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Tom Vilsack

Secretary of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington DC 20250

Dear Mr. Vilsack,

This letter is in response to requests for input in regards to the Wetland Reserve Program.

I would request that you would consider that in my area of residence, a lot of land is passing
from one family generation to the next generation by contract for deed. It is my hope that you
would make these acres cligible for the WRP as the acres are kept within the family unit.

T would also recommend that the acreage be increased to 50,000 acres in the basin as this area
has had flooding for several years. The proposed present acreage would eliminate a lot of people
from the program that should qualify due to loss of land

It is also my belief that the depth of the water in the sloughs should not have a limit of depth as
we have many sloughs in the area that are deeper than 6.5 feet.

Thank you for my consideration.
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James Beckstrand
Chairman
North Central SCD

cc. Robin Heard-Director of Easement Programs Division-NRCS; Senators Kent Conrad and
Byron Dorgan; Representative Ear]l Pomeroy: J.R. Flores-State Conservationist-NRCS (ND).

District Supenvisors
ROLF BERG JAMES BECKSTRAND. Chairman ARDON HERMAN JOHN RASMUSSEN LINDA DRAKE LORAINE SABBE
KENNETH LUNBDE District Manager ALICE SOGGE. District Technician

NRCS P nel
KARYN NEVE District Conservationist - COREY O'CONNELL. Soil Con — ANDY JOHNSRUD-Soit Con -~ MAURITZ CARLSON-Tribal Resource Conservationis!

The North Central Soil Conservation District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services



