Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
November 29, 2007
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Keith Foye, Richard Gorder, Tim Geiger, William Hanson, Dick Hauser, Pat Leavenworth, Tom Lochner, Shelley Mayer, Al Koepke, Keri Retallick, Don Roberts, James Ruwaldt, Kevin Shelley, Julian Zelazny
Others:  Don Baloun, Susan Butler, Katie Crawley, Tom Krapf, Pat Murphy, Dave Neu, Patrick Scallon, Gordon Stevenson, Jan Whitcomb
Guests: Corinne Billings, Teri Heyer, Carmen Wagner, Jim VandonBrook, Lisa Schultz, Nicole Richmond, Dean Maraldo
Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved.
Pat informed the committee that the Senate failed on a cloture vote before the recess to deal with their version of the Farm Bill.  It was rumored that there were over 300 amendments and the cloture would have limited the debate and restricted the number of amendments.  The voting results were 55-42.   
NRCS is on a continuing resolution until December 14, 2007 and may be extended through February 2008.  The NRCS Chief has lifted the hiring freeze and the agency will be able to fill critical vacant positions.

The Chief said that NRCS has been doing a good job obligating EQIP dollars and the early signup has been beneficial in managing the budget.  

Pat distributed a spreadsheet regarding the Comparison of Senate Farm Bill Proposal, House Passed Farm Bill, and 2002 Farm Bill for the committee information.
A recommendation is needed from the committee for the Statewide Animal Waste Signup, 2010.  NRCS is proposing that in order to be eligible, applicants must have a completed (not necessarily implemented) written Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP). The proposal would require a written CNMP that has been accepted by the participants as an eligibility requirement in order to apply for any of the three major waste handling practices (waste storage facility, solid liquid waste separation facility and waste treatment). Delaying the implementation of the proposal until 2010 provides an opportunity for potential participants to signup in 2009 for a CNMP if they do not already have one.  Discussion followed. 

It was recommended to send e-mails to Don Baloun at don.baloun@wi.usda.gov with opinions or concerns regarding the proposed changes. 

In early January, NRCS will update the website regarding the proposed changes.

Upper Mississippi River Forestry Partnership (UMRFP) – Teri Heyer and Carmen Wagner

Teri Heyer, Watershed Forester, from the USDA Forest Service gave a power point presentation regarding the Upper Mississippi River Forestry Partnership.  The losses of land cover in the upper Mississippi region have affected water quality, habitat for migratory birds, and forest loss and fragmentation.  The UMRFP would like to form partnerships with state and federal agencies to help improve the region.   Carmen Wagner, Forest Hydrologist, from the Wisconsin DNR added that EQIP and WRP programs would be beneficial for the UMRFP.  Don Baloun will be sending the power point presentation to the committee.

For more information visit the website at http://na.fs.fed.us/watershed/upper_mississippi_partnership.
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) - Dean Maraldo, Corinne Billings, Don Roberts, Gordon Stevenson

Dean Maraldo, TMDL Program Manager, gave a power point presentation on Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL).  A TMDL is a plan to return water to its designated use and is required under the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is working with the Wisconsin DNR on several projects in the state.

For more information visit the website at www.epa.gov.

Corinne Billings and Gordon Stevenson from the Wisconsin DNR gave power point presentations on Wisconsin’s Impaired Waters Program and Proposed Changes to Agricultural Portions of DNR Rules.  Gordon Stevenson will be holding a public meeting on Monday, December 10th at American Family Parkway to present the proposed changes.
For more information visit the website at http://www.dnr.state.wi.us.

Don Baloun will be sending the above power point presentations to the committee.
Energy Team Update – Tom Krapf

Tom gave an update on the CSP program.  There is likelihood that the Milwaukee River Watershed may have a signup perhaps in January or February of 2008 and NRCS is preparing for the signup.  The CSP signup could be interesting because participants may have to make a determination based on the old rules under the old Farm Bill or see what the new Farm Bill brings.  NRCS will try to provide the best consultation, but ultimately the participants will have to make the decision themselves. 
Tom gave a power point presentation on Energy 101.  It is an hour long course that NRCS National Headquarters has put together and Wisconsin is using it to train their state and field office employees.  

EQIP 2008 Final Budget – Jan Whitcomb and Don Baloun

Jan distributed breakdown of the EQIP 2008 Final Allocations.  Below is the information.

Total Allocation




$15,881,739

Local Work Groups




$12,100,280


County





$  8,000,000


CNMP





$  3,550,280


Area Reserves




$     550,000

Statewide Animal Waste



$  3,107,155

WTCAC





$     440,000

Statewide Reserves




$     234,304

Julian Zelazny and Keith Foye gave a run down of the State funding.  An additional $6 million has been allocated for soft practices.  The additional money will primarily be used for nutrient management and planning.  Bonding for hard practices has $7 million for the SWRM program.  The DNR has a 5/6/7 program.  $5 million for priority watershed, $6 million for urban non-point grants and $7 million for run off management grants. 
Next Meeting
There will be no December meeting.

The next State Technical Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 17, 2008, in the NRCS State Office.
