information is needed to complete the ranking:

3.2.1 Tract and Farm number

List the Tract and Farm number assigned to the farm by the USDA Service Center. If

none exists, have the landowner contact the USDA Service Center to fill out and sign

Form AD-1026 to have a Tract and Farm number assigned. This information is needed to

develop the conservation plan required of all participants in the FRPP. A list of USDA

Service Center offices and phone numbers is listed at the end of this checklist for your

use.

3.2.2 Soil Map

A soil map or USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map showing outline of the parcel. Outline

on the map those areas of the farm actively being farmed. For this purpose, “actively

farmed” means regularly tilled or regularly harvested areas. For grazed land, it must be
quality forage to be considered actively farmed.

3.4.3 Cultural Resources

Are historic and/or archaeological resources present at the site? Is the property listed on

the State or National Register of Historic Places? Has the site been formally determined

to be eligible for listing on the State or National Register of Historic Places? Have
significant archaeological resources been found on the property? If the answer is “yes” to
any of these questions, please include documentation and provide a brief description of
the site’s significance.

3.2.4 Acres of Cropland

Provide a list of crops recently grown, the approximate acreage of each, and how the

products are marketed and the level of on-site investments. Describe the existing

infrastructure essential to the agricultural operation, include means of irrigation. (barns,
farm stand, irrigation system, conservation practices, implementation of conservation
plan, stewardship, etc.).

AN N NN
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3.4.2 Proximity to Flood Hazard Zones

Describe the site’s proximity to flood protection projects. Is the site in a floodplain where
development might entail risk to future residents?

3.4.3 Wildlife Habitat/Threatened and Endangered Species

Describe any unique environmental or ecological attributes of the land that would be
protected, such as threatened and endangered species or a recognized greenway or
wildlife corridor.

3.4.4 Agricultural Existence Value

Describe the relationship of the parcel to local, regional and national community values.
Even if the site is not on (or eligible for) one of the historic registers, describe any unique
social significance the farm has for the community (Town, County, State, Nation), such
as being a landmark in the community, or its special value to underserved people, etc.

The information requested above will allow your application package to be evaluated for basic
eligibility and then to be scored.
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Historic Places and will an easement protect this site from development?

O Yes (15 points) @ No (0 points)

Score: 15 points
3) Agricultural use:

Percent of cropland, pastureland, grassland, and rangeland in the parcel to be protected.

<25% 0 points
26-50% 3 points
51-75% 6 points
>75% 10 points
Score: 10 points
4) Funding of easement
A. USDA Funds
Requesting 50% USDA Funding 0 points
Requesting 40-49% USDA Funding 2 points
Requesting 30-39% USDA Funding 3 points
Requesting 20-29% USDA Funding 4 points
Requesting <20% USDA Funding 5 points
B. Other Sources
Landowner donation or multiple (>1) entities
contributing funds to the purchase. 5 points
Score: 10 points

5) County data:

A. Ratio of the total acres of land in the parcel to be protected to the average farm size in
the county according to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture.

County Average Farm Size
<11 0 points
1.5:1 5 points
2:1 10 points
Score: 10 points

FRPP Ranking Work Sheet Page 2 of 6
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B. Proximity of the parcel to other agricultural operations and infrastructure?
O Yes (5 points) O No (O points)
Score: 5 ____ _points
7) Local support for farmland preservation

Is the tract covered under agricultural zoning or designated agricultural use in a
comprehensive plan?

Designated or zoned agricultural use 15 points
Not Designated or zoned agricultural 0 points
Score: 15 points

8) Existence of a farm or ranch succession plan or similar plan established to
encourage farm viability for future generations.

@ Yes (10 points) O No (O points)
Score: 10 points
9) Additional considerations.

Does the easement protect wetlands or other sensitive habitat?

Q Yes (2 points) @ No (0 points)

Score: 2 —_____points
A. Geographic Region Location
Chesapeake Bay 3 points
Southern Rivers 0 points
Score: 3 —_______points

B. Are there any significant local social, economic or cultural considerations that make this
tract unique?

O Yes (2 points) Q No (0 points)

Score: 2 points

If yes, please explain:
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(6) Must not include forest land of greater than two-thirds of the easement area. Forest land
that exceeds the greater of 10 acres or 10 percent of the easement area shall have a
forest management plan before closing;

(6) NRCS shall not enroll land in FRPP that is owned in fee title by an agency of the United
States, a State or local government, or by an entity whose purpose is to protect
agricultural use and related conservation values, including those listed in the statute
under eligible land, or land that is already subject to an easement or deed restriction
that limits the conversion of the land to nonagricultural use, unless otherwise
determined by the Chief;

(7) Must be owned by landowners who certify that they do not exceed the adjusted gross
income limitation eligibility requirements set forth in part Code of Federal Regulations

Title 7 Part 1400;

(8) Must possess suitable on-site and off-site conditions which will allow the easement to
be effective in achieving the purposes of the program. Suitability conditions may
include, but are not limited to, hazardous substances on or in the vicinity of the parcel,
land use surrounding the parcel that is not compatible with agriculture, and highway or
utility corridors that are planned to pass through or immediately adjacent to the parcel;
and

(9) May be land on which gas, oil, earth, or other mineral rights exploration has been
leased or is owned by someone other than the applicant may be offered for participation
in the program. However, if an applicant submits an offer for an easement project,
USDA will assess the potential impact that the third party rights may have upon
achieving the program purposes. USDA reserves the right to deny funding for any
application where there are exceptions to clear title on any property.
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Data current as of: 5/20/2011 4:32:43 AM

| Pending |  Eligible | Preapproved | ~  Approved | b % | %ofAllocation Used
Allocation Est. Cost Est. Cost Est. Cost Obligation]  Obligated]  Potential
$441/628.00 127 $33,550.00 70 $340,719.70 3 $44,674.00 4 261.50 $33,110.00 27 1,822:80 $303,023.00 68.615% 86.228% 76.112%

