Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
November 19, 2009
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Harriet Behar, Sandi Cihlar, Wayne Craig, Cyd Curtis, Richard Gorder, Laura Hewitt, Scott Hull, Tom Lochner, Bob Micheel, Steve Richter, James Ruwaldt 
Others:  Kim Cates, Katie Crawley, Tom Krapf, Dave Neu, Matt Otto, Nicole Potvin, Renae Anderson 
Guests:  Kurt Waterstradt, Tammy Vaassen, Kim Fleming, Scott Petges
Opening Remarks – Tom Krapf, ASTC-Water Resources
Welcome and Greetings!  Minutes have been handed out and let us know of changes.  A change in today’s agenda is that Pat Leavenworth, STC, is in Washington, DC, today.  She is taking our Leadership Development Program training group through a leadership training session.  He is filling in for Pat today and Matt will fill in for him and we’ll start with round robin and introductions.  For Pat’s introductory comments today we are going to use that time with Renae. She has a handout on the “Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council, a report on protecting and restoring natural resources on Tribal lands in Wisconsin.”  November is Native American Heritage Month and this is our new NRCS poster.  Handout and poster distributed for review.  Initially they were a sub-committee of this group, but now they are a standing committee on their own to deal with farm bill programs advising the State Conservationist.  They were initiated into the counsel in 2001 and prior to that very few of the tribes participated in NRCS programs.  With that group being formed, participation has really increased and they are a very active group in EQIP and WHIP programs.  We are very pleased with the tribes’ participation in these programs.  
Tom – Next on the agenda is Carl Wacker.  Carl has been on his staff for about a year now and he has taken a leadership role in the Conservation Security Program and our recent audit issues.  He has done an excellent job over the past year but he has now accepted the Wisconsin State Soil Scientist position.  We are happy for his success and wish him well in his new role.

CSP Update – Carl Wacker
Thanks to Tom for all the help and keeping him educated on CSP.  Thanks to Matt also for all the work together.  We have a great CSP signup so far and with a short timeline.  We are well on our way to getting the contracts out there.  The national average is $18. /acre.  The application deadline is January 15.  For this signup we had 757 applications statewide.  We had an allocation of about 160,000 for agriculture land and applications for a little over 163,000.  It looks like we will use our Ag allocation for this first signup.  Questions and discussion continued.  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/
Matt Otto – We have started a program within the State Technical Meeting to have one of our members give a presentation on what they are involved with.  At the last meeting, Jeff Hastings came and talked about the Trout Unlimited efforts in the driftless area and this meeting Harriet Behar is here and will talk about the USDA Organic Program.

Organic Regulations – Harriet Behar
I’ll talk a little about the USDA Organic Program and how it relates to NRCS.  The organic program is a law was passed by Congress in 1990.  It took the USDA 12 years to write the regulations to implement that law.  It’s been in effect since October 2002.  Everyone in the U.S. that sells anything that is agriculturally produced with the word “organic” on it has to follow the law and the regulations of the USDA.  Here is the link to her presentation. 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/WI/stc/OrganicNov09.ppt.  File is 3 MB

Questions and discussion followed.  Additional information is available on “The Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES) website:  http://www.mosesorganic.org
Easement Programs Update – Tom Krapf vice Don Baloun

Don is at a meeting today with DATCAP and we are passing out a handout that basically shows there wasn’t much change or little change in the payment rates for the regional CAP values for the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  Essentially he is not bringing any recommended changes to this group in the dollar values because if you go into the documentation, I think what it showed was a $2.00 fluctuation statewide.  No major news with the change on that.  Don is also working with an aggressive Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) this year with looking to bring in a lot of acres now that it is more amenable to Wisconsin farmers again with the latest farm bill changes.  We will have an aggressive signup in the WRP with the upcoming year.   There are no recommended changes and no dollar changes.  No major news with the change in that.  Don is working aggressively with sign-ups w/wetland reserved program.  

Matt Otto – Next is Greg Rebman, our new State Forester.  First time we have had a State Forester in our office here in over 25 years.  We are glad to have Greg here and he’ll talk about a new proposal on healthy forests.   

