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Farm Bill program delaysFrom: shields, william (ANNAPOLIS, MD)
[william-shields@ml.com] 
sent: Monday, March 30, 2009 2:53 PM 
TO: AGSEC -USDA 
subject: Farm Bill Program delays 


Dear secretarx vjslack, 


The delay of the final rules for the 2008 Farm Bill Programs are comin~ perilously

to causing farmers around the country to have to choose between financlal set back 
or delaying conservation projects until 2010. Many of the conservation practices
encouraged under programs such as WHIP and EQIP require work to be done on 
agricultural lands where crop planting will commence upon completion of those 
practkes. where a farmer hopes to enroll land in a buffer strip, a hedgerow, or 
create a wetland, he cannot begin planting adjacent to that land until work is 

completed. Wit~ the delays i~ the fin~l rule/funding.of t~ese ~rojects, man.y will 

soon be up agalnst the plantlng deadllne for corn WhlCh wlll llkely set these 
projects back to 2010 at great cost to the environment. Buffer plant materials 
frequently have spring planting deadlines such as April 30th for tree planting in my 
state of Maryland. 


please expedite the rollout of these programs to ensure the benefits they were 

designed to provide for the environment and wildlife are not delayed a full year. 

Thank you, 

william H. shields 

Trappe, MD 

CAUTION: electronic mail sent through the Internet is not secure and could be 
intercepted by a third party. For your protection, avoid sending identifying
information such as account, social security, or card numbers to us or others. 
Further, do not. send time-sensitive, action-oriented messages such as transaction 
orders, fund transfer instructions or check stop payments, as it is our policy not 
to accept such items electronically. ' 
This message w/attachments (message) may be privileged, confidential or proprietary,
and if you are not an intended recipient, please notify the sender, do not use or 
share it and delete it. unless specifically indicated, this message is not an offer 
to sell or a solicitation of any investment products or other financial product or 
service, an official confirmation of any transaction, or an official statement of 
Merrill lynch ..subject to applicab1e law, Merrill lynch may monhor,_.revi,ew and 
retaln e-communlcatlons (EC) travelln~ through ltS networks/systems. The laws of the 
country of each sender/recipient may lmpact the handling of EC, and EC maybe
archived, supervised and produced in countries other than the country in which you 
are located. This message cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free. 
References to "Merrill lynch" are references to any company in the Merrill lynch & 
co., Inc. group of comp,anies, which are wholly-owned by Bank, of America corporation.
securities and Insurance Products: * Are Not FDIC Insured * Are Not Bank,

Guaranteed * .May Lose value * Are Not a Bank Deposit * Are Not a condition to 
Any Banking service or Activity * Are Not Insured,by Any Federal Government Agency. 
Attachments that are part of this E-communication may have additional important
disclosures and disclaimers, which you should read. This message is subject to 'terms 
available at the following link: http://www.ml.com/e-communications_terms/. By
messaging with Merrill Lynch you consent to the foregoing. 
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