Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
Minutes of September 28, 2006
Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Don Baloun, Ben Miles, Sandi Cihlar, Keith Foye, Jeff Gaska, Dick Gorder, Laurie Fischer, Dick Hauser, Jeff Hastings, Shelly Mayer,  Bob Micheel, Steve Richter, Don Roberts, James Ruwaldt, and Julian Zelazny 
Others: Katie Crawley, Regina Hirsch, Tom Krapf, Pat Murphy, Patrick Scallon, Jan Whitcomb, and John Ramsden
Guests:  Scott Hull, Lynn Harrison, Mike Wehler, Gordon Stevenson, Jen Keuning, Rick Remington, and Kate Wipperman
Opening Remarks – Don Baloun
· Julian Zelazny, the new Executive Director of Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association (WLWCA) was introduced.  Julian comes after having been the director of the State Environment Resource Center an online, non –profit that specialized in state-level conservation policy.  Prior to that he was the policy director for the Audubon Society of New Hampshire.  
Minutes from August meeting were accepted.
Conservation Security Program – Tom Krapf

The Milwaukee River watershed has been selected for consideration in the 2007 Conservation Security Program. This year, nationwide, fifty 51 watersheds will be considered for program approval.  Final approval will be based upon 2007 USDA budget allocations.  The majority of the northern portion of the Milwaukee River watershed is comprised of agriculture land use.  Resource issues and interests include surface water quality and loss of farmland.  Sign up dates have not been announced. 

 

Payments will begin to be made on existing CSP contracts over the next several months. Producers will be able to choose if they want their payment before the first of the year.
National Pork Producers Update – Lynn Harrison and Mike Wehler (handout)
The information handout is from the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) who has been working on getting more funding for mobile manure handling equipment.  About 60% of the EQIP funding has been directed to livestock operations but pork producers have fallen short.  Allowing cost sharing for injectors on the spreaders would make some gains in that sense.  
· Pork producers’ EQIP applications appear not to be ranking well nationally because they have already invested in the core elements of a sound manure management system.
· EQIP cost share assistance isn’t generally available for mobile equipment.

· Where EQIP funds are allocated to counties for final application approvals, the monies available have proven inadequate to cover more than one or two modest sized EQIP contracts.

Don Baloun reported that few pork producers’ sign up for waste storage in Wisconsin.  Pork producers need to come in and sign up for EQIP.  The success rate is pretty high. 

Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) Ranking Criteria – Kate Wipperman (Natural Heritage Land Trust) (handout) Rick Remington, West Wisconsin Land Trust
Kate:

FRPP keeps productive farmland and privately owned land in agricultural use by helping the land owner, local units of government, and non profit organizations work with land owners to purchase the development rights on important farms.  To be eligible, an applicant must have privately owned land with a certain percentage of prime and important farmland in agriculture use.  After those are met, there is list of ranking factors to determine which ones get funded.  
Currently, regardless of the conservation easement’s appraised value, FRPP will pay 50% of the appraised value or $3,000/acre, whichever is less.  The handout explains this.
Kate stated that the $3,000/acre cap may be enough to accomplish the intent of the program.

Rick 

Echoed Kate’s concerns, and added that the negative points scale in the ranking be modified or eliminated.  He also supported keeping the cap/per acre.
The State Technical Committee was asked to consider removing the negative ranking section from the FRPP Ranking Criteria.

They will prepare recommendation for the State Tech meeting as a result of these concerns.  
Wisconsin Buffer Initiative Update – Dr. Pete Nowak (Power Point-Print Copy attached)
Dr. Nowak from the University of Wisconsin hosted a power point presentation titled:  

“The Wisconsin Buffer Initiative:  Citizens and Scientists Finding Interdisciplinary Solutions to Environmental Problems”.  
This was a good update for the Wisconsin State Tech Committee on the Wisconsin Buffers Initiative results and current status.
Forestry Sub-Committee Report - Miles Benson (& Pat Murphy) (handout)
The sub-committee recommended that Wisconsin NRCS hire a State Forester on the Resources Staff to provide professional expertise for development of technical materials and training.
Miles handed out a complete listing in priority order of the recommendations.

The next step is to make a recommendation to Pat Leavenworth and she will consider this based on funding available.  
EQIP Animal Waste Storage – Jan Whitcomb, Don Baloun, and John Ramsden 

(handout Waste Storage Facility 313 with paragraph removed about 270 day’s minimum storage period).
Letters were circulated from the Farm Bureau, WI DATCP, Dairy Business Association, and Wisconsin Pork Producers regarding their comments on the proposed changes to the Waste Storage Facility cost share document within EQIP.
Don Baloun stated that NRCS is revamping the EQIP cost incentive process.  Nationally the phrase “cost-share” will no longer be used.  NRCS no longer will be cost-sharing but, will be making the farmer a payment for practice implementation.  NRCS is spending too much technical assistance time on the billing of constructed practices.  NRCS is going to move to flat rate/average cost payments.

Don also said NRCS does routine (annual) spot checks on engineering and agronomic practices.  We are finding many cost-shared storage facilities are utilizing the “free board” as part of their annual storage need.  This is not appropriate.  Much discussion followed.  

A question was proposed to the WSTC on eliminating all cost shares and go to a payment for implementation of CNMP or whole farm livestock plan.  The payment could be flat rate and could require specific practice ____________ where met and earn the payment.  It determined that a sub committee of WSTC needs to flush out the ideas.

John Ramsden stated that manure storages are in danger of running over.  The pits are filling up faster than anticipated.  Many landowners do not have any idea of how much water is being added.   Under estimating the water used one of is the problems.  The 180 days of storage is tight and a combination of things such as poor weather, more than normal rain, adding some cows or using more water than estimated can quickly push the storage beyond the design level.  Don stated the 313 standard will not change or the 590 standard.
Don Baloun has asked John Ramsden to head a committee made up of largely producers and a few agency folks to come back to State tech meeting with a position of what changes to propose and how NRCS should fund animal waste systems in 2008.  It is safe to say that NRCS will not be doing in 2008 as is being done now.
The next meeting will be November 30, 2006 at the NRCS State Office.