Beginning Farmer $29,943.00 1 $0.00 9 $46,791.50 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 5 52.60 $29,943.00 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 %
CCPI - DGIF $61,082.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 8 470.30 $34,956.00 57.23 % 57.23 % 57.23 %
CCPI - Trout $30,000.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 %
Unlimited
Limited Resource $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 %
Long Leaf Pine $150,000.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $35,105.00 0 0.00 $0.00 1 280.00 $110,200.00 73.47 % 96.87 % 73.47 %
Socially $2,256.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 1 470  $2,256.00 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 %
Disadvantaged
Aquatic Wildlife $7,069.00 0 $0.00 1 $0.00 1 $7,069.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 0.00 % 100.00 % 0.00 %
Habitat Creation
Habitat $54,686.00 0 $0.00 11  $82,324.00 0 $0.00 2 217.50 $17,319.00 3 45460 $37,367.00 68.33 % 100.00 % 100.00 %
Maintenance/Protecti
Upland Wildlife $106,592.00 11  $33,550.00 49 $211,604.20 1 $2,500.00 2 4400 $15,791.00 g9 560.60 $88,301.00 82.84 % 100.00 % 97.65 %
Habitat Creation

Total: $441,628.00 12  $33,550.00 70 $340,719.70 3 $44,674.00 4 261.50 $33,110.00 27 1,822.80 $303,023.00 68.615% 86.228% 76.112%
EQIP Org Transition $385,000.00 1 $0.00 1 $5,490.00 0 $0.00 1 3.00  $14,865.00 3 25.50 $80,705.00 20196 % 24.82 % 24.82'%
EQIP Org Certified $385,000.00 0 $0.00 2 $7,492.00 0 $0.00 0 0.00 $0.00 6 336.75  $160,241.50 4162 % 4162 % 41.62 %

Formula Definitions:
Actual: % of the alloction that has gone to contract

Obligated: % of the allocation that includes applications Approved for funding + applications that have gone to contract

Potential: = Obligated + Preapproved Applications

Indicates Funding Pools that are fixed, i.e., once created, we cannot move funds to other pools
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GRP RANKING CRITERIA — WORKSHEET 2

B) Conversion to other agricultural uses
(Conversion expected to take place within the next two years)

Retiring CRP (CP-1, CP-2 only) 20
Conversion to forestry, poultry houses, crops, horticulture, etc. 15
points
C) Soils
> 50% of offered acres is Class | 20
</=50% of offered acres is Class | & |l 15
< 50% of offered acres is Class I 10
points
4) ESTIMATED EASEMENT OR RENTAL COST® 20 points
Rental
(County annual rental rate) x (# of years) x (acres offered) = $
(Complete A or B but not both.)
A) Estimated easement cost per acre is: > GARC 0 pts.
= GARC 10 pts.
<GARC 20 pts.
(G.A.R.C. is Geographic Area Rate Cap.)
points
OR
B) Rental payment is: $8-9/acre 14 pts
$10-11/acre 13 pts
>$12/acre 12 pts
points
C) Funding Of Entity
Entity Contribution < 50% 0 pt
Entity Contribution >/=50% 5 pts points
5) SUPPORT FOR GRAZING OPERATIONS 40 points
Is this an active grazing operation now? O Yes 40 pts
O No 0 pts
points
6) BIO-DIVERSITY 50 points

Does the offered acreage contain a stream or wetland? O Yes O No
If yes, is the stream buffered to 390 or 391 standards? O Yes (10 pts) O No (0 pts)

points

Amount of wetland in the offered area:  Size: <1 ac(5pts); 1-3 ac (7 pts);
>3 ac (10 pts) (No wetlands - 0 pts) points



sjulod =9Je = |ejo|

1v1i0l

=GZ X 0B

=0Z xoe

=GZ xoe~

=GZ xoe~

‘Helqg
SUEN)S Jeau JaAlyY Yyinog Buoje saljunwiwod
uofe}aban snoaoseqay anbiun (v
WA ‘uepidey jo
AJuIA Ul spuesselb auield Jueuway (g
‘aulf *A10 puelybiH/yreg
Jeau spuejsselb pajeulwop waisan|g (g
(‘paJinbai
%08Y90 pfay 8010 ale)s) (paysi|qelss)
swa)sAs0oa sselbasimsauld Jes| Buo (|
(‘11e 1oy pasinbai
308Uo play ad1o aels) “syepqey puejssesb
pue snoaseqsay Buluioap pue anbjun (g

=G|l xXoe~

(uesng palk3 yoe|g "o't sqlo}

pue sselb uelpu| ‘sselbewweb ‘sselb youms

‘weysan|q ‘mells woouq) ‘sqoy pue sasselb

SAlBeU aJoW JO 9,0 Buluieluod Jo 10}
pabeuew pue| ay} jo uoiuod Jo pue (g

=0l xoe~

‘PUBls 8y} JO %S¢
}ses| je dn ayew jsnw Jusuodwiod AjLoulp
"Xiw awnba| sseib Jo uofeulquo (g

=G X oB

(ejeye ‘Janojd

'9’'l) awnba| Jo ‘(sseub pieydslo ‘anosay
'9°1) sasselb Jo saads paonpou; (|

AeH 10 aunyseq (v

[ejoL jeloigng

uonenoe)

IEYGY)

sjuiod
sid gL
syd oz

syuiod

sjulod Gz ALIS¥3AICQ-0IE 40 13A31 (2

sejoads 3% ajbuis e spoddns abeaioe papuajul j|
saj0ads 31| aiow 4o g spoddns abeaioe papusiul J|

UONEJUSWNIO0P) S8198dS PaJIabUEpUT pue pausjeall] Juapuada(] puejssels) Joj Joddng

{(painbai

si|do oN O sid QL seA O
(e1e1s aAelaban snoadeqiay palisap ay) uiejuiew o) puejem abeuew o} aney Aep) ¢001SBAI| 8pn|oXa 0}

puejiam ay) aouay 0} Bul||im Jaumopue| ay} St Jo Paoudy AJUaLind pueam ay) S|

LITFHSHHOM — VIHTLIHO ONDINVY &9




GRP RANKING CRITERIA — WORKSHEET 4

8) RESTORATION REQUIRED® Aoo_:v_mﬁm A or B but not both) 10 points

A) Is the acreage being managed to an RMS level? [0 Yes (10 points) [0 No (0 points)

points
If no to the above question:
B) Estimated percent of Practices already installed to meet the required RMS Level.
<10% O points 50% 4 points
10% 1 70% 6
30% 2 >90% 8 points

