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Financial Assistance Programs Division 3
US. Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service 9
1400 Independence Avenue, § W, O
Room 52375 b\ \”}

Washington, D.C. 20250-2890

Re: Docket Number NRCS-IFR-080053
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Final Rules

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

Mueh is at risk if'we don’t insist upon best agricultural practices for our environment and for gur forgotten
national treasures, our small farmers!

It is impetative that the USDA stops using tax doliars to bailour factory farms that do so much harm fo the
envirenment and the livelthood of smali farmers.

The EQIP rule needs clarification so that assistance is availabic 1o al] farmers and ranchers for
comprehensive whole farm conservation planning

As for funding for animal waste storage, treatment or transportation for new or expanding CAFQ’s this
should be prohibited as this 1S counter-intuitive 1o good farming practices! Numerous studies have proven
conclusively that corporate CAFO’s have negative impactsd on water quality, decrease the valye to their
neighbor’s property, and harbor antibiotic-resistant bacteria that threatens human [ifet!ir ! Assitance should
not be increased past the $300,000 as assistance to CAFQ’s

Organic fanmers and ranchegs deserve fair treatment and to be on equal footing when being given
assistance  This can be achieved if the USDA, protects the people aud collective resources over the interests
of giant corporate agribusinesses,

Please use your authority to make the right choice where family farmers and tanchers are concerned.

Sincerely,
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Suzanne Fontain e-Hays
12509 NE go™ p,
Kirkland, WA 98033
Suzannehays@yahoo.com



