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sse comments on behalf of Michael Fields Agricultural Institute (M AT}, on
fule for Environmental Quality Incentives Program, published in the Federal

v 15,2009 MFAL s devoted to developing an agriculture that czn sustain the
. As an organization, it strives to revitalize farming throus:  asarch,
assistance and public policy

i3 on (a) Organic Conveision, (b} Restrictions on EQIP Func: :
-4, {¢) Comprehensive Conservation Planning, and {(d) EQIP Natioral Prisrities

:al assistance to farmers and 1anchets who are making the 7 - nsifi
systemns. Farmeis and ranchers may rcceive up to $80,00C ¢ & 4ovean
1T o unversion payments

¢ that the final EQIP 1ule requires NRCS State Conservation! 52 rack and
o1 organic conversion assistance in a separate funding poc.. We ofisn hear
mc farmers that othetrwise they are asked to compete again st farmers of &
~.d nature, putting their applications at a disadvantage, eves: though o1zanic
ze EQIP’s statutory purposes

d that the final EQIP ruie clarify that EQIP Oiganic Cor 7 ssisfance
nties in all fifty states every year.

». the final EQIP rule makes clear that the limit of $80,000 ove: a 4-vear
"¢ organic conver sion payments and not to all EQIP payme s made 1o
- canchers. Organic fanmers and ranchers should stand on ¢ e al footing
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with conventic roducers in the funding amounts they can receive from EQIP {or their

agricultural op

B. Restrictions on EQIP Funding for New or Expanding CAFOs: The proliferation of large-
scale concenizated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) has resulted in the concentiation of huge
amounts of anirnal waste with degradation of watershads and air quality in locations around the
nation,

MuATurges NECS to amend the EQIP rule to prohibit the use of EQIP funding for animal waste

storage, tieanmant or transportation for new or expanding CAFOs. Specifically, we oppose

waivers in the EQIP rule that would allow funding to CAFOs above the payment limit of

"o 300,000, such waivers often constitute unfait subsidies to C AFQOs, whose cumulative impacis
degrade e envizonment

zhensive Nutrient Management Pl’mmncr

i3 that the EQIP rule be clarified, in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, 1o
; rice available to gl farmers and 1anchers for comprehensive whole {arm
conservation planning,

,3, LQIF National Priorities: USDA allocates tunding to the states based on national priotities,
POy winal incentives 1o states that implement EQIP national priorities, and gives special
wai priorities in determining which EQIP applications will be funded. The 2008
s USDA to encourage the development of habitat for native and managed
‘f]C\LOTb and the use of conservation practices that benefit native and managed pollinators in
he oon %ervai?’;f‘ rograms In addition, the 2008 Farm Bill added cnergy conservation and

a8 new purposes for EQIP and retained assistance for grazing management as an
L fisse purposes are of particular importance to sustainable farmers and ranchers
{udzd in the National Priorities in the Interim Final Rule.

4t the BEQIP Interim Final Rule be amended to include pollina:c: habitat
Rl i “tion, organic systems, grazing management and energy conse: vation in ihe
iisi of EGIP Naiicns] Priorities.

ihank you for vour consideration of our views
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