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Ponds are constructed to provide water for livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, fire control, crop and 
orchard spraying, and other related uses. 

A pond is a natural recreation center for those who live near it, and is also often used for swimming, 
fishing, boating, hunting, and skating. 

The unfortunate feature of a pond is that it is also a body of water in which drownings can occur.  Deaths 
by drowning are due to swimming accidents, falls into water while working or playing on or near bodies 
of water, and accidents involving small boats. 

Safety features should be incorporated into the design of a pond.  These include evenly grading the 
borrow areas below the water level to avoid steep slopes and holes in the pond bottom and removing 
snags, big rocks, and trash that could be a hazard to swimmers and boaters. 

1. LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE PLACED NEAR THE POND where it can be easily 
seen and used during an emergency.  A long pole or rope placed where it can be seen and used can 
save a life. 

2. WARNING SIGNS SHOULD BE PLACED: 

• near specific danger areas, 
• near the pond telling all who come near what the extreme depth of the pond is, and 
• what and where life saving equipment is available. 

3. BOATING SAFETY: 

• use a boat that is in good shape, 
• never overload the boat, and 
• there should be one approved life preserver on board for each person on board. 

4. ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION - Everyone who lives, works, or plays near a farm pond should know 
how to swim and how to give artificial respiration. 

These recommendations may not completely satisfy the requirements of local laws.  Landowners should 
be aware of potentially applicable federal, state and local laws, rules, regulations, or permit requirements 
governing farm ponds.  This job sheet does not contain the text of federal, state, or local laws. 

The privilege of having a pond on the farm gives the owner additional responsibilities.  Each farm pond 
owner should make the farm pond safe by providing safeguards to prevent an incident on the farm pond 
from becoming an accident or death. 

POSTING THE POND AGAINST TRESPASSERS DOES NOT RELIEVE THE OWNER OF THESE 
RESPONSIBILITIES.   
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When pond is completed: 

• Mark the safe swimming areas. 
• Place warning signs at danger points. 
• Place lifesaving devices such as ring buoys, ropes, planks, or long poles at swimming area; ice 

awls, long planks or ladders at skating areas. 
• Never swim or skate alone. 
• Post safety instructions for boating, swimming, and skating. 
• Use boats that will float if swamped or capsized. 
• Stay out of farm ponds during storms and when spillways are flowing. 
• Recognize that farm ponds are hazards to small children. 

 
 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Ice Safety 
• Mark areas of thin ice. 
• Keep a long ladder or plank in the area for ice rescue.   
• Ice awls can increase your chances for getting out safely. If you fall through the ice, stay calm.  Tread 

water and move back to the edge you fell from - that’s probably the strongest ice. Keep your gloves 
on. Pull your ice awls out and hold one in each hand. Reach as far as you can onto the ice and stab 
both ice awls into the ice. Kick your legs to get them up to the surface, then pull yourself horizontally 
out of the water and onto the ice. Once you’re on the ice, slide forward on your stomach until you’re 
sure the ice is thick enough to support your weight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ice Awls
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