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Reading your plan: 

First, check the map.  Your conservation plan will 
contain a map or aerial photo of your land. Orient 
yourself by locating landmarks such as roads, buildings 
or bodies of water. North is usually at the top. 

Locate your land and identify your fields. Each field has 
been given a number and the number is circled. 

Now look at the “Record of Cooperator Decisions” to 
see what conservation 
practices you have 
agreed to apply for each 
numbered field.  

“HEL” on a field means 
that field is considered 
Highly Erodible Land. 
“NHEL” means Not 
Highly Erodible.  

Second, review your 
decisions.  When you 
developed your plan, all 
your management 
decisions were written down in a Record of Cooperator 
Decisions.  This record may be a computer printout or a 
handwritten form.  The organization and content may 

vary, but the Record of Cooperator 
Decisions will always contain the n
of the conservation practices to be 
applied, the field numbe

ames 

r, and the date 

Note:  

• 

 
Record of Cooperator Decisions 

 

Field No.
Date 
Planned Record

1 HEL* May 91 Conservation Cropping Sequence: 
2 HEL* May 91 CCOHHH . . . 
3 HEL* May 91  

8 May 91 Conservation Cropping Sequence: 
  Continuous Corn 

3 HEL* May 91 Contour stripcropping
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 HEL* May 92 Conservation Tillage System
  30% ground cover 
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 June 91 Pasture and Hayland Management
. . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

*Application and maintenance of this conservation practice is 
required for compliance with the 1990 Farm Bill. 

they are to be applied. 

Apply all practices listed for each 
field.  Some fields may need several 
practices. 

• g to dates 
listed for each practice. 

• ) 

in 
eligible for USDA programs.  

Apply practices accordin

Fields marked with an asterisk (*
are HEL.  All practices must be 
applied and maintained to rema
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What If . . . . . . . . . .  
• I can’t Install a practice I agreed to for financial reasons:  Call the conservation office to 

reschedule the practice or revise the plan before the practice is scheduled to be applied. Cost-
sharing is available for many practices from federal, state and local sources. Call to find out 
more.  

• I tried but it didn’t work:  Some practices, conservation tillage for example, require new 
management skills that take time and experience to develop. Call your conservation office for 
assistance and to revise the plan, if needed.  

• The weather doesn’t cooperate:  Crop failure due to bad weather is part of farming. Contact 
your conservation office to make a change in your rotation or to insure that you are in 
compliance.  

• My farm operation changes:  Call and make an appointment to revise your conservation 
plan for your new farm operation.  

• Other reasons:  If you will not be able to implement a scheduled practice, call the 
conservation office to revise or reschedule before the date you were to have it implemented. 
Just remember that all required practices must be fully implemented by January 1, 1995, it 
you wish to remain eligible for USDA programs. That means practices must be established, 
maintained or both between now and the 1994 crop year.  

 

 

 

What is Required?  

To remain eligible for federal farm program benefits, you must apply and maintain the conservation 
practices scheduled for all highly erodible (HEL) fields by January 1, 1995.  

 
Spotchecking  

NRCS will check five percent of all Food Security Act plans each year to see if plans are being properly 
applied. However, farmers are required to certify each year that they are actively applying their 
conservation plan.  

 
Wisconsin Farmland Preservation and Other Programs  

Many landowners have conservation plans as part of the Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Program or 
various watershed projects around the state. These plans may have different requirements and 
spotchecking policies. Call your local conservation office for more information.  

 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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