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Dear Secretary Vilsack,

1 think its impertant that the USDA stop using taxpayet: doliars to bazlcut factory farms
and start supporting sustainable and organio farmers that protect the environment, build
strong rural commumnes and provide much hoaltim,r Jutditional food.

: The EQIP rule nceds to be clarified, in accordance wﬁh the 2008 Farm.Bill, and EQIP
assistance should be available to all family farmers. and raochers for comprehonszw
whole farm crmscrvatxon planning.

The final thP rule must also require. NRCS State Conservationists to.rank and process
applications for organic conversion assistance in a separate fundmg pool that makes clear
that the limit of $80,000 over a 4-yearperiod applies onily to organic conversion
payment-s and not all EQIP payments mads to orgapic farmers and ranchers.

I recommend that the NRCS amend the T;?QIP rleto ggohxbzg the use of EQIP funding for

ammal waste storage tra ent.or transportation fornew or expanding CAFQs and that
‘ ivers to mcreasc assistance to CAFOs, abova the

Studxes have conclusively proven that corporate CAFQs have neg,atwc Ampacts on water
quality, decteasce property values, and harbor antibiotic-resistant bacteria that threaten
human heaith They are bad for thc izmd 1he water and our ch:ldren

Organic farmer‘: and tanchers should tleasg stand.on an. uqu‘ﬂ footing, with conve:mxonai
producers in funding amounts they receive from EQIP: This can easily be done ifthe
USDA follows the rules of protécting the: people and our collective resources over the
mtcrcsts ‘of giant corporate agnbusxneﬁses

Plcase do the nght thing. Pleasc stand up for mdcpcndcm family f‘armers and ranchers
and enact these recommendations,

‘iincerely, g

Pcterscn



