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January 26, 2009
Conservation Technical Assistance Programs Division

USDA NRCS

1400 Independence Avenue S.W.  Room 6015-S

Washington DC 20250-2890

Docket number NRCS-IFR-08010
To Whom It May Concern:

The Indian Nations Conservation Alliance has two concerns with the draft rule on State Technical Committees.

1.  The tribal conservation districts in most states are not part of the State Association of Conservation Districts since they are organized under tribal law.  The rule needs to be sure to include the tribal conservation districts.

2.  Most tribal conservation districts and many of the socially disadvantaged community based organizations do not have the resources to pay a person’s travel expenses to attend the state technical committee meetings.  Is there a way NRCS can cover their travel expenses?  This would be a big help in getting the small, limited resource and socially disadvantaged organizations as well as producers to attend and get there inputs.
Sincerely,
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Dick Gooby, Executive Director, Indian Nations Conservation Alliance

406-684-5199
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