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MAP SYMBOLS RELATING TO FOOD SECURITY ACT OF 1985 

Highly Erodible Land ..................... HEL 
Conservation Reserve Program ...... CRP 
Wetland .......................................... W 
Converted Wetland ......................... CW 
Farmed Wetland ............................. FW 

Prior Converted Wetland ................ PC 
Artificial Wetland ........................... AW 
Minimal Effect Wetland ................. MW 
 
(Note - See back for additional information) 

 
Refer:  National Map Symbol Handbook for additional symbols. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FSA PLANNING SYMBOLS  

Symbol Information

HEL This indicates the field has 1/3 or more of its acres determined to be highly erodible or 
the field has 50 acres or more of highly erodible land.  

CRP This designation is put on each field that has been accepted for the Conservation 
Reserve Program.  

W A wetland is indicated by this symbol even though cropping is allowed during dry years 
when it can be planted. However, no manipulations can be done that affect the water 
regime including the removal of woody vegetation.  

CW Wetlands converted after Dec. 23, 1985. If planted to a commodity crop (any crop 
planted and produced by annual tilling of the soil, including no till planting) the person 
is ineligible for many USDA program benefits for that year that the CW is planted.  

FW Wetlands that are manipulated and used to produce an agricultural commodity prior to 
Dec. 23, 1985, but had not been completely converted as of that date and have not been 
abandoned. Maintenance of existing systems is allowed to the extent that the system 
was functioning and maintained prior to Dec. 23, 1985 as long as additional wetlands 
are not converted. Maintenance is not allowed if the wetland is abandoned.  

PC Wetlands that were converted prior to Dec. 23, 1985. PCs can be cropped and 
additional manipulation and maintenance of existing systems is allowed unless 
additional wetlands are affected or unless abandonment occurs.  

AW Areas that were formerly nonwetlands or prior converted wetlands but now are 
wetlands because of human activity.  

MW Wetlands on which the production of an agricultural commodity on a converted 
wetland would have a minimal effect on the hydrological and biological functions of 
the wetland.  
Optional FSA plan map symbols  

NHEL This symbol can be used to designate fields where a determination has been made that 
it is not highly erodible.  

N If a determination has been made that a field has neither wetlands nor is highly erodible 
this symbol may be used.  

NW Indicates fields where it has been determined there is not wetland.  

 

(NOTE: If optional symbols are used on the plan map the legend for the plan map must have 
these symbols added.)  

 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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