Healthy Forests – Greg Rebman

Handout distributed on “Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP) Wisconsin Driftless Area Proposal.”  This was a pilot project just for a few States previously.  This year was our first opportunity to participate.  There was a short turnaround time for new proposals with a bulletin out the end of September and by November 1 we had to have our proposal in.  This is what we came up with and the program is targeted at endangered and threatened species.  What we decided to look at was the lower Wisconsin River area and specifically bottom land hardwood habitat for T&E species.  See handout for more information.
BREAK

Matt Otto – Attendance list passed around. 

Matt – Next on the agenda are Greg Rebman, NRCS, and Nichole Potvin, DNR, who will talk about the forest strategy.  Nicole is here for Rebecca who was unable to make it today.

Statewide Forest Assessment & Strategy – Greg Rebman, NRCS, and Nichole Potvin, WI DNR

I’m going to give a brief background on why the assessment was done.  The forestry subcommittee of this group did meet with Rebecca Gass to go over her report for the assessment and make comments.  The State and Private Forestry Unit of the National Forest Service went through a redesign that was enacted by the 2008 Farm Bill.  Through this redesign they initiated a forest assessment and strategy to address concerns and come up with strategies.  The redesign will give the states an opportunity to identify their highest priority areas and then develop strategies to address those challenges. Two handouts were distributed:  “Wisconsin’s Forest Sustainability Framework, Creating the knowledge to sustain our forests” and “Statewide Forest Assessment and Strategy” one page handout.  For additional information on the assessment see website:  http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/assessment/DraftReview.htm. and additional information on the Wisconsin Council on Forestry see their website:  http://council.wisconsinforestry.org.  Discussion followed.
Rebecca wants feedback and comments from the WSTC members on this assessment and strategy.
Matt Otto – Thank you!  
Mississippi River Basin Initiative Update – Tom Krapf
A map passed around for review.  In the next 2-3 weeks there will be a request for proposals, (RFP).  For Wisconsin, our focus area will be the Pecatonica, the Sugar, and the Middle Rock Watersheds.  The RFP will be for any non-federal governmental units that apply for funds on any of these 12 digit areas within this focus area.  In a nutsell, they will be saying we need these types of conservation practices and this many dollars over this many years.  What we will bring to the table is $80 million dollars and $50 million of that would be in the CCPI program (EQIP, WHIP and CSP acres).  The practices are primarily targeted at reducing nutrient runoff to surface waters.  We will look at everything and even training costs associated with one of those scenarios.  They should be very attractive to Agriculture and go really well with managing nutrients, managing animal waste, developing practices at controlling nutrients after they have been applied, etc.  We do want a good number of proposals to come in and in the future on we have more specifics he will set up a meeting to answer questions.  A lot of interest has come to NRCS through initiatives and now this Mississippi River Initiative.  Questions and discussion followed.
EQIP & WHIP Cookbook Update & 2010 Signup Issues – Matt Otto

At the last meeting there was a request for more information about what types of practices and how much funding was distributed through EQIP last year.  Renae put a graph together for us which is one of the handouts distributed.  Our biggest practices are waste storage facility, nutrient management, manure transfer, CNMP, fencing, stream bank, etc.  The total was $16.27 million.  It includes everything we contracted last year in EQIP.  The next handout is “EQIP and WHIP Practice Changes for 2010.”   Wildlife practices should be added to this list under EQIP.  Discussion continued.  We are putting together some other practices that Tom mentioned because of the Mississippi River Basin Initiative.  Discussion followed.
Tom Krapf – Practice changes for 2010.  There have been a lot of initiative changes.  There is an effort to bring about uniformity across the States.  One of the big changes the Chief wanted and has just brought to the States attention, in a short timeframe, is to start looking at comparing applications on similar land use.  What the Chief wants all States to do is to look at multiple land uses and provide some of those opportunities down to the county level.  Discussion continued.  Process was provided on how WI would create funding pools.  Received WSTC concurrence.
Matt Otto – Handout of the “Wisconsin Resource Concern Priorities” distributed.  We want you to discuss and rate with a 1-6 priority level on a statewide basis.  We want your input on other things that should be included on this list.  Next meeting is in January and we will need the results before then.  Attendees completed the survey and provided input on how funds could be distributed.  
Thank you to all and the next meeting is January 21, 2010.  Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
Websites:

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ and CSP website link is:  http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/cstp.html
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