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Changing Symbology in ArcMap 
 
 
Abstract 
This is a general guide for altering the symbol for any given layer in a project. For specific 
instructions on configuring symbology for different features in a layer, refer to that document 
instead.  
 
Details 
 

1. In the Table of Contents, under the layer name, click once on the existing symbol for the 
layer. This will bring up a Symbol Selector window where you can choose pre-formatted 
symbols or manually choose colors for fills, outlines, lines, or points. 

 

 
 

2. Click once on the colored boxes on the right, for Fill Color or Outline Color, to see a color 
palette to choose from. Outline width will change the thickness of the outline. For linear 
layers, it will just be Color and Width. For point layers, it will just be Color and Size. Set 
the colors to your liking. 

 
3. Click OK to apply your changes. 

 

4. Save your project . 
 

5. If symbology of practice layers has been changed, right click on the practice layer in the 
table of contents.  Select Save Symboloy from the drop down menu. 


