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Background

Throughout the Keys to Soil Taxonomy (KST) a classifier is asked to measure from "the mineral soil surface" for classification.  By inference (but not by definition) this is supposed to mean from the upper boundary of the first mineral horizon.  

The inconsistency is that the definition for "mineral soil" provided in KST, includes mineral soils with organic horizons.  Therefore, based on the definition of mineral soil provided within KST, when a classifier is asked to measure from the mineral soil surface, by definition they should be measuring from the top of the first horizon, be it mineral or organic.   If the KST needs a classifier to measure from the top or upper boundary of the first mineral horizon, KST should state that exactly.
Proposal
To alleviate confusion and remove the inconsistency between the definition and use of mineral soil in KST I would recommend replacing "the mineral soil surface" with "the first mineral horizon" when it is used as the starting point for measurements, where applicable.
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