
Farmers and
Landowners Learn
About Forestry
By Shanda Thompson, Wayne County Soil
Conservation Technician Aid, Jesup 

It was a cold, breezy day but that
didn’t hamper the success of a forestry
field day held at Hog Hammock
Plantation in Camden County Feb. 25.
Eighty-six participants from Camden
and surrounding counties attended this
informative and educational event.

Robbie Edalgo, an extension agent
with the Camden County Extension
Service, welcomed everyone at the
onset of the day and introduced Chris
White, the property manager of the pri-
vately owned tract. Chris gave an
overview of the game plan for the day.
Brave, bundled participants then loaded

up onto flat bed trailers for a tour of
Hog Hammock Plantation.

Lynn Lewis-Weis, a wildlife biolo-
gist with the National Wild Turkey
Federation,
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Message from the State Conservationist
Conservation Delivery Streamlining

By James Tillman, State Conservationist

April 27 was a major milestone for our
agency – we celebrated 75 years of serv-
ice to the Nation following our founding
in 1935. The Earth Team celebrated its
25th anniversary. From our inception as
the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) to
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), we have developed our
skills to the point that we are the leader
in all natural resource concerns in help-
ing Georgia’s landowners and producers
preserve and restore our environment so
that it’s more
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and White gave the first presenta-
tion on quail management in an
area that White works hard to
keep properly maintained to pro-
mote quail habitat. At the second
tour stop Mark McClellan, the
chief ranger with the Georgia
Forestry Commission and Lewis-
Weis explained the purpose and
benefits and proper planning and
management in regards to longleaf
pine.

The third stop presented a
view of a well managed stand of
timber where Edalgo explained the
importance of proper thinning and
prescribed burning, in forest
stands to  improve wildlife habitat
as well as increase timber produc-
tion.

Next on the tour, mid-rotation-
al longleaf management opportu-
nities and options were discussed
by McClellan and Lewis-Wise at a

stand of timber that was in need of
thinning and burning. Lewis-Weiss
and Rita Barrow, district conserva-
tionist for the Natural Resources
Conservation Service in
Brunswick, discussed the impor-
tance of the location, size and
shape of food plots for wildlife
management and Environmental
Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) and Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program (WHIP) fund-
ing to create early successional
habitat for wildlife. 

At the last stop, in a fourteen
year old managed loblolly stand,
McClellan discussed options for
thinning loblolly to promote tim-
ber production and enhance
wildlife habitat. 

At the conclusion of the field
visit portion of the program partic-
ipants gathered up at the shelter
and enjoyed a delicious barbeque
lunch with all the trimmings pre-
pared by a local vendor. Door

prizes, compliments of Ag South
and the National Wild Turkey
Federation were passed out to
many in attendance. 

After lunch, Bo Chesser, a senior
forester with the Georgia Forestry
Commission, gave a detailed sum-
mary of newly updated Georgia’s
Best Management Practices for
Forestry using a Power Point pres-
entation.

Bill Wikoff, a wildlife biolo-
gist with the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, Sara Smith, Wayne
County Executive Director
USDA-Farm Service Agency,
Barrow and McClellan gave an
overview of government assis-
tance programs available to assist
timber producers and wildlife
enthusiasts.

After a brief question and
answer session participants dis-
bursed and began the thawing out
process.

resilient to environmental chal-
lenges, like climate change.

As we leave the second quarter
of 2010, I want to thank you for
your dedicated service and for all
you did to help people help the
land in 2009 and 2010. 

With new and traditional part-
ners, we provided conservation
technical assistance throughout
Georgia, put the 2008 Farm Bill to
work for Georgia's farmers, ranch-
ers and forest owners and began
implementing projects under the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

And then the rains came with
the April flood in South Georgia
and then the September flood in

North Georgia. Because of these
floods, we have implemented new
projects in Georgia under the
Emergency Watershed Protection
Program (EWP) totalling $4.8 mil-
lion.

