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April 17. 20()C) 

DcaI' Sccrcl<lry Vilsack, 

In l.lwse hard economic. tilllc1\ and wilh conCctrls over [hod safety. wllicr ~llll'\lily fino COI11\crvation 
til ~m :111-lime high, iI's impM1Mt to not. only stand up for family j~mm~rs bulto encourage best 
ag,ri(ull!lnll practices. 

/\s ~l r~:$llJt of these tllctorS. I Lhink it's impm1.anl thallhe USDA stop USillg t<lxpayer dollars tu 
baiklUl I:.lcl.ory farms nnd help supporl slIstainable and organic nlflllcrs '!wl' prntec! the 
environ111ent <.IntI build strong rural commllniric:::. 

The USDA needs 10 el1$tlfl:: tIull the EQIP mle be clarified. in accordanc<: with the 2()08 Farm 
Bill, :1I1d that. EQIP assistance is .wailable to all Hlrmcrs and ranchcri'> for comprehensive whole 
Hmn conservation planning. 

The (ina] EQIP rule must ,ds{) require NRCS Sl.ate Conservationists to Hmk ,·mrl proc~ss 
npplicatiol1s for orgttnic conversion assistaJiec in a scpnmte funding poollhal makes clc..tr that t.he 
lim i1 oj" S80,OOO over a 4-year pc..'Tlod applies only to organic eonvcrsiol1 ,nymcnts and not all 
EOIP paym.ents mad~ 10 organic fanners ;lI1d ranchers. 

1 n:,coull\H:nd lhal 111(7 NRCS umend the EQlT' rule to prohibit the lise or EQ!.!' funding [or animal 
wnstc st.orage, trealmllnL or transpol'l.nion for Ilew or expanding CAPOs .md that the EQfP rull: 
ti(JCS nnt allow wniv(:l's to increase assist:mn: to CAFOs above the S30o,ono payment limit. 

NlIm(:I'(nl~ studies have proven conclusively that corporate (:AFOs have ncgntivc impacts on 
waleI' quality. dccn';(l$c the valne of their neighbor's property, and harbcll aJlI.ihiotic-rcsi:-;tanl 
h~1ctcriH !'hat th)'f.~:ltens human health. 

It's timt: thaI organic J~II'mcl's lind ranchers stund on an equal f!)Of.ing with conventional producers 
in funding nmonnts l'hey receive from EQIP. This can casily he done irthe t JSDA ("c1l1ows the 
I'll k~. I) rprolccting 1he people and 0\11' collective re.<;(mrces over tnt: intcr<.:sl::) 0 rgialll corporate 
a):,.rrihusincsscs. 

PIC!i~C' sland up t()r independent i1ullily fanners and ranchers and swiftly emlcl these 
recommendations. 

Sinecrcly. 


Nal'.anin Missnghkh 



