
Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting

Minutes of March 23, 2006

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Rebecca Baumann, Sandi Cihlar, Wayne Craig, Jeff Gaska, Laurie Fischer, Dick Hauser, Pat Leavenworth, Bob Micheel, Don Roberts

Others:  Don Baloun, Miles Benson, Ben Brancel, Larry Bundy, Bill Hanson, Michael Koran, Tom Krapf, Carrie Laboski, Tom Lochner, Alison Peña, Nicole Potvin, Gordon Stevenson, Jan Whitcomb, Carl Wacker, Mike Wehler

Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth

· NRCS has been focusing on getting the programs delivered.  There has been a lot of interest in the two watersheds for csp.

· The budget is still in a deficit mode.  Anticipate balancing at the end of the year.  Waiting for funds (CSP technical assistance funds won’t arrive until all the CSP contracts go in to Washington and we see how many are selected.  This should be coming in the next month).  A request was put in for an additional $6 million in additional eqip funds.  A date has been set when National Headquarters will look at what funds have not been obligated nationwide and then redistribute them.

· Anticipating challenging budgets in years to come.  NRCS has dropped 16 staff years since the end of September.  A large number of them are in the Soils Area because the soil survey has been completed for the state of Wisconsin.  There will be a celebration on May 16 on the Capitol grounds for completion of the soil survey.  A notice will be sent to the Committee.

· Something that may be of interest:  there are two new books out that are relevant.  The Worst Hard Times by Timothy Egan is about the Dust Bowl in the Great Plains and the people who stayed there.  Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv is about saving our children from ‘nature deficit’ disorder.

Minutes from the January meeting were accepted.

WLWCA Resolutions – Rebecca Baumann

A resolution was submitted at the WLWCA yearly meeting to restore EQIP funding to no-till practices.  A survey was sent out - there are some strong opinions in the state that this should be brought back.  Bob Micheel talked about the survey sent out to counties across the state.  A map was handed out showing no-till survey results, along with a handout containing survey questions and responses.  

Based on the survey results, WLWCA supports reinstating the no-till practice for inclusion into the 2007 EQIP docket, understanding guidelines for eligibility must be changed.  Rule changes must ensure that no-till cost sharing actually applies for landowners to change or adopt verses a field tillage system change.  Discussion followed.

Timing on this is good.  The national ranking pilot is done.  Area offices are working with field staff developing questions that will bring in the local issues (land and resource water management plans, NR151, what to do with their projected dollars ).  Will work on information WLWCA put together and will come up with some guidelines to send out to WSTC members for comment.  Also make it clear that if they have no history with no-till of grains, it would be considered the first time.  There will need to be clear-cut parameters if it is brought back and will be evaluated at the end of FY 2007.  Include strong language that one of the concerns was capping it but decided to leave this up to the LWGs based on what they felt was needed with the land and resource management plans, NR151, etc.

WSTC Subcommittee Update - Don Baloun

Committee for WSTC has put together a draft of what we will allow to be a statewide practice and what will not be allowed.  Members of the committee include Steve Bradley, Bob Micheel, Dick Gorder, Dick Hauser, Tammy Lindsay, Regina Hirsch, John Hall, Paul Nerhing, Tom Lockner.  Will try to have one meeting and get it done in one session or do a conference call.

CIG Update - Don Baloun

Conservation innovation grants:  thirteen applications were forwarded to NHQ.  There were some glitches in system.  Did not get a lot of feedback to Pat early enough.  

Special Project Initiatives - Don Baloun

National headquarters have requested states to submit special project initiatives for unspent dollars returned to NHQ.  The intent is that we would compete for freed-up dollars and have the approval to do a special sign-up and go after that targeted work.  If there are things happening now that would fit under one of the programs where it would be worth a special initiative and we could go after extra dollars, let Don know.  June 1 is the date when NHQ will go into ProTracts to see where we are with obligating dollars for programs.  Will be a short time period, which is why it is important to have special projects in mind and respond ASAP (see attachment).

