
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
   

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montana GLCI Newsletter 

Terry Haughian, Representing the Northern
Great Plains Section of the Society for Range
Management, 100 Years of Family History 

Excerpts by Tracey Laqua 
for The Terry Tribune: 
As part of the Montana 
Stockgrowers' 125th Anni-
versary Celebration in Miles 
City this summer, represen-
tatives of ranches more than 
a century old will be gather-
ing to celebrate and be 
recognized for their staying 
power. One well-known 
local ranch will be included 
and one of its sons, Terry 
Haughian, is helping to plan 
the Stockgrowers' anniver-
sary event. 
"The ranch industry has 
played such a big part of 
this town, and that's why I 
think this celebration is 
important," said Terry 
Haughian. "That's why I live 
and die it [ranch life] every 
day." 
"As long as that grass will 
grow and the water will 
bunch up in a dam or be 
pumped from the ground, 
it's a way to make a living. It 
might not be a high-priced 
way of living, but it's sus-
tained (Main) Street," Terry 
said. 
The Haughian Ranch is 
located north of the 
Yellowstone River between 
Miles City and Terry and 

near Little Sheep Mountain. It 
started out with 40acres, a 
two-room log cabin and a 
spring. It was called a 
soldier's script because, after 
the Civil War, the government 
paid soldiers by giving them 
land in the West instead of 
cash. According to Quinn 
Haughian, the family dates 
the beginning of its ranch 
from the day President 
William McKinley was 
assassinated on Sept. 5, 
1901. So in 2001, all of the 
families, neighbors and 
friends helped celebrate 100 
years with picnics, trail rides 
and parties. 
In 1901 Daniel Haughian 
came from Ireland and 
settled here before bringing 
his bride, Susan Quinn, to 
Montana in 1905.Quinn 
Haughian said that his father, 
also named Dan Haughian, 
often would say to express 
pride in his heritage, "If I 
wasn't Irish, I would be 

ashamed of myself."That 
proud Irish heritage has 
lived on in a family with a 
tradition of working hard 
and playing hard. 
The Haughian clan has more 
than its fair share of red-
heads. The most famous of 
these is Susan Haughian – 
Quinn, Patrick and Terry's 
grandmother. She was called 
Montana's favorite redhead 
and even was featured in 
Colliers magazine in 1952 
with a story about her titled, 
"The Cattle Queen of 
Montana." After her hus-
band, Daniel Haughian, died 
in 1931, leaving Susan with 
10 children, she picked up 
and went on to make the 
Haughian ranch one of the 
most successful in Montana. 
From the original soldier's 
script of 40 acres, Susan 
and family grew the ranch to 
over 90,000 acres of deeded 
and leased land in the 
1960s. 

Pictured from the 
left, Quinn, Patrick, 
the late Dan, and 
Terry Haughian 
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Steering Committee 

 Lon Reukauf, 
Chairman, Terry 

 Dean Wang, 
Vice-Chairman, 
Baker 

 Russell Nemetz, 
past-Chairman, 
Billings 

 Bob Lee, Judith Gap 

 John Hollenback, 
Gold Creek 

 John Anderson, 
Alder 

 Aggie Helle, Dillon 

 Terry Haughian, 
Terry 

 Chase Hibbard, 
Helena 

 Jim Willis, Buffalo 

GLCI Coordinators 

Jon Siddoway, NRCS, 
Rangeland 

Management 
Specialist 

Carla Lawrence, 
dba Carla at the 

Ranch 



 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

    
           

 

 
 

   

 
 

  
 

     
   

 
     

  
   

  

  

 
   

      
 

  
 

M o n t a n a  G L C I  

P.O. Box 425  
Bozeman, MT 59771-0425  

Jon Siddoway (406) 587-6790 
jon.siddoway@mt.usda.gov  

Carla Lawrence (406) 962-3371 
carla.at.the.ranch@gmail.com  

“I pledge allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of   
America, and to the Republic 
for which it stands. One nation
under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” 

STAR  SPANGLED BANNER   

Oh, say can you see, by the  

dawn’s early light,  

What so proudly we hailed at the 

twilight’s last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright  

stars, through the perilous fight,  

O’er the ramparts we watched, 

were so gallantly streaming?  

And the rockets’ red glare, the  

bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night 

that our flag was still there.  

O say, does that star-spangled 

banner yet wave  

O’er the land of the free and the 

home of the brave?  

36th Annual Montana Range Days held 
in Deer Lodge 

Montana Range Days is the largest educational, out-
door classroom for rangeland held in the state and ro-
tates every two years to a new location. For 2011-2012, 
Deer Lodge Valley Conservation District hosted the 
event. John Hollenback, Montana GLCI steering com-
mittee member, served as the chairman the past two 
years. 

