Will | be required to give the
public access to land in the WHIP
program?

No. Landowners can prevent trespass and control
access by the general public. The landowner must
allow NRCS access to the area to implement and

monitor the contract.

How do | apply?

Applications may be submitted any time to any
USDA Service Center. Applications are ranked
based upon ecological significance and likelihood
of success. The highest ranked applications are
funded first.

For more information on the New Hampshire
WHIP program visit:

www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/Farm_Bill/WHIP/
wildlife.html

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is de-
rived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

USDA-NRCS/
Conservation District

Offices

New Hampshire State
Office

2 Madbury Rd.

Durham, NH 03824
603-868-7581

Belknap County
Conservation District
719 North Main St., Rm. 203,
Laconia, NH 03246
603-527-5880

Concord Field Service
Center
Merrimack County

Conservation District
10 Ferry St., Suite 211,
Concord, NH 03301
603-223-6021

Conway Field Service
Center
Carroll County

Conservation District
73 Main St.

Conway, NH 03818
603-447-2771

Epping Field Service
Center

Knightly Plaza

629 Calef Highway, Suite 203
Epping, NH 03042
603-679-1587

Lancaster Field Service
Center
Coos County

Conservation District
4 Mayberry Lane, Lancaster,
NH 03584

603-788-4651

Milford Field Service
Center

Hillsborough County
Conservation District
Chappell Professional Ctr.,
#468, Rte. 13 South,
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-2409

Orford Field Service
Center

Grafton County
Conservation District
19 Archertown Rd., Suite 1
Orford, NH 03777
603-353-4651

Rockingham County
Conservation District
110 North Road, Brentwood,
NH 03833

603-679-2790

Sullivan County
Conservation District
24 Main Street

Newport, NH 03773
603-863-4297

Strafford County
Conservation District
259 County Farm Rd, Unit #3,
Dover, NH 03820
603-749-3037

Walpole Field Service
Center

Cheshire County
Conservation District
11 Industrial Park Dr.
Walpole, NH 03608
603-756-2988
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What is the Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program?

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
is a voluntary conservation program that provides
technical and financial assistance to landowners for
developing and improving fish and wildlife habitat.

Current priorities for WHIP include:

* Reducing the impacts of invasive species on fish
and wildlife habitats.

* Protecting, restoring, developing or enhancing
habitats of declining or important aquatic
wildlife species, including threatened and
endangered species and species at risk.

Who can participate?

Individuals and legal entities who own or control
private land used for agriculture or forestry or
having potential for agricultural or forestry use are
eligible for WHIP.

Ni
Clearing to create early successional old field habitat.

Targeted habitats in New Hampshire

» Qrasslands, shrublands, and early successional
forests.

» Wetlands, including vernal pool floodplains, wet
meadows, forested wetlands, salt marshes, brooks
and streams through fields and forests, and esturine
habitats with potential for aquaculture.

* Mature forests, field borders, and areas adjacent to
water.

e Agricultural and forested lands with non-native, or
invasive species.

An anaromus fish passage.

Examples of WHIP conservation
practices

* Early successional habitat development and
management

* Fish passage

* Wetland restoration
 Establishing trees and shrubs
» Riparian forest buffer

 Invasive plant control

How does financial assistance
work?

NRCS and the participant enter into a contract that
lasts from one to 10 years. Under this agreement:

* A WHIP plan of operations is required, and
becomes the basis for developing the agreement.

* NRCS provides part of the payment to eligible
producers based on average costs to install
practices.

 Participants are expected to maintain the
conservation practices for their anticipated
lifespans.

NRCS may provide greater financial assistance to

landowners who enter into agreements of 15 years
or more for practices on essential plant and animal
habitat.

Increased financial assistance payments are
available for eligible historically underserved
farmers in addition to beginning and limited
resource farmers.

Patch cuts over several years create early successional forest habitat.





