Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
October 25, 2007
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Miles Benson, Sandi Cihlar, Jeff Gaska, Laurie Fischer, William Hanson, Dick Hauser, Scott Hull, Pat Leavenworth, Bob Micheel, Steve Richter, James Ruwaldt
Others:  Don Baloun, Susan Butler, Kim Cates, Katie Crawley, Regina Hirsch, Matt Otto, Patrick Scallon, Jan Whitcomb, Bob Weihrouch
Guests:  Renae Anderson, Brett Hulsey, Rebecca Screnock, Brian Pillsbury, John Pfender, Richard Castelnuovo, Christine Ribic, Scott Goetzka, Steve Williams, Gary Goyke, James Saul, Will Hoyer, Renee Christensen, Jim VandenBrook, Brad Pfaff
Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved.
Pat distributed a Farm Bill Fact Sheet that the Finance Committee approved for related Farm Bill legislation.  Conservation received $4.5 billion to protect the environment and improve wildlife habitat.  Full funding for the Wetland Reserve Program and Grassland Reserve Program was approved.
Participation for the early EQIP signup is going well and it is generating a lot of interest.   Listed below is a snapshot of the funding for NRCS programs.
WHIP- Not authorized/funded

EQIP – FA = $14,107,155 (80%)

CSP – FA = $5,525,686

EQIP 2008

State wide Animal Waste = $3,107,155

Local Work Group = $10,560,000

Local Work Group Discretionary = $8,000,000

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan = $2,000,000

Reserves = $560,000

WSTC/WI Tribal Conservation Advisory Committee = $440,000

NRCS is currently making CSP payments for fiscal year 2008.  Participants will be receiving the payments over the next few months.
Renae Anderson distributed an updated report for the dam repairs due to the heavy August rainfall.  None of the dams failed and the emergency spill ways functioned properly.  Currently the Emergency Watershed Program is set up with no reserve pool of funds for non exigency work.  Congress has to appropriate the funds for repair requests.
CRP-Game Farms – Susan Butler
The Farm Service Agency State Committee has forwarded onto Washington, DC the five SAFE proposals that were approved at the last WSTC meeting.  In January she will update the committee on the proposals.
Susan asked the State Technical Committee for consultation on the issue of mowing CRP land which is in shooting preserves.  Since 2001 shooting preserves have been allowed in CRP.  There is a national authorization with requirements such as no fencing and cover maintenance to benefit all wildlife.  There are special provisions to allow mowing on less than 20% of these CRP properties.  Guidance on the mowing needs to be in the conservation plan. The mowed areas have to be moved each year, and mowing guidelines must be part of a state plan.  Currently Wisconsin does not have a state plan.  The Captive Wildlife Law signed by Governor Scott McCallum does not give DNR authority to do a plan.

Gary Goyke, Scott Gozetzka, and Steve Williams of the WI Game Preserve Association then spoke. There are over 600 shooting preserves in Wisconsin.  About 20% use CRP land.  Many of them are in counties outside of Milwaukee and are under tremendous development pressure.  Pabst Farms is an example of once open land which is currently being developed.  The Association would like a uniform mowing policy.  Preserves need mowed paths for hunter access, for planting birds, edge habitat, viewing dogs, and ATV use by the elderly and disabled.  Preserves mow about 5% of their land.  They don’t mow more than they need, they mow outside of primary nesting season and the mowing is not cosmetic.

Discussion then followed on another CRP provision which came in the 2002 Farm Bill which allows managed haying and grazing on CRP land once every 3 years.   There is a 25% reduction in payment on the acres that are hayed or grazed.  It is used as a tool to manage CRP land and rejuvenate stands.  Steve Richter asked if this might be a tool for preserves to use.  Susan said that one state uses this provision to allow mowing of paths.

Association members said that preserves don’t want to mow more than necessary.  Many have old stands with low quality forage such as ragweed and goldenrod.  

Dick Hauser asked why there is a less than 20% rule just for game preserves.  He did not think that was fair.  He also asked if this was good management for all types of wildlife.  Jim Ruwaldt said that the Wildlife Subcommittee of the State Technical Committee has been meeting on this subject.  There are issues with mowing as it allows predators in and results in fragmentation of habitat.  Jim then introduced Christine Ribic who is an Associate Professor of the Department of Wildlife Ecology at UW Madison.  Christine stated that when there is a change in grass height it impacts birds and small mammals.  It creates an edge effect and birds do not nest near edges.  Small mammals leave mowed areas because they do not provide enough cover.

