Farm Odor Reduction and Good Neighbor Recommendations [image: image1.wmf]
Odors from livestock, manure and farming operations can be objectionable.  Best Management practices can limit odor and its negative impacts while maximizing yields and controlling costs.  The following suggestions may be used to reduce manure odors:

· Agitate and spread manure on days with low humidity and when wind is not blowing odors in the direction of non-farm residences or high public use areas. 

· Inject or immediately incorporate liquid manure when spreading within close proximity to rural homeowners.

· Provide prior notice to neighbors who may object to odors prior to spreading. Advance notice allows homeowners time to shut windows and prepare for the manure application ahead of time.
Other ways to reduce livestock odor:

· Minimize manure accumulation in barns and on barnyard areas 

· Ensure that barnyards are sloped to minimize wetness and areas of standing water

· Establish windbreaks to help disperse odors
· Construct a cover over the surface of the manure pit or ensure that a crust forms after each agitation. This may require the addition of straw or other crust forming material.
· Minimize excess protein in the diet to reduce ammonia production.
· Minimize dust in the livestock production area to reduce the transport of odors.
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Visual Management:
Use visual screens including building placement to hide unsightly production areas from public view.

Details such as attractive landscaping, flower beds, impressively maintained lawn and buildings are an important part of visual management.  
Practice  “good housekeeping” by maintaining clean cattle barns and yards, keeping debris picked up and controlling weeds gives a farm a great image in the community.  







