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RE: (NRCS-IFR-08013)
Dear Sir:

We should NOT add maintenance as a cost-share item to WRP casements. Maintenance includes
mowing the conservation practices that have been completed, as well as repair muskrat and beaver
damage to berms and structures. If we make this a cost-share item, we'll have a high administrative
wotkload for completing contract modifications, long-term agreements, and applications for
payment on just about every easement every year or two. Additionally, a lot of landowners are
absentee, so they'll want USDA/NRCS to do a federal contract for the maintenance. There will also
be a huge increase in field work providing maintenance and repair plans, stake out, design, and
inspection of varmint damage. The landowner will have no incentive to maintain his easement; he'll
expect NRCS to do everything. Please don't add maintenance as a cost-share item.

Sincerely,

. I8,

fbhn L. Baker
RCS Wetland Emphasis Team Leader
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