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Dear Secielary Vilsack, 3 3 &

In these hard cconomic times and with concerns over foond safety, water quality and conservation at an

ali-til_ne high, it’s important to not only stand up [or family farmcrs bus 1o enconfage best agricaltural
practices. T
As a result of these faciors, 1 think it's important it the USDA stop vsing taxpaye: dollars to bailoul
faclory farms and help support sustainable and organic farmers that protect the environment and build
strong rural communities,

The USDA néeds to ensure that the EQLP rule be clarified, in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, and
that EQII’ assistance is available to all farmers and ranchets for comprchensive whole farm conservation
planning,

The final FOLP tulc must also require NRCS State Conscrvatjonists to rank and process applications for
organic conversion assistance in a scparate funding pool that makes clear that the Limjt of $80,000 aver a
4-year period applies only to organic coaversion payments and nat all EQIP payments made to OTgANic
farmers and ranchers.

[ recommend that the NRCS amend the BQLP tule o prokibit the use of EQIP funding for animal waste
storagc, trealment or transporfation for new or expanding CAFOs and that the EQIP rule does not allow
walvers 10 Increase assistance to CAFOs above the $300,000 payment limit.

Numerous studies have proven conclusively that corporate CAFOs have negative impacts on water
quality, decrease the value of their neighbor’s property, und harbor antibionceresistant bacteria that
thrcatens hurmmin health.

It's time Lhat ¢rganic farmers and ranchers stand on an equal footing with conventional producers in
funding amounts they receive from EQIP. This can easily be danc if the USDA follows the rules of
protecting the people and oor colluctive resources over the interests of giant corporate agribusinesses.
Please stand up for independent family farmers and 1anchers and swifily enact these recommendations.

Sincerely, -
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