
 

Civil Rights Advisory Committee RepresentativesCivil Rights Advisory Committee Representatives  

Deputy EEO OfficerDeputy EEO Officer  
James E. Tillman, Sr.James E. Tillman, Sr.  
NRCS State ConservationistNRCS State Conservationist  
355 East Hancock Ave. 
Athens, GA 30601 
(706) 546-2272 

Hispanic Emphasis 
Program Manager   
Chris GroskreutzChris Groskreutz  
1600 South Main St. 
Greensboro, GA 30642 
(706) 453-7021 

Civil Rights Committee Chair Civil Rights Committee Chair   
Cindy HaygoodCindy Haygood  
408 North White St. 
Carrollton, GA 30117-2441 
(770) 832-8942 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 
Emphasis Program Manager  
Robyn Ledford   
165 Welborn St. 
Blairsville, GA 30512 
(706) 745-2794 

Federal Women’s Program 
Manager  
Dee PedersonDee Pederson  
355 East Hancock Ave. 
Athens, GA 30601 
(706) 552-2532 

Disability and Veteran’s  
Emphasis Program Manager 
Jason GatchJason Gatch  
151 Langston Chapel Rd. 
Statesboro, GA 30458 
(912) 871-2605 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

Title VI 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexu-
al orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write to: USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410. Or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

DISCRIMINATION IN USDA PROGRAMS IS ILLEGAL 

 
POST ON OFFICIAL BULLETIN BOARD 

For more information, visit www.ga.nrcs.usda.gov/about/civilrights/crindex.html 

Asian American/Pacific Islander        
Program Manager  
Jewel Ghavimi 
355 E Hancock Ave. 
Athens, GA 30601-2775  
(706) 546-2063 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Program Manager  
Diane GuthrieDiane Guthrie  
355 East Hancock Ave. 
Athens, GA 30601 
(706) 546-2091 

Civil Rights/EEO  

In GEORGIA 

The Georgia Civil Rights Advisory Committee implements the requirements of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which created the Equal     Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission and prohibited discrimination in employment based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin. Executive  Or-
der 11478 stated that Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) is an integral part of every aspect of the Federal Government's personnel policy. The 
Committee also has responsibilities under Title VI - Program Delivery. 

 

Black Emphasis 
Program Manager 
Jerome Brown 
750 S. Perry St., Suite 410  
Lawrenceville, GA 30046 
(770) 963-9288 

State Office 
David Gaines 
(706) 546-2116 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

Area 1 
Dianna Hodge  
(770) 832-8942 

Area 2 
Amos Jones 
(706) 342-1315 

Area 3 
Ray Jones 
(478) 827-0016 

Area 4 
Amy Bell 
(912) 459-2350 

Sharon Gipson  
State Administrative Officer 
(706) 546-2086 

Lee Rider 
Human Resources Officer 
(706) 546-2254 

Outreach Coordinators  
Daniel Westcot  Chris Groskreutz 
(478) 987-2280   (706) 453-7021 

Debbie Henry 
American Indian Liaison
(229) 758-2496 

COMMITTEE ADVISORS SPECIAL ADVISORS  

MISSIONMISSION  
To be an inclusive, diverse and equitable Agency that delivers programs in a manner based on and consistent with fairness, equality, availability and 
accountability while ensuring that applicants and employees are treated with respect, dignity and free from discrimina on. 

Karla Martin 
1890 Liaison 
(478) 825-6298 

NRCS employees and applicants for employment who feel they have beenNRCS employees and applicants for employment who feel they have been  
discriminated against should contact:discriminated against should contact:  

USDA-NRCS, Office of Civil Rights 
5601 Sunnyside Avenue - Mail Stop #5472 

Beltsville, MD 20705 
PHONE: 301-504-2181/(866) NRCS395/(301) 504-2439 (voice or TTY) Fax: 301-504-2175 

An EEO Counselor/Mediator will be assigned by the Director of the Office of CR. 

Luther Jones 
USDA StrikeForce 
(706) 546-2069 

Title VII 
 

USDA employees or applicants for employment who believe they have been discriminated against in an employment decision  
because of race, color, sex (including sexual harassment), religion, age (if over 40), national origin, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or 
reprisal for equal opportunity activities, in an employment matter or in the workplace and wish to initiate an EEO  
complaint, contact an EEO counselor within 45 days of the alleged discriminatory action.  The EEO counselor/mediator will attempt to mediate/
resolve the issue.  To file a complaint, contact an EEO counselor at (301) 504-2181. 
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