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Rolan Ruoss

PO Box 137]
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 V//ﬁ/&)

Financial Assistance Programs Division
U.S Department of Agriculiure

Natural Resources ( onscrvation Service
1400 Independence Avenue, SW,

Room 52378

Washington, T3 20250-2890

Re: Docket Number NRCS- TFR-08005" Eavironmental Quality Tncentives
Program {(KQIP) Fina) Rules

Deay Sceretary Vilsagk,

Cotporate mega {arms have Johbicd for lederal susidics and tax advantages for too long.
doing lasting damage 1o our food and our natronal budget (very similar to the Wall Strect
finance industry creashing our cconomy) Lamily-scale organic furming descrves a level
playing field to repair the damage, and will not have o fair markel us long as carporale
mega farms and fecdlots receive bloated federal subsidics,

The organization “Food Democracy Now™ has informed me ol pending rule making on
this issu of concetn for me. | am in agrecment wath their comments on the rules and am
forwarding the following sample letter they provided me

Sincerely,
Rolan Ruoss

In these hard economic times and with coneerns over food sufety, water quality and
conscrvation at an all-time high, it’s important to not only stand up for fanily farmers but
to encourage best agricultural practices

As a result of these factors, 1 think it’s important that the USDA stop using taxpayer
doHars 1o bailout fuctory firms and help supporl sustainable and o ganic tarmers that
proteel the environmment and build strong rural communities

The USDA needs to cnsure that the FQIP wule be clarified, in accordance with the 2008
Faim Bill, and that BQIP assistance is available to all farmers and ranchers for
comprehensive whole farm conservation plunning

The final EQIP rule must also tequire NRCS State Conservationists 1o rank and process
applications for organic conversion assistance in 4 separate lunding pool that makoes clear
that the limit of $80,000 over a 4-year period applics only to o ganic conversion
payments and not all LQ payments made to orezaniy farmers angd mochers.



17.04.2009 07:48 PM SEA HAWK AIR

5074862515 PAGE.

F'recommend that the NRCS amend the EQIP rule to prohibit the use o FEQTP funding for

animal wasic storage, treatment or transportation for new or ¢y panding CAT Os and thit
the EQIP rule does not allow waivors to increase assistance to CAFOs above the
$300.000 payment Timit.

Numerous studies have proven conclusively that comorate CAFOg have negative impacts
on waler quality, deerease the value of their neiglbor’s property, and harbor amtibiolic-
tesistant bucteriu that threatens human health.

it’s e that organic lurmers and runchers stund en an equal footing with conventional
producers in funding amounts they receive from EQIP This can casily be done if the
USDA follows the rules of protecting the people and our collective resources over the
miterests of giant corporale agribusinesses

Please stand up for independent family furmers and ranchers and swiftly enuct these
l"t‘COI'RTlICI'IdE‘IﬁUHS
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