9) BONUS POINTS: 25 points

Is landowner willing to leave a minimum of 5% of the area in blocks no less than two acres in
size undisturbed during the primary nesting season of April 15 — August 157?
O Yes (10pts) [ No (0 pts)

points

Within the first year is landowner willing to establish or add an additional 10% of offered
acreage to native grasses and forbs. [ Yes (10pts) [0 No (0 pts)

points
Is the area listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Properties

(NRHP) (i.e. Civil War battlefield, Indian site - must be documented).
O Yes (5pts) O No (0 pts) points

TOTAL POINTS points

Estimated total cost of conservation practices to obtain an RMS Level: $

Estimated total cost required to establish native grass and forbs if applicable:

$

Total Cost: $

Landowner Date District Conservationist Date

Points checked and verified by

Program Manager Date
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Ranking Tool - Selection Summary

State Issues:

Scoring Multiplier: 1.000
Scoring Ranges and Results Text:

Page 2 of 4

High: 400 - 270 Medium: 269 - 140 Low: 139 -1
The application is in the high score range|The application is in the medium score |The application is in the low score range
range
Questions:
Sub- .
heading n_u,__%”mmw Question Points
Number
1 For questions 1-3, only ONE yes answer may be given (use the appropriate habitat
evaluation worksheet).
1 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 60 points higher than the benchmark. 75
2 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 40-59 points higher than the 50
benchmark.
3 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 20-39 points higher than the 25
benchmark.
2 For question 4-6, only ONE yes answer may be given.
4 The size of the planned 645 area is greater than 25 acres. 50
5 The size of the planned 645 area is 11-25 acres. 30
6 The size of the planned 645 area is 2-10 acres 10
3 For question 7-8, only ONE yes answer may be given.
7 The planned area will serve as a >50 ft wide corridor for wildlife travel, regardless of 50
total acreage.
8 The planned area will serve as a 35-49 ft wide corridor for wildlife travel, regardless of 30
total acreage.
4 General questions.
9 Is there an existing wildlife habitat plan approved by the State Biologist or Private 25
Lands Wildlife Biologist?
10 Have any maintenance activities (other than mowing) occurred on the habitat prior to 25
the planned practice?
11 The area controlled is either adjacent to or within 0.25 miles of a permanently 25
managed/protected wildlife area.
12 Livestock will be excluded from wildlife habitat. 50
13 Prescribed burning will be used to manage any of the habitat. 25
Maximum Points: Total Points 470

Local Issues:

Scoring Multiplier: 1.000
Scoring Ranges and Results Text:

High: 250 - 170 Medium: 169 - 90 Low: 89 -1
The application is in the high score range|The application is in the medium score [The application is in the low score range
range
Questions:
Sub- .
heading m_ﬂmwmmw Question Points
Number
1 Will the project benefit Early Successional species in the Quail Action Plan focus 75
Districts (Big Walker, Headwaters, Culpeper, Three Rivers, Chowan Basin, Halifax)?
2 Does the project include activities that improve the quality of an existing riparian 75
buffer?
3 Will the project occur within 2 miles of and benefit a species that is in the Toolkit layer 50
T&E species (either DGIF or Natural Heritage)?
4 Will the project occur within 2 miles of a listed water A._.oo_x_ﬁ layer “T&E Water) and 50
improve stream quality?
https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary.aspx 12/6/2010
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Ranking Tool - Selection Summary Page 4 ot 4

Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Fence (382)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Wetland Enhancement (659)
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644)
Fish and Wildlife: Threatened and Endangered Fish and Wildiife Species
Brush Management (314)
Critical Area Planting (342)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Fence (382)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Wetland Enhancement (659)
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644)
Plant Condition: Productivity, Heaith and Vigor
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Plant Condition: T&E Plant Species: Declining Species, Species of Concern
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Plant Condition: Threatened and Endangered Plant Species
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Plant Condition: Wildfire Hazard
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Prescribed Burning (338)

2.35.1.15106_P

https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary.aspx 12/6/2010
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Ranking Tool - Selection Summary Page 2 of 6

identified in a State wildlife plan?
5 b. Retain wildlife and plant benefits on land exiting the Conservation Reserve Program 15
(CRP)?
6 a. Eradicate or control noxious or invasive species? 10
6 b. Increase, improve or establish pollinator habitat? 10
6 ¢. Implement precision agricultural methods? 10
6 d. Properly dispose of animal carcasses? 5
6 e. Implement an Integrated Pest Management plan? 5
7 a. Reduce energy consumption on the agricultural operation? 15
7 b. Increase on-farm energy efficiency with more efficient equipment? 10
7 c. Assist in producing energy from renewable resources (solar, wind, biofuel, etc)? 10
8 a. Implementation of all planned conservation practices within three years of contract 10
obligation?
8 b. Improvement of existing conservation practices or conservation systems already in 10
place at the time the application is accepted, or will complete an existing conservation
system?
9 a. If the applicant has an existing EQIP contract, has it been, and is it now, on 5
schedule and in full compliance?
9 b. Did the applicant successfully complete any past contract(s) in full compliance? 5
9 c. Is this the applicant’s first EQIP application? 5
Total Points 250

State Issues:
Scoring Multiplier: 1.000
Scoring Ranges and Results Text:
High: 400 - 300 Medium: 299 - 200 Low: 199 -0

The application is in the high point [The application is in the medium The application is in the low point
score range for addressing state point score range for addressing score range for addressing state

resource concerns state resource concerns resource concerns
Questions:
Sub- .
heading WHMMMU Question Points
Number
1 Practice Implementation to Support Organic (maximum of 50 points, only
one selection allowed)
1 Practice schedule provides for implementsation of all funded practices 50
within two years or less.
2 Practice schedule provides for implementation of all funded practices within 30
three years or less. .
2 Soil Resource Issues (maximum of 85 points)
1 EQIP plan includes implementation of two or more soil building/enhancing 75

practices that address soil tith, crusting, water infiltration, organic matter,
compaction, etc., to FOTG quality criteria standards. These practices are:
317, 328, 340, and 633.

2 EQIP plan includes implementation of one soil building/enhancing practices 50
that address soil tith, crusting, water infiltration, organic matter,
compaction, etc., to FOTG quality criteria standards. These practices are:
317, 328, 340, and 633.

3 Soil Condition: EQIP plan includes implementation of practice 590 Nutrient 10
Management to FOTG quality criteria for management of soil fertility, plant
nutrients, and soil amendments.

