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17 April 2009 Sent via fax to; 202.720.4265 

Fitu1I'lciai Assistance Progmns Division 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture 
Narum Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 
Room 5237S 
Wasbington, DC 20250281)0 

Re: Docket Number NRCS- IFR..QSOOS" Environmental Quality In~ntives Proeram (EQIP) Final 
RUles 

Dear Secretary Vilsack: 

During these difficult economic times and with serious concerns over our nation's food safety, water 
quality and COltl.'«Vation ut an all-time hish. it is cxb~Ult::ly important to nOt only stand up for our timlily 
farmers but to also encourage best agricultural practices. 

Ali a TesuJt offhese factors, we believe that it is vital that tbe USDA stop llsing our bard...earned taxpayer 
dollars to bailout factory farms and to instead help support truly sustainable and organic farmers that 
protect the environment and build strong rural communities. 

The USDA needs to ensure that the EQIP rule be clarified, in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, and that 
EQIP a....<:i~t~nee is avaihlOI. to all fanners and ranchors for comprehc:Dsive wlaulll: (arm conservation 
planning. 

The fiUid EQIP rule must also require NRCS State Conservatiol'lists to rank and process applications for 
organic conversion assistance in a separate funding pool that makes clear that the limit of$80.000 over a 4­
year period applies only to ommic conversion payments and not an F.QTP payment!: made to organic 
fartners and ranchers. 

We helieve that the NRCS needs to amend the EQIP rule e;o <IS to pl"(Jhibh tho usc ofEQIP t\mdlng for 
anima] waste stoTage, treatment or transportation for new or expanding CAFOs and that the EQIP rull!! does 
not allow waivtrs to increase assistance to CAFOs above the already extremely generous $300,000 
payment limit 

NUmerous studies have proven conclusivelY that corporate CAFOs have nevrhlp. impacts on water quality, 
decrease tbe value Oftheir neighbor's property, and harbor antibiotic-resistant bacteria that threatens human 
health. 

It is time that organic farmers and ranchers stand on an equal footing with conventional producers in 
funding all.'ounts they receive from EQIP. This can easily be done ifthe USDA follows the rules of 
prote~ing du.1 pwplc and our collective resources over the interests of giant cQrporate agribusinesses. 

Please stand up for independent family farmers and ranchers and swiftly enact the~ recommendations. 

Sincerely. 
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