Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
November 13, 2008

Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Valerie Adamski, Harriet Behar, Miles Benson, Sandi Cihlar, Ben Brancel, Wayne Craig, Keith Foye, Richard Gorder, William Hanson, Dick Hauser, Laura Hewitt, Bridget Holcomb, Scott Hull, Pat Leavenworth, Bob Micheel, Steve Richter, Don Roberts, James Ruwaldt
Others:  Don Baloun, Susan Butler, Regina Hirsch, Tom Krapf, Pat Murphy, Matt Otto, Patrick Scallon 

Guests:  Tammy Vaassen, Gail Lisse, Jeffrey Voltz

Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth
Minutes from the last meeting were revised to add Valerie Adamski as a State Technical Committee Member.

The NRCS 2009 fiscal year is underway and most of the allowances have been issued for this year. A request has been made to National Headquarters for additional appropriations for EQIP this will not prevent NRCS from conducting a sign up.
The Wisconsin State Office personnel are being reorganized to better coordinate with the National Office personnel by realigning duties.  There will be two Assistant State Conservationists for Programs at the state office level; an Assistant for Financial Assistance and an Assistant for Easement Programs.  

Tom Krapf will be responsible for the following programs; EQIP, WHIP, CSP, the new Conservation Stewardship Program, Conservation Innovation Grants, Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative and Emergency Conservation Program.  

Don Baloun will be responsible for easements, Farm Land Protection Program, Grassland Protection Program, Healthy Forest Reserve Program, CRP, Wetland Reserve Program, Conservation Technical Assistance, and the main contact for NRCS state level partners. 
Matt Otto will be the EQIP Program Manager in January after Jan Whitcomb retires. Sheryl Paczwa, Assistant for State Operations, will now handle the Resource Conservation and Development program.  John Ramsden, State Engineer, will be responsible for Watershed Programs.

Pat gave a power point presentation to the committee regarding Wisconsin’s Accomplishments for the 2002 Farm Bill.  The power point presentation can be downloaded at: ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/WI/stc/FB02accompshort.ppt.
Roles of WSTC in the New Farm Bill – Tom Krapf

Tom gave a power point presentation to the committee regarding NRCS Technical Committee Roles and Responsibilities.  The power point presentation can be downloaded at:  ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/WI/stc/State%20Technical%20Committee%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities.ppt.

Tom handed out the 2009 Wisconsin State Technical Meeting schedule.  The committee will meet every other month, but additional meetings can be added if the need arises.  

EPA Final CAFO Rule – Don Roberts
Don gave a handout summarizing the EPA CAFO rule change.  There is a webcast scheduled for November 19.  Below is the link to obtain information regarding the final ruling and to view the webcast.
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/afo/cafofinalrule.cfm
The January meeting will have a speaker from the EPA update the committee on the final CAFO rule.  Please submit questions to Heather Lynch at heather.lynch@wi.usda.gov by COB Wednesday, January 7.

WRP Update – Don Baloun

NRCS has received 60 applications to date and expect that number to increase.  The quarterly allocations for WRP are:
1st Quarter
 1.5 million

2nd Quarter
125 million

3rd Quarter
100 million

4th Quarter
  90 million

The goal is to have 275,000 acres enrolled in WRP.  NRCS has received 4.5 million in allocations and the application process is underway.  When the rules have been finalized, the ranking process will begin.  
2009 EQIP Funding Recommendations – Matt Otto and Tom Krapf
A letter from Valerie Adamski, Grass Works Inc., was handed out to the committee regarding funding for EQIP and the animal waste storage program at the lower level, 25%.  Discussion followed.
NRCS has not received the full allocation for EQIP funds this year.  To date, NRCS has received $13,749,977.00.  Matt gave a handout to the committee with the 2009 EQIP allocation breakdown.

The State Reserve fund of $50,000 is set aside for errors that may have occurred in contracts from 2002 and 2003 or for unforeseen problems on the work site.  The state reserve applies to any contract in any category.  Discussion followed.
Matt gave a handout showing the Wisconsin EQIP Allocation Comparison for Fiscal Years 2006-2008.  The handout is attached with the minutes.
The next State Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 15, 2009 at the NRCS State Office.