3 Soil Erosion Resource Issues:

https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary .aspx 3/25/2011
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Ranking Tool - Selection Summary

Number

Number

Page 4 of 6

1

Impaired Watershed Improvement

EQIP plan includes practices that will manage excess surface water
discharge from the treatment unit to an impaired water body (e.g., EPA
303d list, etc.) to FOTG quality criteria standards.

50

Local Food Systems

EQIP plan includes installation of a High Tunnel.

20

Maximum Points: Total Points 70

Selected Resource Concerns and Practices:

Domestic Animals: Inadequate Quantities and Quality of Feed and Forage

Herbaceous Weed Control (315)

Domestic Animals: Inadequate Shelter
Livestock Shade Structure (717)

Domestic Animals: Inadequate Stock Water
Pipeline (516)
Pumping Plant (533)
Spring Development (574)
Water Well (642)
Watering Facility (614)

Domestic Animals: Stress and Mortality
Livestock Shade Structure (717)
Pipeline (516)
Pumping Plant (533)
Spring Development (574)
Water Well (642)
Watering Facility (614)

Fish and Wildlife: Inadequate Cover/Shelter
Conservation Cover (327)

Field Border (386)

Hedgerow Planting (422)

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Fish and Wildlife: Inadequate Food

Conservation Cover (327)

Field Border (386)

Hedgerow Planting (422)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)

Plant Condition: Forage Quality and Palatability
Brush Management (314)
Fence (382)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Pasture and Hay Planting (512)
Prescribed Grazing (528)

Plant Condition: Noxious and Invasive Plants
Brush Management (314)
Fence (382)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Mulching (484)
Pasture and Hay Planting (512)
Prescribed Grazing (528)

Plant Condition: Productivity, Health and Vigor
Brush Management (314)
Fence (382)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Mulching (484)
Nutrient Management (590)
Pasture and Hay Planting (512)
Pest Management (595)

https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary.aspx
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Ranking Tool - Selection Summary Page 6 of 6

Nutrient Management (590)
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390)
Roof Runoff Structure (558)
Sediment Basin (350)
Sinkhole and Sinkhole Area Treatment (527)
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632)
Stream Crossing (578)
Vegetated Treatment Area (635)
Waste Storage Facility (313)
Waste Utilization (633)
Water Quality: Excessive Suspended Sediment and Turbidity in Surface Water
Access Control (472)
Access Road (560)
Filter Strip (393)
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390)
Roof Runoff Structure (558)
Sediment Basin (350)
Sinkhole and Sinkhole Area Treatment (527)
Spring Development (574)
Stream Crossing (578)
Vegetated Treatment Area (635)
Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)
Water Quality: Harmful Levels of Pathogens in Groundwater
Access Control (472)
Animal Mortality Facility (316)
Filter Strip (393)
Nutrient Management (590)
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390)
Sinkhole and Sinkhole Area Treatment (527)
Waste Storage Facility (313)
Waste Utilization (633)
Water Quality: Harmful Levels of Pathogens in Surface Water
Access Control (472)
Animal Mortality Facility (316)
Filter Strip (393)
Nutrient Management (590)
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390)
Roof Runoff Structure (558)
Sediment Basin (350) :
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632)
Spring Development (574)
Stream Crossing (578)
Vegetated Treatment Area (635)
Waste Storage Facility (313)
Water Quality: Harmful Temperatures of Surface Water
Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390)

2.35.1.15106_P
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0102/9/T1 xdse Arewung g v/]00 1 Sunjueyweidold/syoel | 01d/A08 epsn-A089 05 s1oen01d;/:sdny

0S¢ Sjulod |ej01
0z JJudWalbe ayy JO S1eah om] ISl ay) uiyim JuswdojaAsp Jeliqey 33s|dwo) ‘e 4
ST SINIPIIM paziioud 105 SI0PHI0D JUBWSAOW 13410 pue uonelbiw jyauag T
¢ (sqnays 1o sea1] ‘sasselb |eluuasad uoseas waem ‘-6'd) abeaols uoqsed bunsooq Jo
o1 SUOISSIWS U0gLed 19U BudNpal a)Iym 3JI|p|IM pue ysiy paziiond 1o) 3enqey BujuielISnS-J[3s apIAOCLd °f T
0T ¢pue| |[ean3inoube uo seale aenbaudl pue s.3U10d J0Ald uo jenqey ysijqeisy ' T
iseaue
ST pa152.40) Ul S312ads )1 |p|IM 10 ysy paziauond Jyausq yaym saocndead uoeAasuod Juswajdwy 'y 1
0z éueld dIHM 9121S ay3 ul pazinuoud sapads a)1ip|im dpenbe juenodwi 10 buluidap jyauag b T
0z ¢Sa123ds aAlIseAu] 10 snoixou paziaond [043u0d 10 dledipeld °) 1
0z éieyiqey Jojeuyjjod ysijgeiss 1o arosdwil ‘aseatdu] ‘9 1
oz £S9129ds 3JI|p|im 10 ysy e 01 |ed1LD Jeliqey aAeu pazpioud yaudg p T
4U133u0d
0z 10 saads ajip|m 10 ysy ‘arepipued “isii-3e ‘pasabuepua pue paudjesatyl paisl| A||esapay Jysuag T
A11S3.104 MI0A MaN-pue|Bug MapN ‘auld jes|buo ‘uaddIy) auield 195597 ‘9snolg
abes :sue|d ajl|p|im 10 Ysy |eqi] 410 |euojeN ‘931els poddns Jeyl SaAleINUl UOIRAIISUOD M3U
ov 10 BUIMO]|[0J 3Y3 03 PallWi| 30U ING Se YINS SaAnReniul uopjeAlasuod bunsixa poddns pue ssalppy 'q T
o cweabold aAIasay uonReAIdsuo) ayy bunixa pue| uo syauaq jueld pue 3Jp|IM uleIay e T
SjuI0d uonsand JaquinN
1suoisand
abue.u
abued 2102s mo| ay3 ui st uonedidde ayyl] 2403s wnipaw ayy ui sy uonedjdde ayy|abueas ai103s ybiy ay3 ul s uonedljdde ayy
T - 68 ‘M0 06 - 69T ‘WnIpal 0LT - 0ST :YbH
1IX31 S3INSaY pue sabuey buliods
000°T :4311d)3INW Buliods
:S91]1.101.1d [eUuoljeN
1S9J0N |euondo
abuelt 3103S mo| abuel 21035 wnipaw ay) abuel a103s ybiy
343 ul aue uonedyjdde ayy ul sadoead sy ut a1e uoneddde ayy ul sadndeld ayl(ayy ur a1e uoneddde ayy i sadpead ayl
T - Z€ ‘M0 €€ - G9 [WnIpa 99 - 00T :YbIH

