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April 7, 2009
Jon Linn

1509 Kent Ave
Casey lowa 50048

Dear USDA

1. No more taxpayer dollars for factory farms - put people before

corporate ag poliuters!
2. Offer complete transparency of our taxpayer dollars -- we deserve

to know where our money is going!

At the insistence of family farm organizations nationwide, the 2008 Farm
Bill lowered the amount of funding aperations can receive through EQIP
from $450,000 to $300,000 aver the life of the Farm Bill. CFFE is also
urging Congress and President Obama to reform the program based on
the report's recommendations:

* EQIP should be structured to deliver the maximum amount of -
environmental performance for the least amount of taxpayer money. USDA
should prioritize contracts based on cost-efficiency, not on the level of
pollution generated by the operation.

* The amount of funding available to an individual operator should be
capped at $150,000 per operation.

* EQIP should not subsidize the construction or expansion of indusirial
livestack aperations. USDA and Congress should prohibit EQIP funding for
waste facilities on all new and expanding industrial livestock operations.

* Taxpayers and policymakers deserve to know how EQIP funds are being
used. Congress should strike existing language prohibiting USDA from
releasing detailed information on the use and amount of conservation
program contracts.along with information about the size category and
amount of manure generated by the operation receiving funds.