I am especially pleased by our
quick response to the emergency
needs of the various communities
and counties in the flooded areas. 

As a result of the 2008 Farm
Bill, implementing the ARRA and
EWP and the productivity of our
producers, the environment is
healthier, and countless communi-
ties will be safer and more eco-
nomically viable because of our
technical assistance. 

As a result of your hard work,
we have 4,372 active contracts

and obligated $79.1 million. I am
pleased by our increased outreach
over the past year to beginning
and limited resource producers
and to previously underserved
groups such as small and organic
farmers.

We are carrying on the conser-
vation legacy given to us by Hugh
Hammond Bennett and our prede-
cessors in the Soil Conservation
Service. 

I want to reiterate Chief
White’s comments from his New
Year message, “Our mission is not
only noble, it’s necessary.” I’m
proud to be part of the Georgia
NRCS team in carrying out our
mission.

continued from page 1
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Did You Know… Almost half of all wetlands in the continental U.S. have been drained since

colonial times—nearly 85 percent for agricultural use?  (Source: USDA Economic Research

Service)
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Soil and Water  Conservation Society – Georgia Chapter  

COME JOIN US! 

The mission of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is to foster the science and art of soil, 
water, and related natural resources management to achieve sustainability.  We promote and 
practice an ethic recognizing the interdependence of people and the environment.   

The Georgia Chapter of the SWCS (GASWCS) works to reach out to communities around the 
state to provide educational programs and activities to promote conservation practices.   We also 
strive to provide information to our members that can enhance their knowledge of natural 
resource issues taking place at regional, state, and federal levels.  As a member of the Soil and 
Water Conservation Society – Georgia Chapter you have the opportunity to interact and network 
with other professionals from all sectors involved in the protection of our natural resources.  The 
cost of annual membership is relatively inexpensive starting at $80 for the Conservationist level.  
I would encourage anyone interested in natural resource conservation either personally or 
professionally to come and be a part of our organization.   

SWCS Membership Benefits 
- Effective representation in policy circles on environmental, agricultural, and conservation 

issues 
- Opportunities to network with and learn from professionals across many disciplines 

through local,regional, and international meetings 
- Interaction and education through local chapter membership in the USA and Canada 
- Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 
- E-newsletter Conservogram 
- Discounts on books and conference or workshop registration fees 
- Lapel pin and membership card 
- Student memberships are open to full-time high-school students, university 

undergraduate or graduate students 
 

To become a member of the GAWCS you can contact Melony Wilson at 706-542-2735 or 
mlwilson@engr.uga.edu .  You can also visit our website http://www.gaswcs.org/ and select 
membership information.  

 



Conservation Tillage Training
Receives an Award

By J.M. Dangler, State Agronomist,
Athens

The 10th annual Conservation
Production Systems Training
Conference was held Feb. 2-3, at
the South Georgia Technical
College in Americus. The organiz-
ers received an award from the
Georgia Soil and Water
Conservation Society for their
work.

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) pro-
vided financial support for the
conference through a grant to the
Seven Rivers Resource
Conservation and Development
District.

This assistance included
scholarships that paid for
the registration for 46 pro-
ducers and it paid for lodg-

ing for producers from outside the
immediate area. Also, thirteen
NRCS employees attended as part
of their training.

Jimmy Bramblett, NRCS
assistant state conservationist for
programs, participated in the
opening session by telling partici-
pants about NRCS programs &
how to be ready to participate.

Dr. Bob Nicols, senior director
of agronomic research with Cotton
Incorporated, presented informa-
tion about Glyphosate-Resistant
Palmer Amaranth in Conservation
Tillage Systems. 

Topics during the concurrent
sessions were managing cover
crops, increasing wildlife with

whole farm conservation, manag-
ing weeds in conservation systems
and including a sod-based rotation
in a conservation tillage system.

