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and filtering, vernal pools, seeps, and critical groundwater recharge areas in
addition to incidentally connecting natural stream & river corridors and the
larger tracks of habitat protected via the anchor easement.  Additionally, this

James P Storer sort of protection adds critical pollutant and sediment buffers to our tributaries,
Chirman rivers, and wetlands which is, of course, the intent of the program in the first
Paul L. Belanger, Ph.D place It should also be noted that many of the WRP projects that have been
President successfully funded in Northeast Ohio via the riparian component, would not
Thomas Fellenstein " have qualified for any other funding sources and therefore would never have
. Vice President been protected.
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asorer - T-Year Ownership Period

Hé).r-rilc:s/.\ Quintréﬁ > In Section 1487.4(c)(2) the proposed regulations call for any landowner who is
séctrem - -applying for the WRP program to have held ownership to the land for seven (7)

o years prior to submitting an application. Exceptions to this rule currently include
;‘ownersh:p changes due to (i) inheritance, (i) foreclosure, or (iii) any reason that
ives the NRCS assurance that the “such property was not acquired for the
oses of placang it in the program.”
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..accompllshes with respect to conservation. This organszatlon can find no
reason why the amount of time a landowner owns a particular piece of property
has any bearing on the ability for that particular landowner to protect the natural
-'resou_rces ,_of_{hls/her property. It can even be said that conservataon minded
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converted wetlands.  More importantly, the actual funding awarded through
these programs has almost always been rolled back into these land protection
efforts and the ongoing conservation programs of these organizations. As with

Jomes P. Storer the private conservation landowner, the WRP program often makes it possible
Chairman for conservation districts and park systems to recoup a portion of the funding
Paul b Belanger, Ph D from expense land purchases for public parks, nature preserves, and critically
President threatened properties.
Thomas Fellenstein .
Vice President Proposed Changes to the WRP Reguiations to Congider
'.:.-iiJTfet;ZU-Sréfe.ﬂ‘."”S?k ' e Remove the riparian protection component of the proposed changes to
o -+ the WRP regulations from Section 1467.4(e)(6)(ii) and reinstates them
'?‘-9’“1“3’\. Quintrell . into Section 1467.4{e}{3) to continue to allow existing riparian wetlands
s © 7 and their hydrologically connected stream corridors to be eligible for this

C o -program,

e Reduce the ownership period (Section 1467.4{c)(2)(iii} } requirement for
-a-landowner applying for the WRP program from 7-years to 1-year to
flow  private individuals and eligible non-profit  conservation
~organizations to purchase, restore, and protect critical natural resources
~and roll the funding awarded from successful WRP easements back into
< other conservation practices and programs.

" Make WRP eligibility exceptions in Section 1467.4(e)(1) for conservation
"-ﬂ'distrlcts park systems, and qualified conservation minded units of

 goy ':ment so they can continue to use the WRP program to restore
protect cntlcal natural wetland areas and the riparian corridors that
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