Appendix A

Definitions


CP23A Wetland Restoration, Outside the 100-year Floodplain
This practice is available for the Lower Mississippi, Missouri/Des Moines and Red River Watersheds.
The purpose of the practice is to restore the functions and values of wetland ecosystem that are entirely outside the 100-year floodplain.  Eligible sites are limited to only those wetland areas that have had the wetland hydrology component removed through alteration by drainage and/or manipulation and where it is feasible and practical to restore the wetland.  If any of the hydrologic components of the wetland cannot be restored through removing, blocking, or otherwise rendering inoperable the wetland drainage system and/or the wetland alteration the wetland area is not eligible for enrollment.  Cropping cessation and the subsequent establishment of vegetation on a wetland area in itself is not considered an eligible restoration option.
All restorable wetland areas must meet USDA wetland criteria.  This means that it, 1) contains hydric soils, 2) meets wetland hydrology criteria (when restored), and 3) has or will have after restoration, hydrophytic vegetation.  The goal of this practice is to restore the wetland ecosystem to the maximum extent possible and practical as agreed to by the CREP participant, Technical Service Provider (NRCS, SWCD, etc.), FSA County Committee and the Board of Water and Soil Resources.  Initial wetland restoration feasibility assessments must be completed by a qualified individual and must consider avoiding impacts to adjacent properties, utilities, or other infrastructures unless approvals, permits or consents are attainable.  This assessment must include an evaluation of the extent of the existing drainage system and its impact on the site’s hydric soils.  

The National Food Security Act Manual and 1987 Crops of Engineers Delineation Manual will be used in making a programmatic determination to determine the extent of eligible wetland areas.  Eligible wetland areas include farmed wetland (FW), wetland (W), or prior converted wetland (PC).  This acreage will typically include all hydric soil map units (SMU) directly affected by the drainage and/or manipulation of the wetland.  In other words, when a hydric SMU is altered by drainage all acres in that SMU count as restorable wetland acres.
Wetlands will be restored using the NRCS Practice Standard Wetland Restoration, Code 657.  Seeding mixes for the wetland zone can be found in the 657 standard.  The CP23 practice may also enroll a buffer limited to a ratio of 2 acres of buffer to 1 acre of restored wetland.  The entire practice area including the buffer area must be outside the 100-year floodplain.  Wetland areas including the buffer for sites developed under a grassland ecosystem will be seeded according to NRCS Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 or Restoration of Declining Habitats Code 643, with a mixed stand of a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses, and 1 forb.  Wetland areas for sites under a woodland ecosystem will use NRCS Practice Standard Tree/Shrub Establishment, Code 612. The buffer areas for woodland ecosystems can use the 612, 645 or 643 standard.  When restoring woodland ecosystems, plant hard mast species along with other species suitable for the wet nature of the site.  As appropriate the NRCS Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 as above may also be included in a woodland ecosystem planting.

Wetland sites determined to provide flood damage reduction benefits may also be enrolled under the flood damage reduction location eligibility.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program


APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Site Suitability (from site visit)
Will restoration of this site impact adjacent properties either by ponding water or disruption of a multi-farm drainage system? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Is the restoration of this project dependent on the simultaneous enrollment of another contract?  If yes, list the tract(s) or contract(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document whether the native vegetation is herbaceous or woodland and list species.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Herbaceous:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Woody:       
Document the extent of the existing drainage system and its impact on the hydric soils of the site.  Documentation could include the soils map, drainage worksheet, engineering technician’s on-site findings.

     Acres of Hydric Soil Map Units with altered hydrology   

Extent of eligible area:

Size of restored wetland     acres 



Buffer Area*:      feet

*Will not exceed 2:1 buffer to wetland ratio

Total Size of practice area      acres
Does this site meet the flood damage reduction location criteria?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Documentation of Eligibility and Suitability for Wetland Restoration    CP-23A
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