Other topics included crop
rotations, equipment needs and
obstacles in conservation tillage
systems, the role of conservation
tillage in maintaining water quali-
ty and carbon sequestration/going
green.

Participants also had the
option of touring the Caterpillar
training facility on the college
campus. 

The keynote speaker, Dr.
Wayne Reeves, retired agronomist,
presented information about the
adoption of conservation tillage in
southeastern cotton belt. The con-
ference was held at the historic
Windsor Hotel in Americus.

Technical Support

Photo by, Sherry Carlson Resource Soil Scientist, Tifton
This interagency group that cooperated to bring about this conference received an award

from the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Society. They may also receive national

recognition for their effort. Front row: Julia Gaskin, University of Georgia (UGA); Amanda

Smith, UGA; Sherry Carlson, NRCS; Gary Hawkins, UGA. Back row: Ronnie Barentine,

UGA; Richard Batten, Southern Georgia Regional Commission (SGRC); Stan Moore, NRCS;

Jim Dangler, NRCS; Kirk Iversen, Auburn University. Not present: Angela Wall, SGRC;

Richard Barrett, NRCS; Ben Mosley, SGRC; David Reckford, NRCS/The Nature

Conservancy; Frank Yancey, Golden Triangle RC&D; Kip Balkcom, USDA-Agricultural

Research Service (ARS), Francisco Arriaga, USDA-ARS; Andrew Price, USDA-ARS and

Lance Renfrow, Lower Chattahoochee Regional Commission. 4



Progress Made on Water
Resources Projects

By John Willcutts, Hydraulic Engineer,
Athens

The State of Georgia has 357
watershed dams that were origi-
nally constructed for flood control
from the 1950’s through 1970’s.
Since that time a number of these
dams have reached their design
life with many needing rehabilita-
tion work.

Five dams have had plans
authorized for funding for rehabil-
itation under the stimulus package
of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). These
projects are Sandy Creek No. 15,
Sandy Creek No. 23, Marbury
Creek No. 22, Little Sandy Trail
No. 1, and South River No. 4.

In addition, five floodplain
easements under the Emergency
Watershed Protection (EWP) pro-
gram were approved for funding
under ARRA. Contracting for sur-
vey work on these easements is
currently underway. Four flood-
plain easements are located in

Upson County and one is located
in Gordon County. 

Funding was authorized under
the EWP program for emergency
measures addressing damages
from the April 2009 floods in
South Georgia. A total of $1.8 mil-
lion of funding was approved with
220 days allowed to complete the
emergency measures once funding
is received.

The entities authorized to
receive funding are Miller, Tift
and Worth Counties, the cities of
Valdosta, Nashville and Arlington.

Funding under the EWP program
was also requested to address
damages due to the September
2009 epic floods in the Atlanta /
North Georgia area. Funding
requested January 22nd, 2010
included $3.0 million in financial
assistance and $500,000 for tech-
nical assistance.
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Sandy Creek Number 15

Sandy Creek Number 23

Marbury Number 22

Little Sandy Trail Number 1

South River Number 4

Articles for the next Conservation Connection are
due by 

May 21, 2010.
Please e-mail them to 

ron.morton@ga.usda.gov. For photos please use
the Sharepoint site.

https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/east/ga
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Van Wert

Elementary School

Trees Project
By Cindy Haygood, Resource Conservation and
Development Coordinator, Cedartown

Van Wert Elementary School is a very
new Elementary School in Rockmart, GA,
and like most, was built with no trees at all
onsite.

The school along with Keep Polk
Beautiful is working towards adding a
nature center and adding more shade to the
school ground.

This project will add 23 trees to the
school providing shade to the playgrounds
and school buildings.

The trees adjacent to the school build-
ings will provide energy conservation
value by shading the building as well as
helping with aesthetics and making the
campus more attractive.

It has also been proven that having
trees visible from classroom windows
makes learning more productive!

