Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
September 27, 2007
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Harriet Behar, Keith Foye, Jeff Gaska, Scott Hull, Pat Leavenworth, Bob Micheel, Steve Richter, Don Roberts, Jim Ruwaldt, Kevin Shelley, Julian Zelazny
Others:  Don Baloun, Susan Butler, Regina Hirsch, Matt Otto, Patrick Scallon, Gordon Stevenson, Jan Whitcomb
Guests:  Steve Struss, Crystal McNett, Renae Anderson, Brett Hulsey
Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved.
The Secretary of Agriculture, Johanns, has resigned and Chuck Conner will be Acting Secretary until a replacement is named. 

There has been little activity from the Senate Ag Committee for the 2007 Farm Bill.  The Senate Finance Committee is working on an Ag Tax package, which would give tax credit for participants who have placed their land in conservation easements.  
Federal agencies will be working under a Continuing Resolution until November 16.  Funding for some programs will expire at the end of September.  The EQIP program is authorized until 2010 and CSP until 2011.  

The 2002 Farm Bill is closing out.  Pat distributed a summary sheet of the accomplishments that have happened over the past five years in Wisconsin.  The WSTC members received tokens of appreciation for all of their efforts in assisting Pat with the 2002 Farm Bill.
NRCS had a National Leadership review in September that went well.  One group visited the Coon Creek Watershed in Vernon County and saw grazing operations and a PL566 dam that held during the August 1000 year storm event.  They also saw a dairy farm and reviewed the comprehensive nutrient management planning process.   The other group visited Columbia County and saw a WRP site and visited the Aldo Leopold Shack.
SAFE-CRP Proposal – Susan Butler, Jim Ruwaldt, Scott Hull
Wisconsin was allocated 10,900 acres for the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) program.   The signup for SAFE is offered once and the implementation of the program could be for 10-15 years.  
Jim Ruwaldt distributed two handouts to the committee.  The first handout was the criteria used by the Wildlife Subcommittee in evaluating the SAFE proposals.  The second handout was a summary of the five proposals that were submitted to the Wildlife Subcommittee.   

The Wildlife Subcommittee recommended the proposals to the WSTC for approval.  The WSTC approved the proposals.  Susan Butler will forward the proposals to the Wisconsin Farm Service Agency State Committee for their approval, once approved, the proposals will be forwarded the National Office in Washington, DC.   If the five proposals are approved, the implementation of the program will begin in January of 2008. 
CIG- WI Dairy and Livestock Air Emission/Odor Project – Keith Foye and Steve Struss.
The project received a Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) worth nearly $650,000 from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. The federal funding will be used mainly for cost share assistance with participating livestock farms that agree to install best management practices to reduce and control air emissions and odors. 

The three-year project will evaluate the air emissions and odor levels from six to eight dairy and other livestock operations and compare emissions and odor levels both before and after the installation of best management practices. The total cost of the project is estimated to be $1.4 million with the additional funds and in-kind contributions provided by the state of Wisconsin. 

The project is a cooperative effort with DATCP, NRCS, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin Agricultural Stewardship Initiative, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation, Dairy Business Association, Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin-Platteville Pioneer Farm, and the University of Wisconsin Discovery Farms.

The project received 15 applications and 6 were accepted.   The grant will end in 2008 and the evaluations of the project are to be submitted to NRCS by January 2009.
The six demonstration sites are: Clark, Manitowoc, Waupaca, Kewaunee, Dunn, and Monroe Counties.  

Steve Struss, Agricultural Engineer, gave a power point presentation on the project.  Discussion followed.
CIG- Energy *A* Syst Comprehensive Farmstead Energy Tool Kit- Doug Reinemann

Doug Reinemann, Professor at the U.W. of Madison, gave a power point presentation on the Energy Self Assessment tool.  The web site has not been officially launched, but can be accessed at http://144.92.31.19/.  December 2007 is the anticipated date for the web site to be officially launched for the upper Midwest.
Training sessions are scheduled for February 28 and 29 in La Crosse.  

Discussion followed.

Bio-Fuels in CRP- Cellulosic Prairie Report – Brett Hulsey

Brett Hulsey, President for Better Environmental Solutions, gave a power point presentation on Cellulose Prairie.  
Twelve Midwestern states have up to 231 million tons of potential excess biomass (switchgrass, wood, crop residue and manure) each year.  If converted to ethanol, it could yield 13.9 billion gallons, more than doubling current ethanol production.  

For more information regarding cellulosic demonstration projects in Wisconsin, log onto www.ethanol-gec.org.
Discussion followed.

Next Meeting

The next State Technical Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 25, 2007, in the NRCS State Office.
