Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
May 20, 2010
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Harriet Behar, Sandi Cihlar, David Czysz,  Ivan Dozier, Patty Edelburg, Dick Hauser, Bridget Holcomb, Steve Richter, James Ruwaldt,  Missy Sparrow
Others:  Eric Allness, Zia Brucaya, Susan Butler, Kim Cates, Katie Crawley, Craig Ficenec, Matt Otto, Kara Slaughter, Kim Walz, Kurt Waterstradt
Opening Remarks – Ivan Dozier, Acting State Conservationist
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved.

Ivan Dozier, who is acting for Pat while she is detailed to Washington, introduced himself to the committee.  Ivan is from the Illinois NRCS State office where he is the Assistant State Conservationist for Programs.
Ivan informed the committee of several programs that NRCS will be implementing for the upcoming year.  They are:

· Ag Energy Management Plan 

· Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI)

· Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)

The above programs are coming late in the year and NRCS appreciates the patience and cooperation with all agencies involved.
Susan Butler, FSA, informed the committee that a new program, Transition Incentives Program (TIP), was announced last Friday.  This program is associated with CRP and it allows a retired or retiring landowner who is participating in CRP and in the last year of their contract, to transition their land to a Beginning Farmer or Socially Disadvantaged Farmer.    FSA will continue to pay a CRP rental payment to that previous participant for two years after the CRP contract has expired.    Essentially the land must be transferred in a manner that it will be grazed or farmed according to sustainable agriculture requirements.  Sign up for this program started Monday, May 17 and FSA is ready to implement the program.   More information can be found on the National USDA FSA website.
The committee asked Susan for an update on the BCAP program.  She spent ten days in Washington evaluating and reviewing over 24,000 comments that were received nationwide.  The program will not be up and running until later this fall because the agency is in the process of writing rules and regulations.
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) – Eric Allness
Eric Allness, NRCS Resource Conservationist, gave several handouts regarding the GLRI.  The first handout was a map showing the two watersheds that were selected for the GLRI; Lower Fox and Manitowoc-Sheboygan watersheds.   Wisconsin received 1.6 million for conservation practices to address non-point pollution issues occurring on agricultural land with the selected Great Lakes Watershed.  The sign up for this special EQIP program begins on June 1 and ends on July 1.  The second handout listed Wisconsin Core and Supporting Practices for the GLRI.   Eric gave the committee a handout listing the six ranking questions that may be used during the application selection process.  Eric asked the group for feedback or concerns regarding the questions.  Some points the committee brought up for consideration were:

· Concentrate on one watershed to show better results.

· Vary outreach possibilities to designated areas to protect certain evasive species

· Emphasis on surface water issues vs. groundwater issues

· Emphasis on bundling practices

Due to time constraints, Eric will collect, consolidate, and summarize the ranking suggestions and forward to the committee.  
EQIP Program Updates and Local Workgroup Process – Matt Otto
Matt gave handout with the EQIP and WHIP current allocations for Wisconsin.  EQIP current allocation is $14,975,998.  The handout broke down by funding pools (i.e. cropland, pasture, farmstead, etc.) by area (NE, NW, SE, and SW).   These numbers do not include the Organic Initiative or the money still coming for the GLRI or MRBI.   The handout is attached with the minutes.
WHIP current allocation is $541, 696 and the handout broke down by funding pools (i.e. cropland, pasture, forest/other) by area (NE, NW, SE, and SW).  The backlog for WHIP is not as large as last year, but may not be able to fund every application even with additional funding. 
Matt gave a handout on Local Working Group (LWG) Process in Wisconsin.  The biggest change is members do not have to be a government officials.   LWG should meet at least once a year and in Wisconsin the meeting will be held by October 31 each year.  The Standard Operating Procedure will be issued to the local service centers so they are aware of the process. 
Easement Program Update – Craig Ficenec
Craig Ficenec, who is Acting State Conservationist for Easement Programs, introduced himself to the committee.  Craig is the Resource Conservation and Development Coordinator in the Jefferson Service Center.   
Wisconsin’s Flood Plain Easement Program  has 35 contracts underway and total a little over 5100 acres in six southern counties; Rock, Green, Columbia, Dodge, Walworth and Lafayette.   Tree planting and grass seeding has already started on some of the properties and making progress due to favorable weather conditions.   All funds must be obligated by the end of September and constructions need to be completed by the end of December.  For 2010, the Wetland Reserve Program has 9 million dollars and 26 contracts totaling 2500 acres.  Three of the contracts are 30 year and the rest are permanent easements.    Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program has nearly 2 million in funding for 2010 and two easements are already committed with another 6 to 8 pending.   The Conservation Reserve Program has technical assistance funds available for contribution agreements.  NRCS is querying counties for interest in assisting on CREP, Continuous CRP and SAFE.  Secretary Vilsack promised a new CRP general signup for 2010, but still waiting for an environmental impact statement so timing of signup is uncertain.
CSP Program Update – Eric Allness

The NRCS National Headquarters announced that the ranking cutoff for 2010 funding is June 11and all applications received by that date will be evaluated and considered for funding.  The regulations for the program have not been finalized so contracts are being obligated under the interim regulations.  Eric gave a handout showing the obligated contracts for Wisconsin and a map with the number of contracts by county.    516 contracts were obligated and total financial assistance for 2010 was a little over 3 million.  NRCS is anticipating around 600-700 applications for the second sign up.  Eric provided a handout regarding Wisconsin’s priority resource concerns.  A discussion for bundling conservation practices to obtain more points for the ranking procedure and in turn getting more money for practices followed.     The handouts are attached with the minutes. 
 The next State Technical Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 15 at the NRCS State Office.  An agenda will be forth coming.
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