Montana Range Days boasts over 300 participants ages 
4 to 94 and this year welcomed well over that amount 
making it the largest in its long history.  Montana 
Range Days was held June 18-20 with the St Mary’s 
Center serving as the base camp. Students are edu-
cated in plant anatomy, plant identification, soils and 
range sites, inventory and monitoring, stocking rates, 
utilization and range planning. There are also illus-
trated talks which are judged and the top three win-
ners are awarded. For 2013-2014, Montana Range 
Days will be held in Havre, Montana! 

The Haughians began by raising sheep. By 1934 they started buying heifers to supplement their income and to soften the blow if they lost some or all 
of their sheep in terrible storms, according to Quinn and Mary Haughian. Drought and grasshoppers finally drove them to hunt for water and grass in 
the Jordan area. They fought to lease lands with springs, which many people wanted. Several other times over the years they had to leave the home 
range, moving and trailing the cattle or loading them on stock cars at the Saugus Stockyards on the Milwaukee Railroad.  At the same time, they began 
acquiring lots of dried-up homesteads in the surrounding area that had been turned back to the county for taxes, according to Quinn and Mary. By 
scrimping and saving, they bought sections around water holes for 75 cents to a dollar an acre. It was all hard work and sacrifice. 
In the late 1930s the government was buying up land to resettle farmers in the Kinsey Project. The Haughians had been using 15 or 16 sections of it 
for grazing. Finally, by fighting tooth and nail, they kept the land and bought 9,000 acres of the lease from the Northern Pacific Railroad, Quinn and 
Mary Haughian explained. 
By 1952, the ranch ran 2,500 head of cattle and two bands of sheep, totaling 3,000 animals. Many improvements were made through the years, in-
cluding pumping water from the Yellowstone River for irrigation, building dams and developing irrigation water from Custer Creek, especially during 
the spring run-off. 
By World War II, they were able to raise all the grain and alfalfa hay needed for winter feed. Forty earthen dams were built and 16 artesian wells drilled. 
They hired a tractor and engine man, broke their own horses to ride, manned a cow camp, tended the sheep camps, had a chore man and seasonal 
shearing, haying and branding crews. Now the ranch extends into Custer and Prairie counties, according to Quinn and Mary. 
Dan Haughian, one of Susan's five sons, is one who continued the tradition that goes on today with the Haughians of Eastern Montana. Dan met Mary 
Haughian at a dance in Terry and married her later, when he was 39 years old."The Irish didn't believe in getting married early," explained Mary. "They 
wanted to be able to provide for their family." But, even so, Dan rodeoed before they were married, and told her when they were dating that the first 
thing that he thought of in the morning was his horse and then himself, said Mary, laughing.  Quinn said that having a father who was older when he 
was a kid was probably an advantage. "Dad had 20 more years of values to pass on," Quinn said. 
These included an appreciation of the land and history, helping out when needed and never being boastful. One example of the latter is his help in a 
tragedy that happened on the ranch. On the morning of June 19, 1938, the Milwaukee railroad's Olympian train plunged into Custer Creek on the 
Haughian ranch. The crash is still the worst train wreck in Montana history, claiming nearly 50 peoples' lives. It is commonly referred to as the Saugus 
train wreck or Custer Creek wreck.  Dan and one of the hired hands, Francis Mothershead, went out to help people from the wreckage, bringing their 
handmade wooden ladders. A book written about the Milwaukee railroad recently estimated that the two saved about 40 peoples' lives, according to 
Quinn and Terry.  "He never boasted about it," Quinn said. "He didn't want any recognition. Nowadays, if you saved 30 or 40 people, you'd be a hero. "I 
could say that about his brothers and sisters. It was the way of that generation of people. "Most of the values Quinn learned from his father were just 
by watching him work and live. "Dad would never tell people what he wanted them to do. They would just talk, and then you just were supposed to 
know what to do," said Quinn. Mary said, "They'd go out by the shop and smoke their cigarettes and talk about what they were going to do that day. 
Then they would go do it." Mary and Quinn pointed to a quote in an article in the Terry Tribune when the Haughian brothers were inducted into the 
Range Riders memorial as a perfect way to sum up their family values. "None was too good to do the commonest of manual labor, nor the hardest 
ranch job. None was too busy for family and friends and none lost sight of the church," said the article. In 1967, the ranch was divided among four 
brothers and their families. Now five cousins and their families make a living on the original land, according to Terry. Most of Dan and Mary 
Haughian's nine children still live in the Miles City area. 
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