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Make your woodlot pay off. 

Remove trees, brush and vines that hinder growth of good trees. 

Remove: 

Weed Trees - Determine the weed species.  These may be such species as ironwood,  
elm, etc.  Chemical control has shown good results. 

Crooked and Forked Trees - Cut and harvest wood if valuable.  Kill by chemical 
treatment if too small to produce usable wood products or too large to be 
harvested economically. 

Diseased and Rotten Trees - Harvest usable wood.  Kill low value trees chemically. 

Vines - Kill with chemicals. 

Brush - Kill with chemical spray. 

WEED YOUR WOODS  
REMOVE AS SHOWN 

Keep the young healthy, full crown trees for future harvests. 

 

Unless there is wood that can be harvested, trees can be killed and left standing.  They will 
eventually deteriorate and break down slowly.   

USDA-NRCS December 1970 Wisconsin Job Sheet 619 



The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

USDA-NRCS December 1970 Wisconsin Job Sheet 619 

Girdling to Kill Trees 

This is simply a process of peeling the bark off the tree.  Cut away a strip of bark completely 
around the tree with an axe.  The strip removed should be 12” to l4” wide.  Be sure the bark is 
removed down to the wood.   

CHEMICAL CONTROL OF WOODY PLANTS 

Method 1. 

Basal Wetting.  Use on trees four inches or less and small 
stumps.  Apply recommended chemical solution, 
saturating bark and exposed roots all around up to knee 
height.  When applied to stumps a paint brush will waste 
less solution; the number and vigor of sprouts will be 
reduced. 

Method 2. 

Frilling.  For trees over 14” make ring of overlapping axe 
cuts around tree at convenient height, the lower the better.  
Wet the frill by applying an approved chemical solution.  
To reduce waste apply solution with hand gun.  Kills 
trees in one to three years.  A mechanical girdler can be 
used instead of an axe. 

Method 3. 

Foliage Spray.  To release pine seedlings from brush 
competition, spray leaf surface of brush in August or 
September with approved chemical solution.  The leaves 
of the brush should be wet, but try to keep spray off the 
pines, although a little is not harmful.  Brush will be 
killed or stunted so pine can get through. 

 

Note:  When chemical compounds are utilized, use only those that currently are approved by 
State and Federal regulatory agencies and in solution mixtures recommended by the 
manufacturers and by appropriate research agencies. 

Caution:  Used improperly, pesticides can be injurious to man, animals, and plants.  Follow the 
directions and heed all precautions on the labels.  Do not clean spray equipment or dump excess 
spray material near ponds, streams, or wells.  It is advisable not to use the same equipment for all 
types of pesticides since it is usually difficult to remove all traces of chemicals. 

 


