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Empowering Texas Farmers and Ranchers
to Remain in Production Agriculture

Texas AgrAbility is helping to keep producers in the field
and in the driver’s seat of their operations.

Farming and ranching is a time-honored profession that also happens to be one of the most
hazardous and dangerous occupations, equating to a high rate of injuries. Many of these injuries
result in a permanent disability. These disabilities impact a producer’s ability to perform many of
the day-to-day tasks necessary to their operations. There is evidence to suggest that some
disabling conditions may increase the risk for secondary injury if preventative steps are not
taken.

The Texas AgrAbility ACE program goal is to connect, assist, and empower agricultural
producers, their family members, and employees with disabilities and chronic health conditions
to stay engaged in production agriculture.

The program does so by:

e focusing on assisting service providers to better understand the unique needs of the
agricultural producers as it relates to acquired disabilities and chronic illnesses through
training and technical assistance.

e connecting producers with a disability to resources specific to their individual needs and
to their type of agriculture operation.

e empowering those who need AgrAbility services to better navigate the many systems for
acquiring disability services and resources, such as assistive technology, to help them in
their efforts to remain in production agriculture.

When a disability or chronic illness strikes, returning to the farm or ranch can be difficult. The
Texas AgrAbility program can help producers to overcome barriers by providing:

o farm and worksite assessments,

e agribusiness assessment (service industry),
e in-home assessments,

e information and referral,

¢ individual consultation services, and

e technical assistance services.



Texas AgrAbility staff work with community professionals to provide education, technical
assistance, and recommendations to help modify farm and ranch operations, adapt equipment,
increase farmstead accessibility, identify assistive technology funding sources, coordinate
community services, and connect producers to peer support networks.

The Texas AgrAbility Project has the unique ability to propose practical solutions to help keep
producers in the field and in the driver’s seat of their operations.

For more information, see the Texas AgrAbility website http://txagrability.tamu.edu, or email at
chgrenwelge@ag.tamu.edu, or by phone at (979) 845-3727.
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