:1X31 S}|Nsoy pue sabuey builodsS
000°0T 31 diynW Burods

194008 Aduaiya

AJPIM ‘491eM ‘BaNnised ‘aanised pazijednieN/aAINeN ‘paull ‘AeH ‘1saa04 ‘doad)
S9SN puen

uonesidde ay3 jo ued se pasinbai Jusawsabeuely JeNqeH ajpiIm pueldn s+9

(eLZE ‘SYIPIM 10) SMOPERIW IIMOYPIIM 3SN Jeligey J0jeurjjod Joj) JeIgeY |BUOISSSIINS A9 M3U JO uonRest) « uoned|dde
au Jo Jed se pasinbau yuswabeuely Je3qeH SJPIM pueldn SH9 ((PLZE) SPAIG pue|SselD 10 saude GZ< puelsseld ‘(LSb)
buiso[d 3pY pue Yeys aull ‘(49 {S9RUNOD HIOA pue AYD sawel ‘yoeag elulbiip ‘9yeadesayd “Hloyns ‘Alns “YBIM Jo 3is]
‘uojdweyinos ‘ab1095 aduld ‘X3aSSNS ‘3|IASUIAID HPIMsunig) abuey JLI0ISIH 3uld Jeajbuo ‘(£49) 1elqeH AemAld dnuepy
aloys ulajsey :yeyiqey buiuipap 10 ased 310153y « uonedijdde ayl Jo ued se pasinbas Juswabeuely JeqeH A pIIM puejdn
SS9 ‘(3s1bojoig 33L1S 3YI Yum 33eUIpI00D puR ZT9 3sn ‘SeuurAes) AI103SIapuUn |RUOISS3IIINS AlIes YIM spoompley padeds
AjPpm 31eaud 03 (sxeo Ajuewnd) s3sa105 poompiey dAI3eU ysijqeis e sadAl 1oaload Buimoljos ayy 03 ATNO saldde 003 siyL

:uondiidsaqg

(010Z/0€/TT Pasea|any)
uoneas) jeyiqeH 3JIPIIM puejdn - TTOZAL 10}
Atewwns jooq bunjuey

G Jo | a8eq Alpwiwing uoI399]ag - (00, w:&:«d



Ranking Tool - Selection Summary

State Issues:

Scoring Multiplier: 1.000
Scoring Ranges and Results Text:

Page 2 of 5

High: 400 - 270 Medium: 269 - 140 Low: 139 -1
The application is in the high score range|The application is in the medium score [The application is in the low score range
range
Questions:
Sub- .
heading w_ﬂﬂwwmw Question Points
Number
1 For questions 1-3, only ONE yes answer may be given (use the appropriate habitat
evaluation worksheet).
1 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 60 points higher than the benchmark. 75
2 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 40-59 points higher than the 50
benchmark.
3 The planned habitat is >50 points and at least 20-39 points higher than the 25
benchmark.
2 For question 4-6, only ONE yes answer may be given.
4 The size of the planned 645 area is greater than 25 acres. 50
5 The size of the planned 645 area is 11-25 acres. 30
6 The size of the planned 645 area is 2-10 acres 10
3 For question 7-8, only ONE yes answer may be given.
7 The planned area will serve as a >50 ft wide corridor for wildlife travel, regardless of 50
total acreage.
8 The planned area will serve as a 35-49 ft wide corridor for wildlife travel, regardless of 30
total acreage.
4 Will the proposed practices protect, promote or create any of the following rare or
declining habitats:
9 Oak Savanna Restoration (612) 100
10 Prescribed burning will be used to manage oak savannas 25
11 Longleaf Pine forests (643) 100
12 Prescribed burning will be used to manage longleaf pine 25
13 Eastern Shore Bird Habitat (643) 100
14 Mine Shaft & Adit Closing (457) 350
15 Creation of grassland bird habitat that contains a single >25 acre block of mixed native 100
warm season grasses and no planted woody species (327)
5 General questions:
16 Is there an existing wildlife habitat plan approved by the State Biologist or Private 25
Lands Wildlife Biologist?
17 Prescribed burning will be used to manage any of the habitat. 25
18 Livestock will be excluded from wildlife habitat. 25
19 The proposed project establishes new early successional habitat. 25
20 Planting of pollinator habitat (327a) containing a minimum of 2 native warm season 50
grass species and 9 native wildflower species is planned.
Maximum Points: Total Points, 1270

Local Issues:

Scoring Multiplier: 1.000
Scoring Ranges and Results Text:

High: 250 - 170 Medium: 169 - 90 Low: 89 - 1
The application is in the high score range[The application is in the medium score [The application is in the low score range
range
Questions:
Sub- Question Question Points
heading Number
https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary.aspx 12/6/2010
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Critical Area Planting (342)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Field Border (386)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Restoration and Management of Declining (643)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Fish and Wildlife: Inadequate Space
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Critical Area Planting (342)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Field Border (386)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Mine Shaft and Adit Closing (457)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Restoration and Management of Declining (643)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Fish and Wildlife: Inadequate Water
Restoration and Management of Declining (643)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Fish and Wildlife: T&E Species: Declining Species, Species of Concern
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Critical Area Planting (342) .
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Fence (382)
Field Border (386)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Mine Shaft and Adit Closing (457)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Restoration and Management of Declining (643)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Fish and Wildlife: Threatened and Endangered Fish and Wildlife Species
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Critical Area Planting (342)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Fence (382)
Field Border (386)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
Mine Shaft and Adit Closing (457)
Prescribed Burning (338)
Restoration and Management of Declining (643)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)
Plant Condition: Productivity, Health and Vigor
Brush Management (314)
Conservation Cover (327)
Early Successional Habitat Development/M (647)
Field Border (386)
Firebreak (394)
Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Hedgerow Planting (422)
Herbaceous Weed Control (315)

https://protracts.sc.egov.usda.gov/ProTracts/ProgramRanking Tool/AESummary.aspx 12/6/2010
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Draft #4 - 2

detailed design of the gasification system. If
needed for proper operation, include designs
for pre-processing and post-processing
facilities such as solid/liquid separation and
pelletizers.

