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Sectetary Vilsack
Financial ..'\.ssistance Ptogtatns Division
lJ .S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Consetvation Setvice
1400 Independence Avenue, SW. Room 52375
Washington, DC 20250~2890

via Fa-x (202) nOA265

April 17, 2009

Re: Docket Number NRCS- IFR-0800S" Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) Final Rules

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

In these hard economic times and with concerns ov,er food safety, 'Wat~t quality and conservation at
an all-time high, ies itnportant to not only stand up fot family fatlllerS but to encourage best
agricultural ptactices. As a result of these factors, I th.i1.1k it's impo.r.tant that the USDA stop using
caxpayer dollars to bailout fa.ctory farms and help supportsust:ainable and orgnnic fanners that
protect the envitorunent and build strong tufa,] communities.

The USDA needs to ensure that the EQIP role be clarified, in accorda.nce with the 2008 Fann Bill,
and that EQIP assistance is available to all fanners ~lnd ranchers for comprehensive whole f'arm
conservation planning.

The fmal EQIP rule tnust also :t:equire NRCS State Conservationists to ;tank and process a.pplications
for organic conversion assistance in a separate funding pool that makes clear that the limit of
$80,000 on:t a 4-year pcl'iod applies only to organic. conversion paylnents and not all EQIP
paytnents made to organic farmers and ranchers.

I recatnl.nend that the NRCS amend the EQIP rule to ptohibit the use ofEQIP ful1ding for animal
waste sto;tage, tl:eattnent at ttansportation for new or expanding CAFOs and that the EQIP rule
does not allow waiver.s to increase assistance to CAFOs above the $300,000 payment limit.

NutnetO'us studies have ptoven conclusively that c01:pol;ace CAFOs have negative impacts on water
quality, decrease the value of their neighbor's property, and harbor antibiotic-resistant bacteria that
threaten human health. It's time that organic fanners and ranchers stand on an equal footing with
convr;:ntianal p.taducers in. fimding amounts they re:ceive from EQIP. This can easily be done if the
USDA follows the rules of protecting the people and out collective resoutces over the interests of
giant corporate agribusinesses.

Plea:;c s·tand up for bd-::pendent family fariJ.·xe1:s MQ randlets and swiftly enact these
recomlncndations.

Sincerely,

~~~~,G.·ST"..Il..I'.(Jl
Devon Wessluan-Smerdon
PO Box 273 I Kingston, NJ 08528
dt~v'()nita@gl]:lail.cotJ:J>I 609.865.0070


