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TENNESSEE WILDUFE:RESOURCES AGENCY

ELLINGTON.AGRICULTURAL CENTER
P, O. BOX 4p747
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37204
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March 16, 2009

l<asement Programs Division
Wetlands Reserve Program Comments
P.O. Box 2890

Room 6819-8

Washington, D.C. 20013

RE: Federal Register Docket Number] NRCS-1FR-08013, Proposed Rule affecting
changes to the Wetlands Reserve Program- :

Dear Sir or Madam: .

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agengy apprecidtes the opportunity to comment on
the proposed rule affecting changes to thg Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) as provided
by the Food, Conservation, and Linergy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill)

We commend the USDA and the Naturall Rekources Conservation Servicc (NRCS) for
continuing to offer the WRP and for striying to impiovc the size, cost-efTectiveness, and
wildlifc benefits of this program. WRP Has been a successful program in Tennessee,
particularly in west Tennessee in providihg habitat for both nesting and wintering
waterfowl, shorebirds and many other willdlife whose life cycle depends at least partly on
quality wetlands. The program also proviides a viable alternative to Tennesseeans that
{urm less profitable wetland soils. The ihpact of incregsed habitat and hunting
opportunities also provide significant ecdnomic benefits in many of the rural counties
where WRP land is located. ) '

We also commend USDA and NRCS forjchanging the “Yellow Book™ appraisal
standards to a method that we envision v&il‘l be much more attractive for Tenncssce
lundowners to participate in WRP, and fgr increasing the cmphasis of WRP and other
2008 Farm Bill programs to address wildlife species’ needs identified in State Wildlife
Action Plans. Co

TWRA is committed to assisting NRCS (o help advertise and deliver this program, In
fuct, we have a current agreement for a cpoperative; biologist (I'WRA biologist that works
out of an NRCS office) that is focused on} the promotion, implementation, and status
reviews of WRP in west Tennessee. Welbelieve (and also believe our state NRCS would
agree) that this cooperative position is arid will continue to be an effective means to
realize the full benefits of the program hdre. We urge USDA to continue to look for ways
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