Susan stated that the amount of acreage involved should be considered.  Miles Benson asked what’s the alternative to these preserves – development?  Once you lose land to development it’s gone forever.  Scott Hull stated we’ve already lost a lot of CRP in this state and he would hate to lose anymore.

Pat drew the discussion to a close and asked Susan Butler to state what she would like the committee to say yay or nay to for consideration by the FSA State Committee.  Susan stated that she didn’t need a yay or nay as the Committee ultimately decides but is required to consult first with the State Technical Committee.  She said that the preceding discussion fulfilled that requirement.  Susan and Bill Hanson, Chair of the FSA State Committee thanked everyone for their time and input.

Prescribed Grazing – Practice Lifespans – Brian Pillsbury
Brian distributed a handout regarding the background, results and recommendations for grazing land practices.  Since we cannot distinguish between permanent pasture and converted cropland when determining a grazing land practice lifespan, the WSTC approved a 10 year lifespan for all the grazing land practices with the exception of the Prescribed Grazing, and keep its lifespan at 5 years.
Biofuels Options for WI – Brett Hulsey and Bill Johnson
Bill Johnson, of Alliant Energy, gave a power point presentation on a proposed plan to convert the Nelson Dewey Generating Station in Cassville, Wisconsin to a biomass production plant.  
Bio fuels advantages would be better water and soil quality, habitat improvement and local economic opportunities. 
For more information visit the website at: www.alliantenergy.com.

Brett Hulsey, President for Better Environmental Solutions, gave a power point presentation on Cellulose Prairie: Biomass Fuel Potential in WI and the Midwest.
Wisconsin has many biomass reserves such as: crop residues, CRP grasses, hybrid poplars, forest residues, mill waste, urban waste, methane and manure.
By using more biofuels Wisconsin could create more jobs, cut pollutants, and help wildlife and bird habitats.  

Karst Task Force Report – Kevin Erb

Northeastern Wisconsin has experienced groundwater quality problems for many years.  A voluntary homeowner well testing program indicated that a significant proportion of the water supply wells were contaminated at sometime during the year.  E.Coli, bacteria and nitrate were found in the test samples.  

The Karst Task Force convened in April 2006 and the members came up with four goals.

1. Determine where our impact on the karst aquifer begins.

2. Evaluate the best methods to reduce the impact of agriculture on groundwater quality.

3. Prioritize the implementation of available technologies to prevent future problems.

4. Determine where gaps are in our knowledge base.

After much research, the task force came up with six recommendations.  They are:

1. Creation of Carbonate Bedrock Management Zone.
2. Unification of state and local codes.

3. Carbonate Aquifer Protection Strategies – Long Term.

4. Carbonate Aquifer Protection Strategies – Field Implementation.

5. Carbonate Aquifer Protection Strategies – Basic Recommendations.

6. Carbonate Aquifer Protection Strategies – Enhanced Recommendations.
To view the report, visit the web site below.  https://mywebspace.wisc.edu/kaerb/web/karst%20task%20force%20final%20report%202007.pdf
Congressional Update – Brad Pfaff

Brad Pfaff works for Congressman Ron Kind, who represents the 3rd Congressional District of Wisconsin.  As the second largest district in the state, the 3rd encompasses the counties of Buffalo, Crawford, Dunn, Eau Claire, Grant, Iowa, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, Lafayette, Monroe, Pepin, Pierce, St. Croix, Richland, Trempealeau, and Vernon, and parts of Clark and Sauk.
Brad talked about the House of Representative in July passing a farm policy that is a step backwards for production agriculture and the Senate’s version is not much better. He would like to see a bill that would focus on conservation practices, international trade and creating a safety net for producers.
He suggested that the committee encourage National organizations and representatives in the Congress and Senate to work on producing a better Farm bill that will take away the special interest groups and represent the producers in the nation.  
Below are dates for the 2008 WSTC Meetings. The meetings are being moved from the fourth Thursday to the third Thursday of the month due to meeting conflicts.  It was suggested by Don Baloun that the meetings start at 9:00 a.m. instead of 9:30 a.m.  

January 17

February 21

March 20

April 17

May 15

June 19

July 17

August 21

September 18

October 16

November 20

December 18 
Next Meeting

The next State Technical Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 29, 2007, in the NRCS State Office.
