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March 5, 2009 

Re: Docket Number NRCS- IFR-0800S 

The Wedge Natural Foods" Co-op, being th.e ,largest, single store, :consumer owned 
natural foods cooperative in the United States with 14,000 members, is 
disappointed with the Interim Final Rule (IFR) for the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) beca,use it falls w~U ,short of w~at Congress, in the 
2008 Farm Bill, directed the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) to change specifically directed toward organic agriculture lessening the 
ability for organic agriculture to' supply a growing demand. 

The Wedge Natural Foods Co~op alo'ng 'with our orga"nicfar'1l.J Gardens of Eagan, 
and our warehouse, Co-op Partners Warehouse, and'Wedge"World Wide the web 
store, had combined sales for FY 07-08 in excess of forty million dollars 
($40,000,000). Last fiscal yea~ thirty-nine percent (39%) of the products at the 
Wedge were Certified Organic. Of our total sales, our members purchased eighty 
percent (80% ) Certified Organic products. And through February 2009, the 
amount of Certified Organic products that we offer rose approximately 5% and 
our members are still purchasing the majority of those Certified Organic products. 
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As a natural foods consumer owned 'co-OP\iVe are responsibleJQr providing:' 
produCts that our members want to purchase aQd it is clearthat our members 
demand to purchase' Certified Organic; products. The Wedge Natural· Foods Co-op 
appreciates th~ work and efforts of tbe organic community of ·farmers and in 
support asks that the NRC£ make the"followlng changes to the Final Rule for 
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EQIP: 

1. 	"National priorities," should be updated in Section 1466.4 to specifically 
recognize and identify organic agriculture as a national priority as directed 
by Congress in accordance with section 2501 (4) of the 2008 Farm Bill. 
Organic agriculture, a national priority, should be promulgated throughout 
EQIP including and not limited to definitions, economic analysis, benefit
cost analysis and methodology, and incorporated into the NRCS Field Office 
Technical Guide (FOTG) standards. Organic agriculture as a National 
Priority should be clearly understood when the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) enters into agreements with other federal or state 
agencies, Indian tribes, conservation districts, units of local government, 
public or private organizations, and individuals that assist NCRS with 
im plementation of the EQIP. 

2. 	In Section 1466.24 EQIP Payments (c) it appears that the cap for organic 
production is limited to $20,000 per year and may not exceed in aggregate 
$80,000 during any 6-year period. I recommend a clarification to this 
section that specifies this cap is only for financial assistance for farmers 
converting to organic farming systems. And that the Final Rule should 
clarify comprehensively in all applicable sections that organic agriculture 
practices are eligible for the regular cap of $300,000 and specifically for 
special environmentally significant projects that the Chief may waive the 
cap of $300,000 and include organic agricultural practices for funding of up 
to $450,000. 

3. The Chief of NRCS should issue an immediate Directive to all State 
Conservationists reinforcing organic practices as a national priority so that 
organic practices are included as a specific consideration in Section 1466.20 
Application for contracts and selecting applications and Section 1466.23 
Payment Rates. 

4. There is no language in the IFR that requires the ranking and processing of 
Organic Conversion Support applications as a separate subcategory. 
Applications for conversion support should only be ranked against one 
another. 

5. And finally, pursuant to Executive Order 12866, Regulatory Planning and 
Review, and as directed by the Congress identifying organic agriculture as a 
national priority, the Natural Resources Conservation Service must bring 
organic agriculture into the formulations that quantifying benefit-cost 
analysis (BCA) for the EQIP so that decision makers are fully aware of 
beneficial, cost effective, and how organic agriculture minimizes negative 
impacts to health, human safety, and the environment. Furthermore, in the 
future, the use of nationally consistent estimates of beneficial 
environmental outcomes resulting from conservation practices and systems 



should include organic agriculture and be presented within the interagency 
Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP). 

The Wedge Natural Foods Co-op appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the NRCS EQIP Interim Final Rule on behalf of our members and 
the organic farming community. 

Susan Stewart, Organic and Sustainability Coordinator 