As a minimum, include a process diagram in
the design documentation along with the
following information:

1. The volume and characteristics of the
feedstock and of the anticipated products and
by-products.

2. Projections of pre-processing and post-
processing requirements, including storage,
handling, transfer and utilization.

3. Expected air emissions from the system.
4. Nutrient fate projections within the system.
5. Expected pathogen reductions.

6. Process monitoring and control system
requirements as described below in the
monitoring section.

Feedstock Pre-processing. For the
gasification system to function efficiently, pre-
processing of the manure such as solid/liquid
separation, drying and/or particle size
manipulation may be required. Consuit the
Conservation Practice Standards, Solid/Liquid
Separation Facility, Code 632, or Waste
Treatment, Code 629 for pre-processing
guidance.

Components. The gasification system
provider will furnish a minimum one year
warranty on all construction or applied
processes. In addition, the manufacturer will
provide a warranty with documentation that
describes the service life of each component
and what the warranty covers.

The minimum practice life for a gasification
system is ten years. Clearly identify in the
Operation and Maintenance Plan the expected
replacement of any components which have
less than a 10 year service life.

Monitoring. Install the necessary equipment
to properly monitor and control the waste
stream as part of the gasification system.
Monitor the process control parameters
identified in the design documentation.

If the gasification unit is located in a confined
facility, environmental monitoring must be

NRCS, NHCP

maintained to ensure proper air quality for
working conditions.

Monitor the run status of critical equipment and
unit processes.

The landowner/operator must have the interest
and skills to monitor and maintain processes or
contracts with a consultant to provide these
services.

Gasification By-Products. Properly dispose
of or beneficially use all gasification by-
products in a safe and environmentally
sensitive manner.

Handle and store all by-products in such a
manner as to prevent nuisances to neighbors
or to the public at large.

Use NRCS Conservation Practice Standard,
Nutrient Management, Code 590, when by-
products are land applied to supply plant
nutrients.

Some of the potential gasification by-products
include:

¢ Syngas. If the syngas is not self-
consumed through the gasification
process, it can be used for electricity
generation, heating, cooling and/or pipeline
quality gas. Additional processing of the
syngas may be necessary for it to be
properly utilized.

e Ash. Through complete gasification, most
nitrogen and carbon is converted to a gas
phase, while many of the other nutrients
(i.e. phosphorus and potassium) remain in
a concentrated form in the ash. Use of this
material can reduce transportation costs
for land application and improve nutrient
placement.

e Biochar. Depending on the operating
temperature, pressure and other
parameters, the resulting ash may qualify
as biochar, which is a carbon rich product.
Biochar can be used as a soil amendment,
carbon source or filtration medium for soil
water. Evaluate the biochar produced to
ensure it meets the desired use.

e Heat. One by-product of gasification is
heat which can be used for drying, heating,
cooling, and/or electricity generation.
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Draft #4 - 4

o For steel pipe meet the requirements of
AWWA Specification C-200 or ASTM
Ab53/A211 for stainless steel.

o For plastic pipe meet the requirements
of AWWA Specification C-906 or ASTM
D-3350 for HDPE.

+ [nstall pipes to enable all sections to be
safely isolated and cleaned as part of
routine maintenance.

2. Gas Control

o Locate and shelter equipment and
components from the elements along
with making them readily accessible for
replacement or repair.

« Ensure that the size of equipment and
connecting pipe has a capacity
consistent with its intended use.

+ Where electrical service is required at
the control facility, meet the National
Electrical Code, state and local
requirements for all electrical wire,
fixtures, and equipment.

3. Syngas Storage

If syngas is to be stored for future use or
post-processing, provide adequate volume
to meet the requirements for its final use.

Incorporate necessary safety precautions to
prevent excess pressure in the gas storage
area.

Follow the guidelines outlined for the use of
flares and flame traps for syngas storage
units.

Gas Utilization. Design and install gas
utilization equipment in accordance with
standard engineering practice and the
manufacturer's recommendations. Include a
flare to burn off excess gas.

« Design gas-fired boilers, fuel cells,
turbines, and internal combustion engines,
when a component of the system, for
burning syngas directly or burning as a mix
with other fuel. Some equipment may
require the removal of H,S and other
contaminants from the syngas before it will
operate properly.

« Install and maintain a gas meter, suitable
for measuring syngas.

NRCS, NHCP

CONSIDERATIONS

Location. Consider locating the gasification
facility as near the source of manure or other
waste as practicable and as far from
neighboring dwellings or public areas as
possible. Proper location should also consider
slope, distance of manure and other waste
transmission, vehicle access, wind direction,
proximity of streams and flood plains, and
visibility.

Visual Screening. Evaluate the visual impact
of the gasification facility within the overall
landscape context. Screening with vegetative
plantings, landforms, or other measures may
be implemented to alleviate a negative impact
or enhance the view.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Plans shall include all engineering drawings
and supporting documentation as well as other
plans required to manage the system such as
a nutrient management plan for proper land
application of by-products.

Prepare plans and specifications for
gasification facilities in accordance with the
criteria of this standard and good engineering
practice.

As a minimum, provide the following in the
plans and specifications:

1. Environmental Evaluation

.

2. Layout and installation details of livestock
facilities, waste collection points, waste
transfer components, storage facilities and
gasification system.

3. Documentation that all necessary outside
commitments have been confirmed.

4. Location of all inflow and discharge pipes,
construction materials, and necessary
appurtenances.

5. Details of support systems for all
components of the gasification facility.

6. Fencing and signage as appropriate for
safety purposes.
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WRP RANKING CRITERIA ~ WORKSHEET 2
Significance of Future Conditions (Maximum 30 points)

Native Woody Cover * - minimum of 600 ft. wide, surrounding entire outer limits of created
pool area (Created and Existing Cover) 30

Native Woody Cover* - minimum of 600 ft. wide, surrounding at least 2 the outer limits
of created pool area, with at least 200’ wide woody cover on remainder (Created and Existing
Cover) 25

Native Woody Cover *- minimum of 300 ft. wide, surrounding entire outer limits of created
pool area (Created and Existing Cover) 15

Native Woody Cover* - minimum of 300 ft. wide, surrounding at least 'z the outer limits of
created pool area, with at least 100’wide woody cover on remainder (Created and Existing

Cover) 10
Native Woody Cover *— minimum of 200 ft. wide, surrounding entire outer limits of created
pool area (Created and Existing Cover) 5
Less than above minimum Native Woody Cover* 0
Total Pts.

