
Evaluation of Concentrated Livestock Areas (Barnyard) 
 

 
 
 Is the area a constructed sediment 

basin (barnyard with on-lot or off-lot 
settling) with a WWTS/VTA1 and the 

documented design meets the 
current NRCS Standards 350, 

Sediment Basin, and 635, VTA? 

The Barnyard 
System is 

assumed to not 
be causing a 

Resource 
Concern. 

 

1 WWTS = Waste Water Treatment Strip (before 7/08)  / VTA = Vegetated Treatment Area (after 8/08),  
NRCS Standard 635. 

2 RHWT = Regional High Water Table. 
3 Downstream end of the system is defined as the edge of the livestock area unless sheet flow (<1” deep) is  

achieved across the vegetative area. 
4 BERT should only include buffers with sheet flow characteristics. 3/17/09 

 
 

 
The facility is in good operating 

condition and the O&M is up to date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is the downstream end3 of the 
system < 300 feet from a solid or 

dashed blue line on the USGS 7.5” 
quad map or < 1000 feet from a 

lake, wetland or pond? 

 
Is the facility in 
good operating 

condition and the 
O&M is up to date. 

Is BERT 
Rating4  
< 13?  

Fix, abandon, or change the 
management of the Barnyard 

System (reevaluate). 

Identify alternatives. 

Is Visual Soil erosion 
occurring?  (Sheet & Rill, 

ephemeral, or gully) 

Is the vertical separation to RHWT2 
and bedrock of the livestock areas 
and buffer area > 2 feet and above 
the 25-year floodplain elevation? 

 
The Barnyard System is 

causing a Resource 
Concern. 

Yes Yes 

No

No 

No 

Is the downstream end3 of the 
system < 600 feet from a solid or 

dashed blue line on the USGS 7.5” 
quad map or < 2000 feet from a 

lake, wetland or pond? 

Is the downstream end3 of the 
system < ½ Mile from a solid or 

dashed blue line on the USGS 7.5” 
quad map or < 1 Mile from a lake, 

wetland or pond? 

No 

No 

Is BERT 
Rating4 < 40? 

The Barnyard 
System is 

assumed to not 
be causing a 

Resource 
Concern. 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No No

No

Is BERT Rating4 < 80? 
Yes

Yes

No

Is there visual evidence 
of manure solids 
leaving the lot? 

No 

No

Yes

 
The Barnyard 

System is 
causing a 
Resource 
Concern. 

Then Yes 

Yes 

Fix, abandon, or 
change the 

management of 
the Barnyard 

System 
(reevaluate). 

Identify 
alternatives 

Then 