FOIA Reminder

This is a friendly reminder
that all Freedom of Information
Act requests need to be routed
through the State FOIA Officer,
Sharon Gipson. 

If you receive a FOIA
request directly, please forward
the request by fax, email, or hard
copy to Sharon Gipson at the
State Office in Athens and notify
her by phone that it is on its way.

On the right are pictures of the school
showing no trees on the play ground or
around the buildings.



ECOLOGICAL SITE
DESCRIPTIONS FOR LON-
GLEAF PINE IN THE SOUTH-
EASTERN UNITED STATES

A USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
team in the Southeast has begun to
develop ecological site descrip-

tions (ESD) for inclusion into the
national Ecological Site
Information System (ESIS).
Landowners and land managers
can access a particular ecological
site in ESIS and obtain informa-
tion on physiographic features
(elevation, slope, water table,
flooding etc.) and climactic fea-
tures, (plant communities, plant
production, soil features, wildlife
and recreational uses) for that site. 

The team consists of Dennis
Chessman state grazing lands spe-
cialist, Athens, Tom Ward,
forester, and Michael Hall, grazing
lands specialist, both from the
East National Technical Service
Center (ENTSC) Greensboro, NC,
Dan Wallace, state resource inven-
tory coordinator, Athens, Al
Hubbard and Phillip Brown, grass-
land conservationists, and Mike

Owsley, Jimmy Carter PMC man-
ager. 

The major land resource area
(MLRA) being studied is 153A-
Atlantic Coast Flatwoods. The

ecological site description name is
Longleaf Wiregrass Savanna.

Information was collected
from longleaf pine sites in Jasper
County, South Carolina and Fort
Stewart, Georgia. Standard proce-
dures for data collection at ESD
sites are employed utilizing
parameters of transects, plots, and
sub-plots. 

Data consists of measurements
on longleaf pine height, age,
growth, and population density.
Understory vegetation is identified
then plant frequency, composition,
and dominance is determined. In
addition understory plants are
clipped and weighed to determine
production potential. Soil series
and soil quality information are

determined at each site of data
collection. 

Information on data sheets are
then loaded onto the ESIS web-
site. After data is collated and ana-
lyzed plant community states are
determined and added to the ESIS
system. This effort is one of the
first ESD projects in the eastern
United States. Plans are being
made to continue ESD work on
MLRA 133A in 2010. These
efforts will be coordinated with
soil change and soil quality studies
being conducted on Tifton soils in
MLRA 133A of Georgia. 7Transect site Establishment

Dennis Chessman marking

transect for vegetation data

collection

Longleaf Wiregrass Savanna

at Fort Stewart

Mike Owsley, Al Huddard and

Phillip Brown collecting plant

data 

Hairy Chaffhead along under-

story transect



P h o t o g r a p h y  C o n t e s t !P h o t o g r a p h y  C o n t e s t !
“A Snapshot of Conservation Across Georgia” 

Who: The Public Affairs Advisory Council is sponsoring a pho-

tography contest for all Georgia NRCS employees, Partners and

Earth Team Volunteers!

Why: To build a high quality conservation photo file for Georgia

NRCS and showcase conservation!

When: Photographs must be taken within the year, in Georgia. 

Theme: Conservation in Georgia! 

Photos should reflect some aspect of natural resources conser-

vation, i.e. Soil, Water, Air, Plants, Animals and Humans:

(SWAPA plus H)

Judging: The photos will be judged by the Public Affairs

Advisory Council at its next meeting!

Prizes: 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded statewide and

best in each Area. Prizes are non-monetary gifts. In addition,

photos will be used in our newsletter, on our web site, in

PowerPoint presentations and future publications.

How to Enter: An entry form with the rules is located on our

Sharepoint site at https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/east/ga/

default.aspx in Microsoft Word form under the Shared

Documents. Please submit the form and the photo electronically.

One photo per form. You may submit more than one photo.

Have Fun!