*Does not include pine plantations or pure pine situations

Significance of Surrounding Cover Conditions (Adjacent to projected easement area)

Most (greater than 50%) of the surrounding area consists of:
Permanently protected conservation area containing predominantly deciduous woody and/or
wetland cover 20

Any portion of the surrounding area consists of: Permanently protected conservation area
containing predominantly deciduous woody and/or wetland cover 10

Any other or unprotected cover condition 0

Total Pts.
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WRP RANKING CRITERIA — WORKSHEET 4

Other Considerations — Add (+) or Subtract Points (-)

Occupied building(s) within 300’ of outer edge of restoration area -15
Occupied building(s) within 500’ or outer edge of easement area -5
Fragmentation:
Connects 2 fragmented native habitats +20
Adjacent to 1 fragmented native habitat +10
Provides no connection 0
Vernal pool complex (4 or more) present or planned +15
Total Pts.

Grand Total (Ecological) Pts.

COST CONSIDERATIONS

Restoration Unit Costs

When the estimated per unit restoration cost is:

Less than the per-unit cost on the established cost list 20
Equal to the per-unit cost on the established cost list . 0
More than the per-unit cost on the established cost list -20
Total Cost Pts.
TOTAL POINTS : (Total Environmental and Cost Ranking)

NRCS Concurrence:

A program eligibility determination and preliminary restoration plan have been completed for
this offer. This ranking procedure has been completed based on the preliminary restoration plan
and the best natural resources information available. The ranking procedure has been reviewed
for completeness and accuracy.

District Conservationist Date

Other Ranking Team Members:

Name Representing

Name Representing

Name Representing



WRP/ Wetlands Reserve Program

GRP / Grassland Reserve Program

Status of Financial Assistance Program Funds (STCmte Report 5-24-11)

WRP - New Easements, to obligate FY-2011 Funds ($1,155,642)

7

Evaluated 11 new WRP sites in April 2011. Able to fund 6 easements, plus one 10 yr. restoration site.

County Acres
Accomac 154.0
Accomac 21.0
Caroline 32.0
Craig 47.0
Frederick 2.3
Madison 27.8
Pittsylvania (10 yr.) 3.4

Total 287.5

WRP - Easements In-Progress, Scheduled to Close in 2011

Bedford
Bedford
Chesapeake
Fauquier
Halifax
Halifax

WRP - Closed Easements, Restoration Underway
Bedford
Bedford
Fauquier
Fluvanna
Frederick
Southampton

GRP Easements NEW, FY-2011 funds ($634,720)
Augusta 100 ac.
Halifax 100 ac.

GRP Easements In-Progress, Scheduled to Close in 2011

Buckingham
Halifax
Halifax
Halifax

King George
Page
Southampton
Spotsylvania

= ONRO)

United States Départment of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Servke



pEb GEOGRAPHIC AREA RATE CAPSFOR  ONR(SE=

United Sates Depimest ot dgriestoe. GRASSLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (GRP)
BY VIRGINIA REGION FOR FY '11

LEGEND |
Rate Caps |
$5,000 |
$4,430
$2,670
$2,510
$2,860

Virginia wmm.g

Miles
0 20 40 80 120 160

The USDA s an equal opportunity provider and employer. MODIFIED 01/10/2011 (SEG) E:WVirginia_maps\GRP_2011_GRC.mxd




LSDA GEOGRAPHIC AREA RATE CAPSFOR  ONR(SE=
i s S tigen  WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM (WRP)
BY VIRGINIA REGION FOR FY '11

LEGEND - .
Virginia Region | Permanent | 30YR 4/»
NORTHERN $5,000 $3,750 8 B

VALLEY $4,460 | $3,350
. |[MOUNTAIN] $2,730 [ $2,050
CENTRAL $2,550 [$1,910
COASTAL $3,030 |$2,270

Miles
0 20 40 80 120 160

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. MODIFIED 1/03/2011 (SEG) E:\Virginia_maps\WRP_2011_GRC.mxd




