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, FinanciaJ Assistance Programs Division 

", u..S.:~c;nt-qfA.griculture", , ~\\1\D~ 
i " ;,' NaturarR.esoureeiCopser-vatiori Service \;\ 
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, , Re: J)~et Nu'~ber NRC~ IFR~,OOS" ~nv.ir~:nrnentaJ Q,u~lity lncefttives 
: ,: Progra~:(EQIP) Fbuu ~,.des ' , ' , 

qea.r Secret.ary Vilsack~ 

l think its im,por.tant ,that the US.DA stop using ti':l:x:pay~t dollars, to bailqut factory farms 
~, : and stiut $UPp~g sUstainable and ,9;r,g-ani9 f~~is th;:t.t prote¥t the enrvironment, build 

strong ruraJ cQ~\lJlities, and provIde mqqll healthie.r~ "nutritional food:, 

: : The EQIP rule needs tQ be darified, in accorc4lnce ,with the 200t< 'farm"Bill, and EQIP 

:, .' assistance '5'hQ'IJJd,b~, a:,vaila,b,le to alifamjJy fa:rmers"and~faochern for cQmpreh~nsivc 


w~ole fann, conservation planning, : 
. ;',; 

, , The final hQIP iu~e must also require,NRCS State Co~servationisls to ,rank and process
, , 

appli(.<a~ions for ot:ganie conversion assistance in,a is~parate f~ing pool t~at makes clear 
that :the limit 'of$80~OOO o:ver a 4·Yea.r'periCld applies'only to qrganic c~nycrsion 
pa~en.t.~ :aIId tiat aU EQIP payro,en~made to organic fa,rmers and ranchers. 

, , ,I r~commend that tl:le m,cs, am~ndthe EQ~ rul~'tQ ~ohi~it the use o~EQIPf4Pding for 
,',' 

: 	

anima] waste stQrage, tzeatmentor transportation fQI,:ne,w or expai:l(iing; CAFQs and that 
the EOIP 'rule,'dOCs :not aliQw nlxersto''increase as§istal)Ce to 'CAFOs ,above the 

" ' 
:~ ! ,$300~OoO:m"?DlenHmijt.' , ' "", .', " ," ' 

, ',' 

Studie~ have c~cll:lsiv.ely proven that co.rpa~ate CA.F9s have ncgativ{,.impa'9ts on water 
qu~ty, dccre~ property values, ,and ~r~r antibiotic.-.resistant bacte~a that threaten 

;: 
, 

. 
, 

~ ttli,nian health. They are bad foithe' lal1~,: the water and our children. 
. .:', 

Orgapic f~e~s and tanchers shQulq,at lea.~t Stall.dona,~equru, footing with 90nverltional 

" , prooucers-inftiri4ing' amounts theYiecelvc.'frOm EQIP; Thi~ carl easily be ~one if the 

", ~ 

USDA follows t;he'rules ofpro.t,eppng t~e:'p¢ol;l~aod, aut collective re~ourees over the 
irite~ests,:,afgiant C.OtpOr.ate.' ~gribusi*s$es. . 

PJcase cJo ,the right thing. Plcasc stand up for ,jndep~dcnHamj,ly fanrltrs and ranchers 
and en~t'ct these recommendations. .. 	 . . 
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