Wisconsin State Technical Committee Meeting
January 21, 2010
Minutes

Present

State Technical Committee Members:  Sandi Cihlar, Wayne Craig, Cyd Curtis, Jeff Gaska, Richard Gorder, Dick Hauser, Pat Leavenworth, Bob Micheel, Mike Wehler, Robert Poehnelt, James Ruwaldt, Julian Zelazny
Others:  Susan Butler, Kim Cates, Katie Crawley, Regina Hirsch, Tom Krapf, Matt Otto, 
Guests:  Kurt Waterstradt, Melissa Malott, John Shutske, David Czysz, Pat Scallon, Greg Rebman, Alison Peña, Laurel Qualy
Opening Remarks – Pat Leavenworth
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved.

Pat welcomed the group and informed them that NRCS is celebrating its 75th anniversary on April 27.   At the national level there will be several events held.   Wisconsin plans on having an event in September and will invite the Chief and Secretary to attend.  More details will be forthcoming.  She handed out a biography on Hugh Hammond Bennett who is considered the Father of Soil Conservation.

The NRCS budget is stabilized for this year due to receiving it at the beginning of the fiscal year.  NRCS may have additional funds for EQIP, WRP, and the Conservation Stewardship Program.  We have been able to fill critical positions in the agency and are working on getting other positions filled.  

NRCS National Headquarters is being realigned to better support the NRCS mission.  Pat provided a handout.  The Program Deputy position is now divided into two deputy areas.  There is now a Deputy Chief for Financial Assistance and Community Development and a Deputy Chief for Easements and Landscape Planning.   In Wisconsin we had already done this, Tom Krapf is the Assistant State Conservationist for Financial Assistance Programs and Don Baloun is the Assistant State Conservationist for Easement Programs.  
Pat handed out a Wisconsin NRCS State Report 2009 summarizing the services and accomplishments of NRCS throughout the year.  The report can be viewed or downloaded from the Wisconsin NRCS website.       

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/WI/Pubs/annualreport09.pdf
CSP Update - Greg Rebman

Greg Rebman, NRCS Forester, gave a handout with an update of how the funds were allocated for the Conservation Steward Program. Wisconsin has received a little over 3.7 million dollars.  The national funding level was over 157 million dollars.  The allocated column that has 0.00 indicates that no applications were received for that category.   A handout is attached.
Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) – Tom Krapf 

Tom gave a hand out summarizing the MRBI program to the committee.   There are twelve states in the basin that are in the program.  The states involved are located directly on the Mississippi River or the portion of the Ohio River valley.  The program went from eight states to twelve to include the lower basin.
Within the three watershed areas (Sugar River, Pecatonica and Rock River), state agencies, partners, nonprofit groups that represent agricultural can apply for a proposal to have focused conservation dollars within that watershed.  NRCS will apply the regular basic conservation programs within the watershed and the contracts are with the producer’s, similar to WHIP and EQIP contracts.
A projected timeline is in late March selection of project areas would be completed.  Then April through June enter into agreements with partners in the selected area and conduct a signup.  June through September obligate funds through agreements and contracts and then begin conservation practice implementations.

Easement Programs Update – Alison Peña and Laurel Qualy
Laurel Qualy, spoke on behalf of Don Baloun and Peggie James, regarding the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  Wisconsin’s funding for the program is $745,726.00.  Due to limited funding, it is difficult to score and rank applications, so NRCS would like to target Major Land Resource Areas (MLRA).   A map of the Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area and a map of the MLRA were given to the committee.  Both can be found on the Wisconsin NRCS website.  
The committee recommends NRCS targets the funds for the GRP in the Central Sands area.  
Alison Peña gave a handout with updates on the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and the Emergency Watershed Protection Program-Floodplain Easements (EWPP-FPE) to the committee.  The WRP has received 6.5 million dollars in funding this fiscal year and sending offers to 15 landowners in nine counties for a total of 1,705 acres.  
The EWPP-FPE received approximately 24 million dollars to cover acquisition costs as well as easement costs.  NRCS funded 35 easements in 10 counties for a total of 5116.25 acres.  NRCS is at the halfway mark in accomplishing its goals.  Handout is attached.

CRP Conservation Priority Areas Review and Designation – Susan Butler
The Farm Service Agency received notification from the National Office that directs states to review designated conservation priority areas for CRP. Conservation priority areas are used during a general sign up and help determine which contracts will be accepted during any particular signup.  The three types of priority areas involved are: water quality, wildlife and air quality.
Tim Siehr, FSA County Executive Director from Kewaunee/Door Counties, will be heading up this effort.  Any members of the STC that would like to be involved in this process can contact him at tim.siehr@wi.usda.gov to be included in the group that will work on the project.   The meetings will be held in a central location and only one meeting will be needed.  
The deadline for FSA to have this review completed and required information submitted to the National office is March 31.

2010 Signup Details – Tom Krapf and Matt Otto

Matt gave a handout to the committee with initial FY 2010 EQIP and WHIP allocations.   The current EQIP allocation for Wisconsin is 14.6 million, but the numbers may or not be final.  The handout detailed how much was allocated to the different funds and by areas in Wisconsin.

The initial FY 2010 WHIP allocation for Wisconsin is $241, 696, but the numbers may or not be final.  The handout detailed how much was allocated to the different funds and by areas in Wisconsin. The ranking criteria for both programs can be found on the NRCS website.

The EQIP sign up is January 19 through February 19 and the EQIP Organic Special Initiative sign up is February 1 through March 12.  More information can be found on the Wisconsin NRCS website. 
Matt discussed eligibility for seasonal high tunnels or hoop houses in the EQIP program.   The purpose is to extend the crop growing season while improving plant, soil, water quality from reduced nutrient and pesticide transport.  More details can be found at the Wisconsin NRCS website.  A handout is attached with the minutes.
The next State Technical Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 18 at the NRCS State Office.  An agenda will be forth coming.
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