TENNESSEE
WRP 2011 Easement Values Per >oqm

. Open Land Open Land | oasm_. _.m:n Ll _..m:.a <<oon_m,: n ; Eoon_m:m.
Area |[Counties (95)] aa .t 2 A1 : s Geographic Geographic
Market Analysis | Geographic Cap Em..xma >:m_<w_m
55 gap 2
4 Anderson | $ 3,030.00 | $ 2,880.00 | $ n.mmobc $ 2,440.00 | $ A 870. 8 $ 1,780.00
2 Bedford $ 3,700.00 | $ 3,520.00 | $ 1,250.00 | $ 1,190.00 | $ 1,250.00 | $ 1,190.00
1 Benton $ 2,300.00 | $ 2,190.00 | $ 2,200.00 | $ 2,090.00 | $ 1,360.00 | $ 1,300.00
3 Bledsoe $ 2,180.00 | $ 2,080.00 { $ 1,020.00 | $ 970.00 | $ 1,530.00 | $ 1,460.00
4 Blount $ 2,650.00 | $ 2,520.00 | $ 1,990.00 | $ 1,890.00 | $ 1,820.00 | $ 1,730.00
4 Bradley $ 3,950.00 | $ 3,760.00 | $ 1,835.00 | $ 1,750.00 | $ 2,000.00 | $ 1,900.00
4 Campbell $ 3,700.00 | $ 3,520.00 | $ 850.00 | $ 810.00 | $ 1,870.00 | $ 1,780.00
3 Cannon $ 2,050.00 | $ 1,950.00 | $ 970.00 | $ 930.00 | $ 1,680.00 | $ 1,600.00
1 Carroll $ 2,300.00 | $ 2,190.00 { $ 1,480.00 | $ 1,410.00 | $ 1,160.00 | $ 1,110.00
4 Carter $ 5,610.00 | $ 5,330.00 | $ 1,530.00 | $ 1,460.00 | $ 1,780.00 | $ 1,700.00
2 Cheatham | $ 4,910.00 | $ 4,670.00 | $ 1,290.00 | $ 1,230.00 | $ 3,000.00 | $ 2,850.00
1 Chester $ 2,810.00 | $ 2,670.00 | $ 970.00 | $ 930.00 | $ 1,300.00 | $ 1,240.00
4 Claiborne | $ 3,070.00 | $ 2,920.00 | $ 1,050.00 | $ 1,000.00 | $ 1,420.00 | $ 1,350.00
3 Clay $ 2,670.00 | $ 2,540.00 | $ 1,170.00 | $ 1,120.00 | $ 950.00 | $ 910.00
4 Cocke $ 2,430.00 | $ 2,310.00 | $ 1,370.00 | $ 1,310.00 | $ 2,100.00 | $ 2,000.00
2 Coffee $ 3,000.00 | $ 2,850.00 | $ 1,182.00 | $ 1,130.00 | $ 1,495.00 | $ 1,420.00
1 Crockett $ 3,050.00 | $ 2,900.00 | $ 1,260.00 | $ 1,200.00 | $ 1,460.00 | $ 1,390.00
3 Cumberland | $ 3,240.00 | $ 3,080.00 | $ 1,790.00 | $ 1,700.00 | $ 1,8910.00 | $ 1,820.00
2 Davidson | $ 4,190.00 | $ 3,980.00 | $ 8,650.00 | $ 8,220.00 | $ 2,920.00 | $ 2,780.00
1 Decatur $ 4,180.00 | $ 3,980.00 | $ 1,390.00 | $ 1,320.00 | $ 1,550.00 | $ 1,480.00
2 DeKalb $ 3,500.00 | $ 3,330.00 | $ 920.00 | $ 880.00 | $ 1,700.00 | $ 1,620.00
2 Dickson $ 2,710.00 | $ 2,580.00 | $ 1,000.00 | $ 950.00 | $ 1,510.00 | $ 1,440.00
1 Dyer $ 2,670.00 | $ 2,540.00 | $ 870.00 | $ 830.00 | $ 1,510.00 | $ 1,440.00
1 Fayette $ 2,990.00 | $ 2,840.00 | $ 1,600.00 | $ 1,520.00 | $ 1,575.00 | $ 1,500.00
3 Fentress $ 2,670.00 | $ 2,540.00 | $ 1,500.00 | $ 1,430.00 | $ 1,060.00 | $ 1,010.00
2 Franklin $ 3,890.00 | $ 3,700.00 | $ 1,650.00 | $ 1,570.00 | $ 2,010.00 | $ 1,910.00
1 Gibson $ 2,820.00 | $ 2,680.00 | $ 1,130.00 | $ 1,080.00 | $ 1,410.00 | $ 1,340.00
2 Giles $ 3,470.00 | $ 3,300.00 | $ 1,370.00 | $ 1,310.00 | $ 1,700.00 | $ 1,620.00




Comparison
FY 2011 GARCs % of
: . |% of Avg Avg
FY 2011 Market Permanent L= GARC 2010 Delaware
55 Value Value
| Analysis Average Easement Y 2010
MARYLAND Value | ;) Z
Group 1 { Counties: Frederick, Allegany, Garrett, Washington)
crop S 6,679.00 | S 5343201 80% |S 6,342.00]| 80%
wood $ 408900 S 2,862.30| 70% |$ 4,750.00 | 60%
Group 2 ( Counties: Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, Howard and Montgomery)
crop. IS 1021400|$ = 817120 80% |S 9,139.00 | 80%
wood S 8,475.00 | $ 593250 | 70% |S$ 6,800.00]| 60%
Group 3 ( Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s and St. Mary'’s)

crop 1S 7,531.00 | $ 6,024.80| 80% |S 8434.00| 80%

wood S 5,606.00 | S 3,92420| 70% |s 6,325.00| 60%
Group 4 ( Counties: Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Talbot and Queen Anne's) New Castlie Co
crop S 669400 % = 602460 90% |5 6,657.00] 80% | S 5,532.00
wood $ 448600|$  358880| 80% |S 490000 60% |$  3,550.20
Group 5 { Counties: Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico and Worcester) Kent/Sussex
crop - |s 481400} S 433260 90% ]S 3,20900] 8% [$  3,978.93
wood S 265100/ S = 212080 | 80% |S$ 2,750.00| 60% |$ 2,601.24

Salt marsh will be available again for FY 2011. These lands have been used for pasture area or may be used
for pasture when not flooded. Tidal marsh is only available in those counties with tidal water shoreline
along a major river or the Chesapeake Bay.

Tidal Marsh is available at a rate of $375 only in Groups 3, 4 and 5 and Baltimore and Harford Counties

ONRCS AT



North Carolina

FY 2010 Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC) - Market Analysis

Geographic Area |Land/Vegetation
(CRA) Type Market analysis |GARC GARC GARC GARC GARC Dated Process Reviewed With Date Certified by |Date Approved by
$/ac $/ac $/ac $/ac $/ac $/ac State Technical Committee STC EPD
GA VA TN SC
Tidewater 153B.1, |Prior converted
153B.2, 153B.3 cropland, pasture 1,879 1,750
Ditched and
drained woodland
w/ merchantable
timber 1,893 1,750
Ditched and
drained woodiand
w/o merchantable
timber 727 650
Atlantic Coast
Flatwoods 153A.1,
153A.2; Southern
Coastal Plain
133A.5, 133A.7;
Carolina and
Georgia Sandhills, |Prior converted
137.1 cropland, pasture 2,220 2,000
Ditched and
drained woodland
w/ merchantable
timber 2,945 2,200
Ditched and
drained woodland
w/0 merchantable
timber 1,352 1,000
Southern Piedmont
136.1, 136.2, Prior converted
136.3, 136.4 cropland, pasture 4,372 3,500
Ditched and
drained woodland
w/ merchantable
timber 4,625 3,500




FY 2010 Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC) - Market Analysis

Ditched and
drained woodland
w/o merchantable
timber

2,643

2,000

Southern Blue

Ridge 130B.1,
130B.2, 130B.3,
130B.4, 130B.5

Floodplain or
riparian cropland,
pasture

10,287

6,000

Floodplain or
riparian woodland
w/ merchantable
timber

6,826

5,500

Floodplain or
riparian woodland
w/o merchantable
timber

3,786

3,000
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