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April 14, 2009

Director, Financial Assistance Programs
Natural Resources Conservation Service
P.O. Box 2890

Washington, D.C. 20013-2890

RE: Federal Register 7 CFR Part 636|
request for comments on the Wildlife

Decar Sir/Madam:

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agen
the interim final rule for the Wildlife Hal
the Food, Conservation, and Encrgy Act

We commend the USDA and the Natura
continuing to offer the WHIP and for str
wildiife benefits of this program, WHIP
Tennessee, providing a mechanism for iy
on improving habitat to recover populati

Division

RIN 0578-AA49, Interim Final Rule with
Habitat Incentives Program ‘

Cy appreciates the opportunity to comment on
pitat Incentives Program (WHIP) as provided by
of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill).

Resources Conservation Servico (NRCS) for
ving to improve the cost-effectiveness and

has been a successful and popular program in
terested landowners in our stae to gel assistance
bris of declining wildlife and benefiting many

other wildlife as well. ‘e program is iiportant to helping us achieve the goals of the

. Northern Bobwhite Consctvation Initiati

be and our State Wildlife Action Plan,

TWRA fully supports the specific recom

mendations offered by the Association of Fish

and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) on the behalf of the entire group of state fish and wildlife

agencies,

We support the definition of wildlife as dtated in the rule, focusing on native (non-

domesticated species), although we reco
Mollisks comprise many of the T&E spg
WHIP National Priority, 1o promote the §
and wildlife habitats,

We were somewhat concerned with the d
interim final rule, but agree with subseqy

amend adding *moljusks™ to the definition,
cics in Tennossee. We strongly support the #f1
estoration of declining or important native fish

efinition of cligible Jands as worded in the
ently revised wording that (then Acting) Chief

The Statq of Tennessee
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White made per our understanding for the National NRC'S WHIP Policy Manual

NetMeeting, which read as:
Eligible Land
1. Agricultural land on which agricul
produced, and nonindustrial p
2. Private land that has the potential
“and
3. Is suitable for fish and wildlife ha

Persons that own land formerly in agricy
production, but whotn are not necessaril
comprise a significant portion of our W1
interested in wildlife and are desire to 1y
habitat practices. Excluding these lando
an active agricultural operation would sg

We are somewhat confused by NRCS's
EQIP) cantracts to encourage the quickd
resulting in less unspent funds annually,
25% of WHIP funds to carry out cost-sh

tural and forest related products or livestock are
ivate forestland that has existing tree cover,
pr is suitable for agriculture and tree production,

pitat development,

Itural production that is still suitable for

Y operating an active agricultural operation

JIP participants, These people are very

[ly implement and maintain recommended

whers simply because their land is not supporting
verely hamper WHIP's potential in our Statc.

intent to implentent shorter-term WHIP (and
 implementation of cost-shared practices
but seemingly encouraging or allowing up to
are agrecments that last 15 years or more

(Scction 636.7 (k). We support the assgssment of Jiquidated damages to influence a

higher practice implementation rate by

TWRA is committed 1o agsisting NRCS
fact, we have a current agreement with N
biologist that works out of an NRCS off]
implement most of the WHIP plans in T
NRCS would agree) that these cooperati
offective means to realize the full benefi

Thank you for your consideration of our
me or TWRA Private Lands Liaison Ma
6614) with any questions about our com
Provision.

Sincerely,

(Eicg.(fiuw&«ham

Ed Carter
Executive Director

Ce:

Mr. Kevin Brown, NRCS State (]

articipants,

to help advertise and deliver this program. In
[RCS for 4 cooperative biologist (TWRA

cc) positions that develop and help landowners
pnnessee. We believe (and also believe our state
ve positions are and will continue to be an

s of the program here,

Agency's comments. Please feel free to contact
k Gudlin ( Mark, Gudlip@state.to,us , 615-781-
nents, or 1€ we can further assist with this

onservationist for. Tennessec
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