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tnership (NA(‘F’) is a national and international
¥ in 1999 in response to the clear conservation

Tl Morth Coerican Groyse Bz
advoczoy group for grouse, fr
needs of zevaral species

i7 GioUSE spe Lo -;ial!y those occupying prairie 21d sage

L ye axperier.: i3 population declines during the {ast 50 ;
nily, petition e ceen filed with the U. 8. Fish & Wildlife :
g that sage ;; «use and Columbian sharp-tailed grouse be |
nreatened and sndangered species list, The lesser prairie-chicken

= H3A listing. Some data suggest that within

4 Ls endangered.
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7 oring the pligrt of declining grouse species and their habitats ic
e publie, nroides oversight for the health of grouse
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o YWa commend NRCS' identified national priorities for WHIP as identified in

tha Interim Final Rule (i e, promote the restoration of declining or important

native Tish and wildlife habttats protect, restore, develop, or enhance fish and
wildiite hiabitat to benefit at-risk species)

@ The interim Final Rule emphasizes the need to use the WHIP for the
onservetion of pollinators We commend this emphasis but stress that the focus
should be on "native” pollinators and not “managed” pollinators which are non-
native {thus do not meet the rules for correct definition of wildlife) and often
eq:' e non-native habitats to sustain them. Other programs such as EQIP couild
be used fo further managed pollinators In addition, WHIP should continue its
emohasis o native habitals which will support pollinators.

‘J

s The interim Rule's definition of agriculturai lands should be broadened to

i reas other than just those "on which agricultural and forest related

of svestock are preduced.” Many critical landscapes such as weilands,
s, streams, and aspen groves should also be eligible for cost share

caymesanis These important wildlife habitats are often within lands that are used

for agricuiural purposes and provide important conservation values (e g.

groundwater recharge) related to the agricultural operation

”.J

szotion 836 7 Cost-share Paymants states that "The cost-share payment

<
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to a paricipant shall be reduced propomonately below 75 percent to the extent
that cireo! Federal financial assistance is provided to the participant from sources
oiher than I\RCS except for certain cases that merit additional cost-share

o achieve the iniended goals of the program ..." We recommencd that
dily grant this waiver, pamculaily as it relates to decitnmg or at-risk

0fstab|hty If NRCS and other partners can eliminate the cost of this
{Mat work the landowner may be willing o allow the habitat to be
ﬂ"@hanoﬁd This can help recover declining species and prevent
Species Act istings.

. "5' re interim Rule aliows for the NRCS State Conservationist, in

tion with the State Technical Commitiee. to give priority to WHIE
prac‘ticb% at address unigue habitats, or special geographic areas identified in a
Sta"ie Tnis will help focus resources, both staffing and funding, to maximize
efits whare mosl needsd, We are willing to work with you to achieve this and

In some states, the srzam botfom is often under jurisdicion of the state or
federal government and zccording o the rule, is not eligible for WHIP funding

&

~owover thiese streams ars ntegral parts of tarming and ranching operations

and provide critical habitat for many at-risk species Private landowners have
takan resoonsibility for menagement of these stream systems which are critical o
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