Nitrogen Recommendations – Carrie Laboski/Larry Bundy, UW-CALS

Two years ago, soils fertility specialists in the north central region had talked about regionalizing nitrogen recommendations for corn.  After discussion, they agreed on a common philosophy for data analysis.  Wisconsin isn’t the only one that changed recommendations.  Minnesota has already changed their recommendations.  Iowa and Illinois are right behind.  Carrie went through the handout describing the process and data analysis for the new recommendations.

The new recommendations give flexibility to growers who like to stay with same nitrogen rate every year and also to those who like to adjust yearly.  Questions/discussion followed.

CRP/CREP - Ben Brancel
In the next couple of months, CRP will dictate how much energy fsa focuses on CREP.  FSA is publicly informing people with contracts already in crp that they will be doing extensions and rollovers of the 07 contracts.  This is a national initiative, not just Wisconsin.  Those individuals need to contact the FSA office by mid April.  Counties vary with number of contracts.  The landowner who presently has a contract expresses an interest in re-enrolling or extending their contract, and pays FSA $45 for the contract and $1 per acre.  They are initiating having the property looked at in regards to a rollover or extension.  If a portion is found to not be in compliance with the original plan, it must be brought into compliance or they will not have the opportunity for rollover or extension of the contract; or the producer can reimburse fsa all money earned on that portion of property not in compliance and can re-enroll only that portion in compliance.  FSA may be doing rollover and extensions for all 08, 09, 10 contracts that expire on top of this 07 rollover/extension.  The timeframe for those landowners to come in is unknown.  Contracts expiring in 06 will be treated like any general sign-up.  Crp will be a very big workload for fsa, NRCS, and others putting together plans and reviewing contracts for rollover and sign-ups.

With offices so busy with CRP, employees don’t have time to promote CREP as much.  Many times landowners come in for the general CRP sign-up and find out it is more suited to a crep contract than CRP.  Misunderstanding of the crep program (plans, eligibility, sign-up) has a lot to do with communications.  Need to have better communication and training.

CSP – Tom Krapf
CSP is in sign-up now for the Grant/Little Maquoketa and Lake Du Bay Watersheds.  This sign-up has been at a record level.  Wisconsin is very competitive nationally in the number of contracts.  Nationally there are 60 watersheds.  The two watersheds have a few differences.  The Grant/Little Maquoketa watershed has a lot of pastures in it.  Change for this year - it’s easier to get a contract the higher the tier you are.

FRPP – Carl Wacker

Carl distributed a handout regarding Wisconsin FRPP status along with a map and pictures of farms protected under FRPP.  He has an e-mail list to send out updates and announcements.  If you would like to be included on this list, contact Carl.

Last year we passed the $10 million mark.  At the end of this sign-up, we expect to pass the 10,000 acre level.  A lot of easements were closed out the last couple months.  Another half dozen will be closing in the next few months.  Since 1996 when the program started, over 60 farms have been protected.  Wisconsin has funded five land trusts, two town programs, and one state program (dnr).

There is increasing interest in pdr (Purchase of Development Rights).

In FY05, had $110 million nationwide.  In a pre-application survey, Wisconsin documented $7 million demand.  We received $3.4 million and obligated all of it.  In FY06, the signup will be announced next week.  In the pre-application survey, we documented about $2 million of demand.  We received about $1.1 million.  

WRP – Alison Peña

We received $7.5 million this year.

NRCS has recently implemented a new valuation system that requires the use of the Federal Yellow Book appraisal process.  It is a before/after approach to valuation that is also used by the U.S. Forest Service.  The process only works favorably for landowners when the before value is developable land, as is most Forest Service land, and the easement removes that value leaving an agreeable residual amount to be offered to the landowner.  WRP land rarely falls into this category and the before value is typically agriculture with the after value being recreational.  This leaves little to be offered to the landowner.

Average Price for Agriculture Land paid for WRP historically:  $2,000/acre

Price being offered this year for Yellow Book appraised land:  $550/acre

Landowners are not accepting the WRP easement price and Wisconsin stands to lose $7 million currently allocated to the program because they most likely will not get accepted offers.

Next Meeting

The next scheduled WSTC meeting is April 27 at NRCS.


