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Dear Secretary VUsack, 

In these bard eoonomic: times and with concerns over food safety, water qua1i~ and conservation at an 
all-time hi8J1. itYs important to not only stand up for family farmers 1nlt to encourage best ~ 
ptactioes. 

At, a result of these factors. I think. it's important that the USDA stop using taxpayer dol1ais to bailout 
factory farmS and help support sustainable and organic filrme~ that protect the cavironment and build 
strong rural communities. 

The USDA needs to CQSUl'e that the EQIP rule be clarified.. in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bm, and 
that BQIP assistance is available. to all fanners and ranchers for comprehensive whole :limn conservation 
pJsmdng. 

The final BQIP rule must abo require NRCS State Conservationists to rank and. process applic8tions for 
mganic conversion assistance in a separate funding pool that makes clear that the limit of$80,000 over a 
4-year period applies only to organic conversion payments and not all BQIP paymen1S made to organic 
farmers and ranchers. 

I recommend that the NRCS amend theEQIP rule to prohibit 1he use ofEQIP t\u:tding for animal waste 
storaae, tIeatmc.mt or transportation for new· or expanding CAPOs and that the EQIP role doesnot allow 
waivers to increase assistance to CAPOs above the $300,000 payment limit. 

Numerous studies have proven conclusively that corporate CAFOs ha"1fe negative impacts on water 
quaJit)', decrease the value oftheir neighbor's property, and harbor antibioti(H:eSi$aDt bacteria tbat 
threatens human health. . 

It's ~e that orpnic fanners and ranchers stand on an equal footing with conventional producers in 
fi.mdin~ amounts, tbey :receive from EQIP. This can easily be done ifthe USDA.foUows the roles of 
protecting the people and our collective resources over the interests ofgiant corporate agribusinesses. 
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Please stand up for independent family &nners and ranohers and swiftly enact these ~ons. 

Sincerely~ 
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